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‘* That bold assertion stands to-day as 
a bulwark against which weaker heads can 
dash themselves in the pitying sight of those 
who would wish them a better fate,’’ wrote 
H. Clay Trumbull of the fearless challenge 
made in the title of Bushnell’s resistless 
sermon on the divinity of Christ. ‘The 
greatest Christian leaders and writers in the 
world are not yet through studying the Life of Christ. Some of them have 
promised to do their share in making the year 1906 the most notable op- 
portunity for the study of the character of Jesus that Christendom has ever 
known. The International Lessons will concentrate the attention of twenty- 


“The Character of Fesus 
Forbids His Possible 
Classification With Men” 














six millions of souls upon a twelve months’ 
study of the Theme of themes. In addi- 
tion to its exhaustive treatment of these 
lessons, each week, by its staff of ten or 
more regular lesson writers, The Sunday 
School Times has opened its contributors’ 
columns to a wealth of special papers on 
themes of absorbing interest in connection 
with our Lord’s life and work. A partial list of these special articles, to be 
published in the Times during the coming year, is given on this page. 
It represents what is probably the most far-reaching effort to illuminate 
the study of the Life of Christ ever made by any religious periodical. 











What Is Christ’s Forgiveness of Sin? 


By the Right Rev. Handley Carr Glyn Moule, D.D. 
Bishop of Durham, England 


Bethlehem and the Gospel of 
the Nativity 


By Professor George Adam Smith, D.D., LL.D. 
Author of ‘‘ The Historical Geography of the Holy Land.”’ 


Why Was Jesus Put to Death? 


By the Honorable David J. Brewer 
Of the Supreme Court of the United States 





How Shall We Study the Life of Christ? 
An Editorial 


The Lesson Committee’s Hopes for 1906 
By Dr. John Potts 


Chairman of the International Lesson Committee 


Did Jesus Have Favorite Disciples? 
By Hugh Black, M.A. 





Christ and the Workingman 


By D. Ogden Mills 
Founder of the “‘ Mills, Hotels " 


Where Was the Mount of Beatitudes ? 


By Canon Henry B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D. 
Of Durham Cathedral, England 


The Child as Jesus Saw Him 


By Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D. 


Professor of Pedagogy at the University 
of Pennsylvania 





The Lord’s Supper: What and Why? 


By Professor James Orr, D.D. 
Of Glasgow College, Scotland 


The Divinity of Christ 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


Why Did Jesus Enjoin Secrecy? 


By Professor Marcus Dods, D.D. 
Of Edinburgh, Scotland 





Using the Names of Jesus Intelligently 
By President Philip W. Crannell, D.D. 


Did Paul Believe in Jesus’ 
Miraculous Birth ? 


By William Henry Roberts, D.D., LL.D. 


The Varying Messages of the Gospels 


By President Henry G. Weston, D.D., LL.D. 





Why Are Sickness and Death in 
the World? 


By W. L. Watkinson, D.D., LL.D. 
Ba-President of the Wesleyan Conference (England) * 


What Is the Sabbath For? 


Two Editorials 


Jesus’ Teachings and Labor Troubles 


By Charles Stelzle 


Supt. Dept. of Church and Labor, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 





Was the World Ready for Jesus? 


By David R. Breed, D.D., Author of 
** A History of the Preparation of the World for Christ.”’ 


A Boy’s Day in Palestine 


By the Rev. Samuel Jessup, D.D. 
Sidon, Syria 


Recent Discoveries in Palestine 


By Professor A. H. Sayce, D.D., LL.D. 
Of Queen's College, Oxford 





Were the Samaritans Worthy 
or Unworthy? 


By James A. Montgomery 


The Child in the World’s Religions 


By Robert E, Speer 


Jerusalem in Jesus’ Day 


By Professor Lewis B. Paton, Ph.D. 


Former!y Director of the American School of Archeology 
at Jerusalem 





What Is Temptation ? 
An Editorial 


The Differing Truths of the Talents 
and the Pounds 


By Professor Matthew B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Do Moses and the Gospels Conflict ? 


By John Sparhawk Jones, D.D. 











Pharisees’ Perversions of the Sabbath 


By James Hastings, D.D. 


Editor of The Expository Times, and of Hastings’ 
Dictionary of the Bible 





Making Fishermen Fishers of Men 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 





Jesus’ Summons to Individual Work 


By Charles M. Alexander 
Torrey'’s Singing Partner 
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Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns 





“Only Trust Him” 


** Come, every soul by sin oppressed, 
There’s mercy with the Lord.’’ 


HILE on the way to England with Mr. Moody 
in 1873, one day in mid-ocean, as I was looking 
over a list of hymns in my scrap-book, I no- 

ticed one commencing, ‘‘Come every soul by sin 
oppressed,’’ written by the Rev. John Stockton, with 
the chorus, ‘‘ Come to Jesus, come to Jesus just now.’’ 
Believing that these words had become hackneyed, I 
decided to change them and tell how to come to Jesus 
by substituting the words, ‘‘Only trust him.’’ In 
this form it was first published in ‘‘ Sacred Songs 
and Solos’’ in London. While holding meetings in 
Her Majesty's Theater in Pall Mall, London, and 
singing this hymn, I thought I would change the 


Told by Himself 


The first of a series of selections from the wealth 
of facts and incidents which Mr. Sankey has 
collected, bearing on his own and others’ use of 
the Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs and Solos. 
But for Mr. Sankey’s tireless efforts, the record 
of many of these experiences would have been 





forever lost to the world. 


Special attention is called to the fact that these selections are fully 
covered by copyright, and must not be reprinted, in whole or in part, 
without the written permission of The Sunday School Times Co. 








chorus again, and asked the people to sing ‘I wi// 
trust him.’’ Then as we sang | decided to change it 
once more, and asked them to sing, ‘‘1 do trust him.’’ 
God blessed this rendering of the hymn to eight per- 
sons present, who testified afterwards that by the 
change they were led to accept salvation. 


‘¢l am much interested in sacred songs,’’ writes a 
missionary in England, ‘‘because it was the first 
verse of ‘Only trust Him’ that opened the door of 
my heart to let the Master imto my soul in all his ful- 
ness. I was in the army, and found my way to the 
Woolwich Soldiers’ Home, where I heard the gospel, 
and for a fortnight I was groping in the dark for peace, 
when one evening I heard the singing of ‘Only trust 
Him,’’ which brought light into my soul. I have 
ever since been happy, serving Him with my whole 
heart. I am now @ missionary to my comrades,’’ 


a 
“Rock of Ages” 


‘* Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee,’’ 


N THE year 1756 a young man of sixteen, while 
visiting with his mother in Ireland, attended an 
evangelistic meeting held in a barn at the little 

village of Codymain. At this meeting the young 
man was converted. He was none other than 
Augustus Montague Toplady, who afterwards wrote 
this famous hymn. Of his conversion the author 
says: ‘*Strange that I, who had so long sat under 
the means in England, should be brought right unto 
God in an obscure part of Ireland, midst a handful of 
people met together in a barn, and by the ministry of 
one who could hardly spell his own name. Surely it 
was the Lord's doing, and is marvelcus.”’ 

At the age of twenty-two Toplady received orders in 
the Church of England. He was a strong Calvinist, 
and the author of many popular hymns. He died in 
1778. ‘*Rock of Ages'’ was first published in 1776, 
in the Gospel Magazine, of which he was the editor. 
The hymn has been more or less altered and re- 
arranged several times since then, but the sentiment 
remains the same. 

It was to this hymn that the beloved Prince Consort, 
Albert of England, turned, repeating it constantly 
upon his death-bed. ‘‘For,’’ said he, ‘if in this 
hour I had only my worldly honors and dignities to 
depend upon, I should be poor indeed.,”’ 


Mrs. L. S. Bainbridge, who with her husband 
visited China for the purpose of studying Christian 
missions, tells the following incident : «‘The Chinese 
women, it seems, are so anxious to ‘make merit’ for 
themselves, that they will perform any labor to escape 
the painful transmigrations of the next life. They 
dread to be born again as dogs or cats, and the highest 
hope possessed by them is to be reborn as men. In 
order to secure this they do any and every meritorious 
act. One woman had excavated with her poor, weak 
hands a well twenty feet deep, and it was only after 
this achievement that she learned of the free gospel 
of salvation. She was now a woman of eighty, and 
stretching out her aged and crippled fingers, we sang 
together, 

** * Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.’ ”’ 


Years ago, when a ship sank in the Bay of Biscay, 
a man who was saved was asked what the passengers 
were doing when the ship went down. He said that 
the last he heard was ‘* Rock of Ages,’’ sung by all 
who could join in it. 
Several tunes have been written for this hymn, 


the most popular one, however, being the one by 
Dr. Thomas Hastings, who was born at Washington, 
Connecticut, in 1784, and who died in New York in 
1872. He wrote many hymns and published several 
hymn-books. I have in my possession a large num- 
ber of hymns set to music by Mr. Hastings, which 
have never been published. 


<p 
“Windows Open Toward Jerusalem ” 


** Do you see the Hebrew captive kneeling 
At morning, noon and night, to pray ?’’ 


HILE attending a Sunday service at the State 
Prison in Joliet, Illinois, where he had gone to 
sing, P. P. Bliss heard H. G. Spafford of 

Chicago, who wrote ‘It is well with my soul,’’ ad- 
dress the prisoners, and use Daniel in Babylon as an 
illustration of gospel truth, asking the question in 
closing, ‘‘ Are your windows open toward Jerusalem ?’’ 
This suggested the hymn to Mr. Bliss. 

About a month before his death Mr. Bliss came to 
Chicago to attend a convention called by Mr. Moody, 
and there, ata morning meeting, where over a thou- 
sand ministers were present, he sang ‘‘ Are your win- 
dows open toward Jerusalem ?'’ with intense spiritual 
feeling. One minister cried out: ‘‘God bless Mr. 
Bliss for that song !'’ His face fairly shone as he 
sang, and half of those present were in tears under 
the influence of the song. Mr. Moody, filled with 
emotion, leaned his head forward upon the desk. It 
was the last time he heard his beloved friend and 
brother sing. ‘ 

‘I often used to sing this song as a solo in connec- 
tion with Mr. Moody's lectures on the prophet Daniel. 


Sapp 
“‘Almost Persuaded ” 


‘* <Almost persuaded,’ now to believe ; 
* Almost persuaded,’ Christ to receive.’’ 


‘ E WHO is almost persuaded is almost saved, 


and to be almost saved is to be entirely lost,”’ 
were the words with which the Rev. Mr. 
Brundage ended one of his sermons. P. P. Bliss, who 
was in the audience, was much impressed with the 
thought, and immediately set about the composition 
of what proved to be one of his most popular songs. 
One of the most impressive occasions on which this 
hymn was sung was in the Agricultural Hall in Lon- 
don, in 1874, when Mr. Gladstone was present. At 
the close of his sermon Mr. Moody asked the congre- 
gation to bow their heads, while I sang ‘‘ Almost Per- 
suaded."' The stillness of death prevailed throughout 
the audience of over fifteen thousand, as souls were 
making their decisions for Christ. 


‘«While engaged in evangelistic work in western 
Pennsylvania,’’ writes the Rev. A. J. Furman, ‘I 
saw the people deeply moved by singing. I had be- 
gun my preparation to preach in the evening, from 
the text, ‘Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian,’ when it occurred to me that if Mrs. B——, an 
estimable Christian and a most excellent singer, would 
sing ‘Almost Persuaded’ as a solo, great good might 
be done. At once I left the room and called on the 
lady, who consented to sing as requested. When I 
had finished my sermon, she sang the song with won- 
derful pathos and power. It moved many to tears. 
Among them was the principal of the high school, 
who could not resist the appeal through that song. 


He and several others found the Pearl of Great Price 





before the next day. . After the close of the sermon, I 
spoke to Mrs. B-—— about the effect of her singing, 
and she told me that she had been praying earnestly 
all that afternoon, that she might so sing as to win 
sinners for her Saviour that night, and her prayers 
were surely answered.’’ 


‘It was on Sunday night, November 18, 1883,"° 
writes Mr. S. W. Tucker, of Clapton, London, ‘‘ when 
I heard you sing ‘Almost Persuaded’ in the Priory 
Hall, Islington, London, and God used that song in 
drawing me to the feet of Jesus. I was afraid to trust 
myself in His hands for fear of man. For six weeks 
that hymn was ringing in my ears, till I accepted the 
invitation, I came, and am now rejoicing in the Lord, 
my Saviour. How often, with tears of joy and love, 
have I thought of those meetings and of you and dear 
Mr. Moody, who showed me and other sinners where 
there was love, ‘happiness, and joy.’’ 


Said a young man to the Rev. Mr. Young: ‘‘I in- 
tend to become a Christian some time, but not now. 
Don’t trouble yourself about me. I'll tend to it in good 
time.’’ A few weeks after, the man was injured ina 
saw-mill, and, as he lay dying, Mr. Young was called 
to him. He found him in despair, saying: ‘‘ Leave 
me alone. At your meeting I was almost persuaded, 
but I would not yield, and now it is too late. Oh, 
get my wife, my sisters, and my brothers to seek God, 
and do it now, but leave me alone, for I am lost.’’ 
Within an hour he passed away, with these words on 
his lips, ‘‘I am lost, I am, lost, just because I would 
not yield when I was almost persuaded."’ 


<_0 


“ Eternity ”’ 


‘¢ Oh, the clanging bells of Time ! 
Night and day they never cease.’’ 


AVING carried in my pocket for several months 
the words of the hymn “ Eternity,’’ which the 
author, Ellen M. H. Gates, had sent me, I handed 

them, one day in Chicago in 1876, to my friend, P. P. 
Bliss, asking him to write music for them. Three 
days later he had composed the tune. 

The hymn was much used at our meetings both in 
Great Britain and the United States. Before singing 
it, I used to tell the story of Robert Annan of Dundee, 
Scotland. He was one of the worst men who had ever 
lived in that town, but after having been converted 
became one of the most useful missionaries of the 
place. On leaving his little cottage home one morning 
to go to his mission work, he took a piece of chalk from 
his pocket, and wrote on the flagstone of the walk 
which led to his house the single word ‘ Eternity.’’ 
A few minutes later, he saw a child fall from one of 
the vessels in the harbor. Being a bold, strong 
swimmer, he threw off his coat and shoes, and 
plunged into the bay. He saved the child, but at 
the cost of his own life. His body was carried home 
over the word “‘ Eternity,’ which he had written a few 
hours before. On my last visit to Scotland, about 
five years ago, I went to see his widow, and found 
that the writing had been cut in the stone by 
direction of the Honorable James Gordon, the Earl 
of Aberdeen. Thousands go to see it every year. 
Mr. Annan's minister took me to the beautiful ceme- 
tery of the place, where a fine monument, ten feet high, 
marks the last resting-place of the hero. 


A worker in the English Village Mission writes : 
‘«T had been engaged during the previous week with 
a lot of indifferent people in a midland village without 
the smallest token of blessing, and on that memorable 
Sunday night of the Tay Bridge disaster I went to the 
service with a sad heart. The service was a solemn 
one, and at the close we sang: 


** «Oh, the clanging bells of Time ! 
Night and day they never cease.’ 


‘« The song touched the hearts of the people. About 
this time, as we afterwards learned, a number of con- 
versions occurred, and a blessing has rested on that 
place for many years. One of the converts has been 
a very successful missionary in a large northern city. 
I can scarcely remember any place where some one or 
more of your songs and solos was not used of God in 
blessing souls.’ In one church alone I received one 
hundred and fifty into fellowship, and, I think, not 
less than one-third of that number, when making 
application for membership, mentioned some particu- 
lar hymn that had led them to decision.”’ 
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(— * 
The Christmas Gift that Costs 


O”’ THE first Christmas Day God gave that 
which cost him all he had. He gave 
himself, Shall we who have accepted that 
Gift let Christmas pass without offering all 
that we have? We ought net to be willing 
to give at Christmas less than the most that 
we can give; and that is self. It must cost; 
let us be glad of that. But when we have 
made the gift of self to others, at the cost of the 
laying down of life, we have honored the 
birthday of Christ, and we have learned what 
Christmas is. Only in His strength can we 
make this costly Christmas gift, and keep the 
pledge of its making. 














Yet Another Day 


A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


December 18 to 24 


MoNn.—My Father in heaven, teach me how to attain unto 
rest. Save me from the anxiety that consumes my strength 
and mars my peace. Give me the grace of repose. Help me 
to lean confidently on thee, and to do all my work in the 
strength of untroubled trust. 

TuEs.—Saviour of the world, help me to share in thy tra- 
vail and thy sacrifice. Save me when I am tempted to shirk 
my cross and evade my duties. Help me when I am prone 
to turn my back upon the steep hill, and choose the fruitless 
way of the plain. Help me to follow thee. 

WED.—My risen Lord, on this day may I be reminded of 
thy crucifixion! May I bear about in my body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus! May thy sufferings and thy death add sol- 
emnity and seriousness to my life! May I go softly all my 
days ! ’ 

THURS.—Lord of all grace, may thy kindly Spirit work in 
the secret places of my life! I would be thine in the inward 
parts. I would have no secret chamber of my own. I would 
give thee every room of my life. Search me and know me, 
and make me entirely thine. 

Fr1.—Lord of all life, wilt thou quicken me by the ministry 
of thy life-giving Spirit? May no part of my being remain in 
deadly insensitiveness ! May I be alive unto God! May all 
my powers aspire after thee, as flowers after the sun ! 

Sat.—My Father in heaven, may the glory of thy world pro- 
claim to me the possibility of being equally glorious! May I 
remember that what thou canst do for flowers thou canst do 
for me! May I not see thy miracles in the world of nature 
and deny thy power in the world of spirit ! 

SuN.—Father of all, teach me the meaning of that great 
word! May my life not mock my prayers! May my broth- 
erliness witness to thy Fatherhood! May my unselfishness 
proclaim the wonders of thy love! May my life lift the eyes 
of my fellows to thee ! 








By Contrast With the Heathen 

It is sometimes a go.d thing to compare our- 
selves with the heathen. We are accustomed to 
condemn severely some of the anti-Christian prac- 
tises which work ruin in their socia! life ; and we are 


entirely right in this. An institution like polygamy, 
which is tolerated or encouraged by every non- 
Christian religion, is an evil so hideous that it cannot 
be too bitterly denounced. But we should reserve a 
little capacity for denunciation of our own social 
evils. ‘‘I have been wondering,"’ writes a Canadian 
business man, ‘‘ whether polygamy is worse than the 
state of society made possible by the divorce laws in 
some of the states. My business has led me a num- 
ber of times to the state of Ohio, and for some months 
during one visit I had time and opportunity to look 


into their church, family, and social life. I found 
that they have had nearly ten thousand divorces in a 
year in that one state : that for every five marriages 
they have one divorce, and that soon, it is thought, 
the divorces will equal the marriages in number. 
Now, when I saw the breaking up of family life con- 
sequent upon this evil, and all the immorality and 
crime it naturally brought in, which I needn't detail, 
especially in its working among the boys and girls, I 
asked myself, ‘Is polygamy not to he preferred in 
some respects to this’ ?’’ This candid inquirer does 
not really mean to suggest that polygamy be intro- 
duced as a lesser evil than such promiscuous divorce. 
He means simply to bring out the shame and sin of 
our own social conditions. Do we who say to the 
heathen, ‘‘Thou shouldst not have more wives than 
one,’’ tolerate such easy divorce as is practically 
equivalent to rank heathen polygamy? Do we endure 
in America what we denounce in heathen lands ? 


- 


Worse than Insanity 

There is an insanity that is worse than lack of 
mental balance. It is a more serious thing to be 
lacking in moral and spiritual power—to be soul mad 
—than to be lacking in intellectual power,—to be 
mind mad. The madness of Festus as he said to 
Paul ‘‘Thou art mad’’ was a more fatal madness 
than that of Paul. Dr. Samuel Johnson had a friend 
named Smart, who was insane, and whose insanity 
took the shape of casting him on his knees in the 
middle of London streets, earnestly and seriously 
praying. Johnson used often to say, so Boswell tells 
us, ‘‘Rationally speaking, it is a greater madness not 
to pray at all than to pray as Smart does, but I am 
afraid there are so many who do not pray at all that 
their understanding is not called in question."’ An 
insane prayer that shows soul is less of a falling short 
than a mental brightness that shows lack of soul. 


« 


Self-Sacrifice 


S COOLLY as other men went about drilling 
armies to attain their supremacy, Jesus Christ 
went about offering himself to be ‘lifted up’’ 

in self-sacrifice. But where other men have been un- 
certain how their plans would come out,\he never felt 
the least doubt of his own overwhelming victory. I 
and the prince of this world are up for judgment be- 
fore mankind, he told them ; and now is the prince 
of this world cast’ out, and I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto myself. 

And it is a startling thought that Jesus Conquered 
his enemy and won the whole world with the use of a 
weapon that is just as much at the disposal of the 
scullery maid and the plowboy as it was at his own. 
It makes the hot blush of shame rush over us to real- 
ize that we so often despise the means that our Master 
used so valiantly. We wonder why our wit, our 
learning, our eloquence, bring no rich harvest of 
awakened hearts, no souls new born, and we mourn 
over our weakness, when in truth we are not weak, 
but obstinate, and selfish with a matchless selfishness. 

For Jesus never claimed to use any other power in 
winning men than that of self-sacrifice. He deemed 
it all-sufficient ; and it was. And he deemed it suffi- 
cient for the unlettered men whom he chose to be his 
successors as fishers of men. It brought in its train 
the Holy Spirit and every necessary lesser thing ; but 
all of these were withheld until they should be pre- 
ceded by this, Jesus and his teaching have some- 
times been made a great mystery where they are per- 
fectly plain. Some one has said, ‘‘ There are plenty 
of people who follow the religion of Christianity, but 





God, who made the gifted mind, made also, for the 
complete man, the aspiring spirit. Only as that spir- 
itual manhood is developed are we completely sane. 


yd 
Why Do We Condemn ? 


Because another is ‘‘all wrong’’ is no reason for 
our condemning him. In the first place we cannot 
know that he is as unworthy as he may seem, and in 
the second place our own records are entirely too frail. 
No one of us would dare to be judged by our fellows 
strictly on our ‘‘ merits,'’—the man who says or thinks 
he would is most to be pitied. And the failure in an- 
other that we are tempted to condemn harshly may be 
nearer victory than failure as God sees and knows. 
Earth sees the failures ; because heaven sees the vic- 
tories and the struggles, it was of heaven that Faber 
sang 

‘* There’s no place where earthly failings 
Have such kindly judgment given.’’ 


The only Man who never failed came not to condemn 
men, but to save them. Is it because we suppose 
that we can do better than He did to help others that 
we condemn so freely ? 

— 


Shall We Exchange, or Give ? 


Christmas ought riot to be a time of barter, 
though many seem to consider it so. ‘‘The cus- 
tom of exchanging gifts at this season,’ says a pastor 
or a superintendent in addressing the Sunday-school 
at the Christmas anniversary. Why ‘‘ exchanging ?"' 
The thoughtless use of that word mars the spirit 
of the day. Christ did not come into the world to ex- 
change anything with us : hecame to offer the best Gift 
that his and his Father's love could devise. Let us 
give to each other, on Christmas day, in that spirit. 
Bargaining is out of place on Christ's birthday. 


% 


as a Weapon 


very few who follow the religion of Christ.’ To all 
such Jesus revealed as his power the power of self- 
sacrifice ; and the power of the disciple is the power 
of his Master. Why make a mystery of it? 

Self-sacrifice is at once the easiest and the hardest 
thing in the world, and always the most powerful. 
Nothing is such a teacher ; nothing sheds so clear a 
light. Cleanness intensifies near-by dirt; shoddy 
looks quite well until it is placed beside fine cloth ; 
evil is never so certainly evil as when it is seen in the 
light of goodness. Every other good thing is more or 
less cleverly imitated by evil, but pure self-sacrifice 
admits of no imitation and leaves no argument. Satan 
attracts us by deceiving us about God and ourselves ; 
but Jesus defeats him by truth, by turning on the 
glaring light of self-sacrificing love. When life goes 
hard with us, and we rebel against God's dealings, 
and turn our faces toward heaven to assail it with 
complaints, the unselfish love of heaven's King turns 
the frowns and scowls to smiles, and leaves the hard 
words unuttered on our tongues. 

And all those little excuses we offer ourselves for 
not doing our work better, for not being more kindly 
2n the street, in the home and the church, in the 
light of Jesus’ sacrifice are seen every one to be 
branded with the mark of the Beast. That boastful 
claim that we have the right to do as we please in re- 
gard to certain pleasures and habits, and that we are 
not responsible for the weakness of others, is seen in 
its own despicable meanness when placed beside the 
cross. What a resistless power the crossis! The 
avalanche that sweeps trees, houses, and earth down 
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to the naked rock is not more terrific than the power 
of self-sacrifice to sweep away shams, 

On the other hand, nothing is so attractive and 
winsome as self-sacrifice. It quiets instantly the 
alertness with which we are always guarding ourselves 
against loss. We cannot lose anything to a man who 
is losing everything for our sake—except our hearts ; 
we shall surely lose those, and we do not regret it, 
for we are sure of him who takes our affection. The 
very stability of self sacrifice is a comfort, for there is 
nothing so shifty as selfishness, whirled about with a 
touch and breath of every new lust and desire ; and 
nothing is so reliable as unselfishness. 

Yet with all its winsomeness we can still call it a 
weapon, for it was the weapon with which our Lord 
declared he would smite the prince of this world to 
destruction. That ‘‘lifting up’’ showed the rival 
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candidates for the allegiance of humanity exactly as 
they were. Each was using his strongest weapon, — 
one, hate, and the other, love; and the decision is 
against the prince of this world. That Man who died 
for us has become the ideal of all the world ; for Jesus 
is the ideal even of those who are not trying very hard 
to attain it. To every man who ever heard of him, 
Jesus is, secretly or expressed, the standard of man- 
hood ; and that seed buried in the heart of us all 
makes us rebel against the captivity of evil even when 
we seem to be evil’s most willing servants. The 
power of self-sacrifice is that it conquers the heart, a 
citadel that is impregnable to weaker things. When 
you have tried all other weapons, try this. That 
friend, that class, that wayward one, will yield to this 
or nothing. It is the sharpest sword in the arsenal 
of heaven. 
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Shall We Offer Special 
Prayer for 1906 ? 


That the Sunday-school army of the world, twenty- 
six millions strong, is beginning to realize that the 
year 1906 will offer an opportunity for such a 
campaign for Christ as Christendom has never be- 
fore known, is becoming daily more and more evident. 
For twelve months the International Lessons will 
offer to those twenty-six millions a newly arranged 
series of studies in the Life of Christ. An indi- 
cation of the spirit of responsibility which this oppor- 
tunity is awakening is given in the following letter 
from a New Jersey reader : 

Is it too late to suggest that special prayer be made in Sun- 
day-schools, during the month of December, for a special 
blessing on the International Lessons for next year,—that 
these Lessons from the Gospels may lead both teachers and 
scholars into closer knowledge and love of, and fellowship 
with, the Master? 

If a mighty chorus of rightly offered prayer goes up 
to God from the Sunday-schools of the world, during 
the remaining Sundays in December, for His especial 
blessing upon the study and the teaching of the Life 
of Christ for the soul-saving and the character-build- 
ing of his children, how gladly will the Father answer 
that welcome petition! But let us remember that its 
answering depends upon our will to be used in bring- 
ing the answer to pass. John Potts, ‘*Grand 
Old Man"’ of the Sunday-school, and Chairman of 
the international Lesson Committee, will tell in 
next week's issue of The Sunday School Times 
why the Lesson Committee hopes for great things in 
1906, and he sounds a clear call to high endeavor. 
But high endeavor means downright hard work, 
drudgery sometimes. Teaching is not a matter of 
inspiration ; it is the hardest work that God calls us 
to do. Are we willing to pay the price for the an- 
swering of this prayer? If not, we had better let it 


go unprayed. 
a 


Should We Ever Pray 
“For Christ’s Sake” ? 


It is so easy to get into the habit of using conven- 
tional phrases thoughtlessly that it sometimes startles 
one to be faced with the fact that such a phrase is 
wrongly used. It is not a new truth that the phrase 
‘* for Christ's sake’’ at the close of a prayer is a mis- 
taken, unscriptural, and meaningless form of words. 
That truth was pointed out years ago in these columns. 
Yet when it was newly emphasized here a few weeks 
ago, it was, as the Editor confidently expected it 
would be, stoutly challenged. A Pennsylvania reader 
thinks that its long usage by good men, if no other 
reason, ought to vindicate it : 

On the first page of The Sunday School Times of October 
21 this sentence occurs: ‘‘ The mistaken and meaningless and 
unscriptural phrase ‘for Christ's sake,’ as used in concluding 
a prayer, is giving way to the form which rightly recognizes 
one’s covenant relations with God, ‘in Christ's name." 
Why do you say that the phrase “for Christ's sake"’ is mean- 
ingless and unscriptural? If it is a mistaken phrase, it has 
been used for a great many years. Why has the mistake—if 
it is a mistake—been made by so many good and learned 
men ? 

Good and learned men, like the rest of mankind, 
are easily betrayed into misreading their Bible. But 
here is another Pennsylvania inquirer, an Episcopal 
rector, who believes that the Bible justifies the ques- 
tioned use of that phrase. He writes : 


You call ‘unscriptural’’ the form of prayer ‘‘for Christ's 
sake." Haven't you overlooked Ephesians 4: 32, not to 





mention Romans 15: 30, and other passages not exactly 
prayers ? 


An Oregon Bible student goes more fully into the 
Bible passages which he believes authorize him to 
pray ‘‘for Christ's sake.’’ 


I cannot quite conclude that the phrase is meaningless and 
unscriptural. In Ephesians 4: 32 1 find these words, ‘‘ Even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.’’ ‘True, the 
American Revised Version has it ‘‘ Even as God also in Christ 
forgave you."’ Is there much difference in the meaning, 
whether we say im Christ, or dy, through, or for his sake? 

Or take 1 John 2: 12; ‘‘I write unto you little children, be- 
cause your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.’ Is ii 

simpiy and alone for the name that God forgives us, or rather, 
is it not for what it implies: Christ himself in his atoning 
sacrifice for sin ? 

God is frequently represented as doing things for the sake of 
those he loves. He said he would bless Isaac for Abraham's 
sake. Because he loved his chosen people ‘‘he reproved kings 
for their sakes."’ ‘‘David perceived that Jehovah had established 
him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for 
his people Israel's sake.'’ All through life we are doing things 
which we would not do but for the sake of those we dearly 
love. Is it a mere fancy, then, unmeaning and unscriptural, 
to believe that we may ask God for forgiveness, and for the 
spiritual blessings we so much desire, for the sake of his only 
and well-beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased? I am of 
the opinion that it is a great privilege, not only to pray ‘‘in 
his name,’’ but that we may ask God for his mercy and bless- 
ing for the sake of the One whom God loves supremely, and 
who is our Advocate before the Father, and whose influence 
at the court of heaven is our assurance of acceptance and 
salvation. 


A third Pennsylvania reader has this to say against 
the use of the phrase ‘‘ for Christ’s sake,’’ and con- 
cerning prayer ‘‘in Christ's name"’ ; 

You call the phrase ‘ for Christ's sake '’ mistaken, meaning- 
less, and unscriptural. It is mistaken as used in prayer, for it 
is not used in any Bible prayer ; but it is not meaningless, for 
it is used with the idea that Christ is an intercessor in prayer. 
This, however, is a mistaken idea, for he is a prayer-hearer, 
and having all fulness dwelling in him is able to supply all our 
need, as is said (t John 5:14), ‘‘And this is the boldness 
which we have in him [the Son of God], that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he heareth us"’ ; (v. 15), ‘‘ And if we 
know that he heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions which we have asked of him."’ It is, then, 
unscriptural to use at the close of prayer either of the phrases 
you quote, for no scripture prayer ends with either phrase. 
The address 4 always to Christ, ‘‘ for his name sake,"’ as in 
Psalm 23 : pi 2s : 11; 32:3; 79:9, and many oo , The 
meaning o Christ in John 14: 14,“ If ye shall ask anything in 
my name, that will I do it,"’ is that if we pray to him, using any 
name by which he is known, he will answer it. 

God and Christ are one. Therefore to ask God to 
do something ‘for Christ's sake’’ is to ask God to 
do, for the sake of One who is one with God, and who 
is God, something which God would not do for God's 
own sake alone. And that is a mistaken and mean- 
ingless way to make a prayer. It is unscriptural, for 
the phrase ‘‘for Christ's sake’’ is not used with any 
prayer in the Bible. The true meaning of a passage 
(Ephesians 4 : 32) that seemed indirectly to justify that 
use has been brought out by the rendering of the Re- 
vision. Because God and Christ are one, neither 
acts ‘‘for the sake of’’ the other. To do so would 
imply that there was some difference between them : 
that what one would not do for himself he will do for 
the other. God does not forgive us ‘‘for Christ's 
sake.’’ That would imply that God, who is love, is 
less ready to forgive us than is Christ. But God in 
Christ does forgive us. And God can forgive us only 
as we are in Christ; for Christ is life, and sin is 
death, and we who have sinned are dead beyond for- 
giveness unless we enter into the life which God in 
Christ freely offers. So God in Christ forgives us in 
Christ. 

The last two correspondents fail to recognize the 
profound significance of the passages which they 
quote containing the word ‘‘name,'’ because they 
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confound the Bible or Oriental use of ‘‘name’’ with 
our Occidental use of the word. With us,a ‘‘name’’ 


is often little more than a label. With Orientals, the 
‘‘name”’ stands for the most sacred, intimate identity 
of the person ; it is his innermost self, his whole life. 
Therefore, so far from the phrase ‘‘in Christ's name’’ 
being unscriptural in prayer, as the last correspondent 
seems to think, it is expressly ordered by Christ him- 
self as a condition of right prayer. ‘‘ Whatsoever ye 
shall ask im my name, that will I do (John 14 : 13); 
‘*that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you’’ (John 15: 16). We can- 
not pray acceptably to God unless we have entered 
into the life and being, the spirit and purposes, the 
NAME, of our Saviour who is one with God. But 
when we are truly in His name, one with him, we 
cannot pray wrongly ; therefore ‘‘ whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name’’ is assured in the asking. ‘‘In 
that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say ot 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you ; for the 
Father Aimse/f loveth you, because ye have loved me 
and have believed that I came forth from the Father’’ 
(John 16: 26, 27). What a petty, unworthy sort of 
prayer, by contrast, is that which begs or persuades 
an unwilling God to do for the sake of another what 
God cannot be fairly expected to do of himsel 

And because ‘‘ the name’’ is the life, the sins of little 
children who are in that divine life, and the sins of all 
who enter into it, are forgiven ‘‘ for his name's sake.”’ 
We are forgiven, or saved from the death of sin, for 
the sake of—that is, on account of-—the life, or the 
name, into which we have entered. Jehovah our 
shepherd guideth us ‘‘in the paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake’’ : in order to bring us into his 
own loving life. And we may pray with the Psalmist 
‘for thy name's sake lead me and guide me’’: be- 
cause of thine own loving life, show me how to serve 
thee. To ask the Father to do anything for his 
name’s sake is to ask him to do it because of what 
he is; and God welcomes such prayer. 

We have no such divine identity with Christ or 
with God as God and Christ have with each other. 
This fact accounts for a proper use of the phrase ‘‘ for 
Christ's sake,’’ both in and out of the Biblee We 
are to take pleasure in persecutions for Christ's 
sake, we are to be hated of all men for his name's 
sake, we are to be willing to be delivered unto death 
for Jesus’ sake. In other words, we are to live and 
endure and work for Christ's sake, —that is, on Christ's 
account, in order to serve him and forward his in- 
terests. Because of the eternal difference ‘between 
God's oneness with Christ and our relation to Christ, 
we must live for Christ's sake, but God does not need 
to act, or to be asked to act, for the sake of one whose 
will and being are his own. 


x 


‘* To investigate the sayings of Jesus Christ in order 
to understand the educational method which lies be- 
neath them,’’ is what Martin G. Brumbaugh says 
will be his purpose in his new series, ‘‘ How Jesus 
Taught,"’ to be published in the columns of The Sun- 
day School Times in 1906. 


KK 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 





PHILADELPHIA.— We have a Sunday-school class of sixteen 
girls, whose ages range from. eighteen to twenty-three years. 
Our teacher is a lawyer, a very fine man. He hasa thorough 
knowledge of the Bible, and is a good teacher, but neverthe- 
less in some way the lesson topic seems to get astray in the 
discussion of some point. For instance, if the lesson tells of a 
wicked man with a good father, the question of heredity is 
raised. Our girls are all in fairly good circumstances, although 
our church is considered to be quite well todo. The class is, 
as most classes are, composed of people of various likes and 
dislikes, differing notions of right and wrong. Some of our 
girls believe in the wrong of theater-going, dancing, and eard- 
playing, while others think it right, and look upon the others 
as rather peculiar. We are very anxious to make the class 
strong, delightful socially, and helpful to the superintendent. 
We might develop into teachers, substitutes at least, if trained. 
There are a thousand and one ways in which such a class 
might be a blessing to the school. Now comes the question 
of attendance of new members. Although we know that the 
Sunday-school is for any one to whom it can be helpful, we 
would hesitate in admitting one who might cause disturbance 
and party feeling. Do you think we should have an organiza- 
tion? Is there any book which might give a little light on this 
subject ?—A. M. L 


You certainly have a very fine opportunity to do some- 
thing worth while in a class like this. The side issues that 
you refer to as arising from time to time in a class are not 
always necessarily a waste of time, though a wise teacher 
will not allow any of them to take an unfair proportion of 
the time at the disposal of the class. The best way to 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 


A Christmas-Tree 
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in India 


“ By Lucia C. G. Grieve 


HE Christmas-tree is not numbered 
among the flora of India, and Christ- 
mas carols, with their burden of ice 
and snow, are a long way out of place 
in a land whose winter is sometimes 
a degree or two warmer than our sum- 
mer. But India is waking up slowly, 
like a child from an opium sleep, and 
one of the things she is taking to her 
heart is the Christmas-tree. 

As | stood and surveyed the glittering thing set up 
in.the place of honor in our big dining-room,—for a 
house seemed so much more cozy and inviting than 
the bare walls of the great square schoolroom,—I 
wondered if the children would understand. For I 
remembered that a Brahman wished to know why 
we honored this particular tree and what prayers 
we said to it; but I remembered also that, though 
most of these children had never seen a Christmas- 
tree before, many true and tried Christians would be 
present to rebuke any notion of idolatry. 

And such a tree it was! A graceful, willowy thing 
covered with yellow blossoms and long, slender green 
pods. Adorned with strings of shining glass balls, 
with wonderful animals of gold and silver paper, with 
bright ribbons and tinkling bells and strands and 
spider-webs of tinsel, and twinkling candles in shiny 
candlesticks (all the gift of a friend ‘‘ at home’’),— 
well, I cannot say it looked as fine as the handsome 
trees in American Sunday-schools, but it was really 
very beautiful. 

Promptly at six o'clock in the evening the children 
began to arrive, and for- an hour in companies and 
battalions from the schools and orphanages they came, 
and were seated cross-legged on the floor in close 
ranks, the little ones, of course, in the front. Poor 
little mites! Nearly every one had a sad history. 
Most were waifs from the famine of 
three years ago, and they were of all 
castes and nearly every shade of color, 
from the ebony black of the Mang to 
the soft Italian coloring and beauty of 
the true Mahratta. Most of these wee 
girls are widows or divorced wives, 
for girls in this part are married at 
anywhere from three to ten years of 
age. Plague, too, has done its work. 
But Christmas is not a time for sad 
thoughts, and the little faces are all 
aglow with excitement and pleasure. 

Though the pleasure is very evi- 
dent, the excitement is suppressed in 
true Hindoo fashion, and only a noise- 
less whisper or a sudden wave of a 
little dark hand toward something 
especially attractive, disturbs the 
statuesque pose of the boys sitting 
like a group of bronze Buddhas at 
some favorite shrine. The girls are 
fully as quiet, but the women, in a 
little knot by themselves, whisper 
audibly, and the scarcely-heard rustle 
of their garments as the little hands 
gesticulate freely, and the perpetual 
musical tinkle of the many-colored 
glass bangles, make a soft back- 
ground of sound. Other guests, self- 
invited, drop in and find seats where 
they can ; the servants from the neigh- 
boring compounds, the native wife of 
an English official, with her funny 
little sen who tries to sit up 
stiffly in a chair like an 
Englishman, but soon curls 
up his little legs like a na. 
tive, and, playing with the 
double wreath of flowers 
about his neck, falls fast 
asleep on the shoulder of 
his adoring aya. 

The native pastors and 
teachers are in the seats of 
honor on the long cane sofas 
by the door; the assistant- 
collector's wife, a fair young 
English lady whose presence 
adds grace and dignity to 
the meeting, has watched 
the ninetieth boy wriggle 





Why should I seek thee further sorrowing, 
When thou art near, in these that weep and pray? 
Why should I save my gold and myrrh to bring, 
When thou art here to take them, day by day? 
Ah, Lord of love, and hath my hove forgot ? 
Have I gone by and left thee in thy need? 
Wert thou an-hungered, and I knew it not? 
Wert thou athirst, and did I give no heed? 


My hands to serve thee beside thy board, 
Washing thy feet from stain; 

Thee in the least of thine, O Lord! 

So is thy promise my reward, 

Guerdon of toil and pain. 


himself into a space of two inches on the floor ; the 
missionary doctor, in whose house the assembly is 
(the other missionaries are all away sick), has taken 
her place at the baby organ, and the Sunday-school 
superintendent stands up and announces the hymn. 

Beautifully the children sing, —wonderfully so when 
one considers that singing in this part of India is en- 
tirely a Christian accomplishment. After several 
Christmas songs in Marathi, the older girls sing 
‘*Merry, merry Christmas’’ in English ; but such 
funny English it is! Then several children repeat 
verses prophetic of the coming of our Lord, and a 
little half-white boy tells the story of the wonderful 
birth of Jesus. Then more singing, interspersed with 
brief addresses by the pastors and teachers. When 
they have spent about an hour and a half in this way 
(the Hindoos never know when to end a meeting, be- 
ing accustomed to all-night sessions in the temples), 
and the candles, though replenished, are burning out, 
we suggest a change of program. 

The children have already received their Christmas 
gifts, chiefly clothing and a good dinner, but there 
are Christmas cards for the little ones, and these are 
now distributed. How the children love the bright 
pictures ! and how proud they are to make out the 
little verses in the forbidding Marathi text! Sweets 
of various sorts from the bazar are brought out from 
hiding, and as the boys pass out one by one, each 
holding up a corner of his jacket, the superintendent, 
the doctor, and the English lady each deposit therein 
a handful of the goodies dear to childish hearts the 
world over. 

The girls must wait for an escort and a lantern, 
though the moon is shining brightly, so I show them 
one of those folding German pictures of the Nativity ; 
and eagerly those who recognize the story (for, alas ! 
I do not speak their language) tell it with many ges- 













A Pilgrim Song 
By Mabel Earle 


M Y HEART in the manger, Lord, this day, 
Next to the oxen’s stall ; 
Where once thy baby fingers lay, 
Little and Weak on the dry, sweet hay,— 
Thou Who art Lord of all ! 


Why should I rest at home, when thou wert sent 
So far to seek me from thy mansion bright? 
Why crave for glory, when thou wert content 
With humble helplessness,—thou, Lord of Light! 
I -vill go forth to thee, past fields of snow, 
And desert mountains stretching far apart, 
Nor ask for comfort while I seek and go, 
If at the last I find thee where thou art. 


My gold and myrrh to the Manger-King, 
Yonder at Bethlehem ; 

Frankincense to his feet I bring: 

Hark, how the hastening shepherds sing ! 
I will draw near with them. 


I also, O my God I! 





Lord, have | found thee in thine own at last, 
And goest thou before me to thy doom? 
Lord, did I break miy priceless box, and cast 
Its spikenard on thee only for the tomb? 

Is there no other path for thee, Most High, 
Save that where Kidron’s gnarléd olives twine? - 

Where yonder cross stands black against the sky, 
So only can I keep to thee and thine ? 


My feet to the path thy feet made dear, 
Where once in thy pain they trod; 

My soul to the darkness drawing near; 

My hands to the nails, my heart to the spear ; 


* 721 


tures to their more ignorant or dull-witted companions. 
Then they too melt away, the little bare feet making 
no sound, the voices hushed in the stillness charac- 
teristic of Indian childhood. 

And may God grant that this little seed-sowing has 
not been in vain ! 

SaTAaRA, INDIA. 


‘ee 
FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 





The Christmas Bear 
By Alix Thorn 


T WAS at a big toy-shop in a busy city that, one 
October day, Jack spied the furry bears, black, 
brown, and white, sitting in a cheerful row facing 

the door. They were not real bears, but they looked 
as natural as possible, at least as baby bears wouid 
look, I'm sure, if they had stolen away from the Zoo 
to sit politely in doll-chairs in a toy-shop. 

You see, their legs were jointed, and it was most 
interesting to work them up and down. Then, too, 
they were all soft curls from the top of each funny 
head to the tip of every plump little paw. - 

Five- year-old Jack was with Big Sister, and she was 
looking at some baskets, when she heard a soft little 
‘¢Ah-h-h !"’ of delight, then a rapturous giggle, and 
then she turned to see Jack standing with his sturdy 
legs far apart, watching the bears, 

‘«Like them, boy?’’ inquired Big Sister. 

‘Oh !’’ breathed Jack. ‘*Oh, Margaret ! 
just like’em. I guess 1” most love 'em !"’ 

He patted one brown nose, shook the black paw of 
another, but he smoothed softly, with a kind little 
hand, the head of the small white bear, 

One cannot stay forever in beautiful toy-shops, and 
Big Sister and Jack went away before long and took 
the car for home. Jack was very quiet that evening, 
pretty quiet the next morning, and at last he told his 
mother and Big Sister of a wonderful plan. He was 
going to save his pennies until Christ- 
mas, yes, every one, and then go 
straight to that toy-shop and buy the 
little white bear for his new cousin, 
who lived many miles away. 

Jaek had not seen this cousin, but 
two weeks before the postman had 
brought a thick envelope addressed to 
Jack himself, and inside was the pic- 
ture of a merry little baby, who ap- 
peared to have more skirts than he 
knew what to do with. On the back 
of the picture was written, ‘‘ William 
Hamilton Cathcart, Jr., aged five 
months and four days.’’ This picture 
stood upon the shelf in Jack’s room. 
Every day he saw William Hamilton 
Cathcart, Jr., looking down upon him, 
and he felt very grown-up indeed be- 
side such a tiny boy. 

The weeks passed by, and twice 
Jack had been to the toy-shop to see 
if the small bear was still there. 
Once he went with his mother, and 
later with Big Sister. He watched 
it and stroked it and talked to it, yet 
he always noticed the other bears 
some, too. He didn’t want them to 
feel neglected, you see. But he felt 
almost as if the dear little white bear 
was his own. The bank was grow- 
ing, oh, so heavy ! 

The first week in December Big 
Sister went again with Jack to look 

up the white bear, and when 
they reached the shop noth- 
ing could be seen of him. 
‘*Oh, Margaret,’’ cried 
Jack imploringly, ‘ Oh, 
Margaret, some one has 
bought him, some one 
has! Oh, ask'em where it 


ee 


I don't 


The clerk was almost as 
much interested as they 
were, and said she was quite 
sure that especial bear had 
not been sold. She remem- 
bered one of the brown ones 
had been sent out that morn- 
ing. Sure enough, hiding 
behind a doll carriage, at 
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last they found the missing bear, cheerful and white 
as ever. 

‘*We'll open your bank to-day, Jack,’’ said Big 
Sister, ‘‘and see if you haven’t money enough to buy 
that bear.”’ 

And so that very afternoon the pennies, dimes, and 
quarters were counted, and there was enough to buy 
the little white bear, and five cents over. 

So the bear came to Jack's home next morning. 
He sat up very straight in Jack's camp-chair, and he 
held furry paws high above his head, as if to show 
how tall he was. Later he was packed in a strong 
box, and on the cover was printed, 

For MASTER WILLIAM HAMILTON CATHCART, JR. 
Jack watched the expressman carry it away, watched 
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the wagon. disappear down the street, and only Big 
Sister saw the tremble of his lips and the tears that 
gathered in the big brown eyes. 

Well, when Christmas morning came, and Jack 
hurried to the library to see his presents, he merely 
glanced at his bulging stocking, for there by the fire- 
place sat a small something, white and furry, with 
paws held high above his head,—what but a little 
white bear ! 

Jack lifted up his treasure, cuddling it in warm, 
loving arms. He smiled blissfully as- he whis- 
pered, ‘‘I guess I know just how William Hamil- 
ton feels this day, mother, ' fore his letter comes, —I 
know.”’ 


MounT VERNON, N. Y. 








Saint Cecilia of the Court 
By Isabella R. Hess 








XII The Shadow Settling Over Jim- 


ECILIA never forgot to tell Jim any item 
of interest, and when the very few supper 
dishes had been cleared away, she sat 
down cozily by the little stove to tell him 
ail the news of the Court. Even the 
boys, knowing as well as she the important 
events of the day, still liked to listen to her rendering 
of them. Mickey Daley, busily engaged in drawing 
a marvelous rabbit on the frost-touched panes of Jim’s 
door, voiced the sentiment of his friends, when he an- 
nounced one evening, ‘‘Sure, Jim, ’twas nice in here 
afore the Saint kem here, but it’s even finer now.”’ 

‘It is that,"’ Jim responded promptly. ‘*’Tis as 
much finer as my flute there is finer than your wooden 
whistle,’’ 

The boys looked up expectantly. Any reference to 
his flute meant, usually, its coming down from the 
shelf. But if Jim meant to take it down, he said noth- 
ing, only knocked the ashes from his pipe. 

‘You're a goin’ to play, ain't you, Jim?’’ queried 
Mickey. 

‘¢And what makes you think I am?”’ 
expressed great surprise. 

«Cause we all want yer to."" Mickey's reasoning 
might have been faulty, but it was effective. Jim 
reached for his flute, and remarked affably, ‘'’ Tis few 
things you'll be gettin’ in this world just because ye 
want them! So you might as well have this so long 
as you can get it for the asking."’ 

Cecilia, so close to the fire that one cheek glowed 
red in the warmth, looking lovingly at Jim as he 
leaned back against the wall, his scant hair ruffled, 
his eyes fixed dreamily on the ceiling. She thought, 
as she looked, that his face looked thinner than usual, 
and his black eyes seemed set farther back from his 
grayish biack brows. She leaned forward anxiously, 
and asked, ‘‘ You' re feeling all right, ain't you, Jim ?’’ 

Jim took the flute from his mouth, and his glance, 
half loving, half grateful, met hers. ‘* Did you ever 
know me to be sick, Cecilia?’’ She never had, and 
she laughed lightly as she leaned back in the stove’s 
shadow. 

As if to prove that he was indeed feeling quite well, 
Jim played the most rollicking airs he knew, while 
the boys applauded vigorously. Then he played one 
which they a// seemed to know, for they listened at- 
tentively while he played, and then shouted their ap- 
proval. 

‘« That was bully, wasn’t it?’’ remarked Mickey to 
Andy Flynn, who, seated contentedly upon the floor, 
was half asleep, with his head upon his knees, 
propped up under his chin. ‘*What was it?’’ he 
asked sleepily. 


Jim's face 





SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.—A new family has 
moved into a tenement neighborhood known as “‘ the Court,” 
The little red-haired daughter Cecilia is soon nicknamed 
Saint Cecilia,—a name sharply contrasting with that of her 
younger brother, ‘* Puddin’.” Jim Belway, a cobbler, whose 
shop is always open to the boys of the Court, has become a 
firm friend of the Saint's. The cloud of Cecilia's life is her 
mother's bondage todrink. A crisis in the affairs of the family 
is reached when ‘‘ Puddin’ "’ is hurt by a fall down the stairs. 
His injurics are serious, but Saint Cecilia, who has a very 
vague and mistaken impression of a hospital, flatly refuses to 
allow him to be moved from the house. A visit to the dreaded 
hospital, prearranged by Jim, and the tenderness of Dr. 
Hanauer whom she meets there, quite win her over, and pave 
the way for ‘' Puddin’s’’ entrance. One morning Cecilia's 
mother fails to waken, and the empty bottle tells the story. 
Friends of the court, poor but sympathetic, perform the last 
acts of kindness for Mrs. Sweeney. On a visit to the hospital 
Cecilia meets Billy Daniels, who is fighting the same foe that 
overcame her mother. 





‘‘Ah, goon!’’ Mickey's tones were full of scorn. 
‘¢ Don’t we sing it in school !”’ 

‘«Sure,’’ one of the other boys responded. 
‘America,’ '’ 

‘*I say it ain't!’ Mickey's tones were decided. 
‘*What do you know about it? It's ‘My Country 
’Tis of Thee.’ *’ 

‘‘Well, I say it ain’t!’’ The tones were just as 
decided, and a trifle warlike. ‘It says «‘ America’ 
over the piece. If you could read, you'd know it.’’ 

Mickey sprang to his feet, prepared to settle the de- 
bate with his fists, but Jim simply leaned forward, and 
said quietly, ‘‘ And did you forget that I was tellin’ 
you if ye ever started fightin’ in this shop, you'd stay 
out?’’ Mickey's fist dropped to his side, but he an- 
nounced in tones of subdued emphasis that when the 
leader of the affirmative side appeared at the pump 
in the morning, he'd punch the name into him. 

‘*Your name is Mickey, and your name is Daley.’’ 
Jim's voice was that of a calm referee. «And if 
you' ve got two names, sure a song could have as many. 
So you're both right. But I'm telling you this, Mic- 
key Daley, and do you be mindin’ it! There's many 
aman right with his tongue that’s wrong with his 
fists !*’ And then he tenderly played a few measures 
of the Saint's one song, hoping she would sing it, as 
she often did, since he had picked up the air—but 
she had fallen asleep, her red hair even redder than 
usual, in the glare of the fire. She woke when the boys 
went, and as she followed them out, she called back 
cheerily, ‘‘’Tis a surprise I have for breakfast for 
you, Jim !”’ 

But next morning, when she had set the little table, 
and put on it her surprise, two buns bought with the 
nickel she had saved by walking to the hospital, she 
found Jim lacking in appetite, if not in enthusiasm. 

‘*You are mighty good, Cecilia,’’ he said as he 
drank a little of his tea. 

‘*But you ain't eatin’ ’em,’’ she answered in dis- 
appointed tones. 

To please her, he tried to and failed. “My head 
aches this morning—I'll be eatin’ ’em for supper,’’ 
he said as he went away, 

All day long, Cecilia tried to keep from looking at 
the dainties, with the little currants in the frosting, 
for fear she should be tempted to eat them. When 
Jim came home in the evening, they stood upon the 
table, but he sat down wearily, and put his head on 
his arms. 

‘« What is it, Jim? What is the matter?’’ She 
bent over him anxiously. 

** My head is achin'—and my chest is achin’—and 
my sides is achin'—in fact, I guess, I'm all one big 
ache." He tried to say it jestingly, but she saw that 
his face was drawn and his eyes strangely bright. 

‘Go lay down, Jim—and I'll cover you all up— 
and I'll put a cloth on your head,’’ and while she 
spoke, she took the frayed towel from the hook, and 
oe over it a dipper of water. With a sigh of re- 

ief, Jim threw himself across the little bed, and Ce- 
cilia, stooping to lay the cooling towel on his head, 
felt how hot it was. 

When the boys came in as usual, she whispered to 
them that Jim had a headache, and was asleep, and 
they tiptoed out. All the evening she watched by his 
bedside, dampening the cloth as it grew dry and warm. 

Jim, who had fallen asleep immediately, turned 
restlessly about, but did not waken. Ten o'clock, 
and eleven came, still he tossed about, and once in a 
while, seemed to moan in his sleep. Cecilia felt that she 
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could not leave him, so she quietly fixed the little fire 
and decided to spend the night. Her tireless hands 
straightened the thin little coverlet, and bathed his 
head, and her eyes grew wide and bright, as the 
night wore on, and Jim began to mutter in his sleep. 
He tugged restlessly at the buttons on his shirt— 
‘The ticket is here! If I only had the money to 
take it back.”’ 

‘What is it, Jim?’’ She bent over him tenderly, 
but he only turned about, and half-opened his eyes in 
a way that frightened her. 

She never knew before how long the night was. 
She heard the church bell strike the hours, and was 
angrily annoyed that it seemed so long between the 
strokes. Once when she had heard it strike four, she 
knew the clock must have stopped because she did 
not hear it strike five ; but long after she had decided 
it must be almost time for the people to go to work, 
it struck the five clear tones. She could scarcely 
trust her senses that it had been only an hour. At 
last, there came a few faint streaks of gray, and, from 
the courtyard, she could hear the creaking of the pump 
handle, the sure sign that a meal was in process of 
preparation. 

She was glad when Mickey stopped in on his way 
to school,—Mickey was the only boy in the Court 
whom she treated as an equal. ‘‘ Mickey,’’ she fal- 
tered, ‘‘ Jim’s sick—he’s awful sick !’’ 

‘‘Is he?’’ There was more wonderment than act- 
ual sympathy in Mickey's tones. ‘‘ Ain't he goin’ 
to work?’’ That to Mickey, was the distinguishing 
point between merely being ill and being dangerously, 
interestingly sick. 

‘‘Going to work!’’ the Saint echoed wearily. 
‘*He’s been burning all night, and rolling.’’ 

While Mickey went back to tell his mother, Cecilia 
tried to straighten the bed, and she washed Jim's face, 
as she had seen the nurse wash Puddin’s. He seemed 
to brighten, and said something about getting up, but 
trying to rise, he fell back upon his pillow with a moan 
and slept again. 

It seemed only a moment until Mrs. Daley came 
in, and her feet beat a merry tattoo, as she stepped 
across the floor, owing to her economical habit of 
wearing out Mr. Daley's shoes, when they had out- 
lived their usefulness to their original owner, She 
felt Jim’s head with the air of one experienced, and 
bent over to listen to his breathing, and her cheery 
face clouded. ‘‘’Tis sick he is, Cecilia !’’ 

‘Is he awful sick, Mrs. Daley?’’ Cecilia's face 
was very white as she spoke. 

‘*God bless you, child. I ain't no doctor!’’ She 
bent over Jim as she spoke, and her strong arms lifted 
him to the pillow. ‘‘ But it’s a doctor had ought be 
here !’’ 

‘*He got a doctor for Puddin’ !'’ Cecilia made a 
brave effort to keep the sob back, but failed. 

‘And if he did? Shame on you now to be cryin’ 
over it! Do you go to the drug store and tell the man 
to send the doctor in.’’ Mrs. Daley knew from ex- 
perience the way to proceed. 

*« Will he come for the asking ?’’ 
was very eager. 

‘* He will that ! Go, now, Cecilia, and I ll be waitin’ 
till you come back.’’ And without waiting a moment, 
Cecilia sped out, across the courtyard, and down the 
street to the store. The clerk stepped forward as she 
entered, and, used as he was to the Court and its 
people, he noted the drawn face and the wide fright- 
ened eyes. Her voice, shrill and high-pitched, yet 
was timid and pleading. ‘‘ Will you be sending the 
doctor? Jim is awful sick, and Mrs, Daley she said 
you'd send him for the asking.’’ 

‘*Sure!’’ His voice was cheery and he laid his 
hand on her shoulder kindly. ‘* And who's Jim?’’ 

‘*Don't you know Jim? Jim Belway, he mends 
shoes in the Court. And he's awful good, and will 
you send him right away?” The Saint's heart was 
in her eyes, and the clerk, noting it, promised to send 
the doctor as soon as he came in, and even asked her 
how to spell ‘* Belway,"’ as he wrote it down, and she 
felt comforted when he stuck the paper on a rack. It 
took but a moment to speed back to the Court, and 
take up her place at Jim’s bed. Mrs. Daley went 
back to her washing, and with a sinking fear at her 
heart ; all the Court loved Jim, for scarcely one that 
he had not at some time befriended. 

Jim slept off and on all morning, and even when 
awake, he didn't seem like Jim; he called Cecilia 

‘* Margaret,’’ and kept saying, ‘‘I'm keepin’ the 
ticket, Margaret."’ 

She bent over him, and smoothed back his hair ten- 
derly. _ ‘* Don’t you be knowin’ my name ain’t Mar- 
gret, Jim? You know I'm Cecilia, Cecilia what's 
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Capturing a Whole Department 


There are communities where a change in the time of 
holding the Sunday-school session has been known to work 
wonders in emptying the homes into the Sunday-school. 
Here is an instance. The Rev. W. T. Dorward, pastor of 
the Stelton, New Jersey, Baptist Church, one Sunday 
morning announced that the Sunday-school would be held 
immediately at the close of the morning preaching service 
instead of at the usual hour in the afternoon. ‘ This will 
be tried for a few weeks,’’ said he, ‘‘ as an experiment.’’ 
So well did it work that at the close of a month’s trial it 
was arranged to permanently meet at the close of the 
morning preaching service. When that announcement 
was made, the superintendent of the Home Department 
approached the pastor with consternation depicted on her 
countenance. 

‘* Pastor, what is to become of the Home Depart- 
ment ?”’ 

** Well, what is the matter with it ??’ 

‘* Why,’’ said she, ‘‘ all but two of them have joined the 
school, and the two who have not are invalids.’’ 

This worker did not realize that so well had her Home 
Department accomplished its purpose that the highest aim 
had been reached,—so deeply interesting its members in 
the study of the Scriptures that they will attend the sessions 
of the school.—A New Jersey pastor. 


. 
Couldn’t be Done,—72 Students Secured 


It often happens that those who should be most deeply 
interested in Home Department work take no interest in it 
whatever. A young lady found that state of affairs existing 
in the Sunday-school with which she was connected. The 
pastor did not think-the time just ripe for the organization 
of that work, and the superintendent of the school did not 
wish to assume any additional burdens, and then, too, he 
did not think the department would work in that school. 
‘* The aims of the Home Department are laudable,’’ said 
he, ‘** but the people of the church would not take an in- 
terest in it.’’ 

But one young lady thought differently, and having re- 
cently attended a convention where she heard a speaker 
say that all that is needed to make a Home Department is 
some person willing to study the Bible according to the 
plan of the Home Department lessons, a lesson leaf, and 
some person willing to carry that leaf to the person who is 
willing to study it, she determined to test the matter by 
making a canvass of the church. So successful was she in 
her efforts that seventy-two persons signified their willing- 
ness to take up the study of the Scriptures on the plan of 
the Home Department. Armed with that list of names, 


she approached her pastor, and thus compelled him to, 


sanction the movement and arrange for its organization. 
Thus one young lady forced indifferent officials to the per- 
formance of their duty, and made possible a strong Home 
Department.— Zhe Rev. M. £. Snyder, Ph.D., Bridgeton, 
N. J. 

“ 


What Kind of a Visitor are You ? 


It seems strange to speak of the spiritual side of the Home 
Department, for it is generally supposed that all Home De- 
partment-work is spiritual, the same as any part of the Sunday- 
school work. -But it is greatly to be feared it is not. There 
is danger often of its falling into business or secial chan- 
nels.. Many Visitors appear to. think they have done their 
duty if they go tothe door, and, handing in the qnarterly, 
say, “ Please give this to Mrs. Blank,’’ or merely send it 
through the mail. 

One member of a certain Home Department said to the 
superintendent, ‘*I wish you would cross my name off the 
roll, I never see my Visitor, and much of the time I do 
not get a quarterly.’’ One time she found her lesson- 
paper lying on the hall-rack. Upon inquiry no one 
knew how it got there. It was, however, decided it had 
been left with the servant, who had carelessly laid it down 
and forgotten it, which, likely, was the case with the other 
papers not received. 

It was with difficulty that this member was persuaded to 
remain in the department, and then only by the superintend- 
ent promising to take her on her own list and look after 
her herself. 

Some time after, an earnest plea was made by the super- 
intendent for more Visitors, and this member volunteered 
to become one, and is now one of the most consecrated 
workers in that department. What a loss that department 
nearly sustained through the negligence of a Visitor! It is 
no wonder such Visitors never have any satisfactory report 
to hand in to the superintendent. 

Frequently a Visitor will report, ‘‘ You may as well cross 
such and such a member off. She does not seem to be 
interested, and I can never get any farther than the door.” 
The superintendent of the Home Department mentioned 
above received so many such discouraging reports, she de- 
cided to see for herself what the trouble was. Starting on 
a tour of inspection, each place where the Visitor had said 


she was not admitted the superintendent was most cordially 
received, and it was not difficult to draw them into an ani- 
mated spiritual conversation, by using a little tact. During 
the conversation at one such place mention was made in a 
casual manner of the Visitor. The member’s face quickly 
changed as she said she did not know much about her, as 
she only came to the door and handed her her book. 

It is probable this Visitor goes with such a hurried, busi- 
ness-like air that the heart of the one called on does not 
feel warmed by her approach. The model Visitor is the 
one who goes with a smile on her face, who is personally 
interested in each individual member, and makes her feel 
she is; who rejoices with those who rejoice, and weeps 
with those who weep. With such it is not difficult to draw 
one gradually into heart-to-heart conversation; in fact, 
this comes most naturally, and it is, after all, what the 
Home Department stands for.— £//a Louise Hackett, Phtla- 
delphia. 





MAPLE VALLEY, December 5, 1905. 
DEAR SARAH : 


Ever since you told me about that 
new Home Department plan at Clifton Court 
House, it has set hard on my mind. It’s 
many a year since I've been to Sunday-school, 
and I feel as though I'd surely like to bea 
member of one again,—especially when you 
don’t have to go away from home to attend 
wt. So I'm going to have a Home Depart 
ment, too,—a sort of correspondence kind. 
For I’ve written to Jim and Martha, and 
we've planned to write at least one letter a 
week, between us, about the Sunday-school 
lesson. Sometimes [ll write to one of them, 
and sometimes one of them will write to me. 
They won't be family letter. about how Jim 
ts getting along in business, or about how 
Martha’s children are doing, but they'll 
Just be letters about the Sunday-school lessons. 
They'll have to be plain and simple and 
every-day kind of letters so I can understand 
them; and I hope pa may get interested in 
them, too,—although his heart has been hard- 
ened toward religion so many years. But 
we'll havea Home Depariment in the family, 
—and, anyhow, the letters will be printed in 
The Sunday School Times. 

Your aunt, 
MARY. 











How a Country Sunday-School Does It 


When one of our workers proposed the organizing of a 
Home Department, he received no encouragement. The 
rest of us did not favor the plan. We thought the Home 
Department was for city churches only. We knew of few 
invalids in our community, Those too indifferent to come 
would not study the lesson, Still, if he wished to try it, 
we had no objections. It might do a little good, and of 
course every little would count. Enthusiastic, weren’t 
we? So the matter was dropped, and we thought no more 
about it. 

Not long after, the friend of the Home Department re- 
ported a large class. Imagine our surprise. How did he 
get them? Who were they? It seemed almost too good 
to be true. 

Since no others seemed interested, he had gone about 
the work alone. He had canvassed the country most 
thoroughly. Within a radius of four or five miles he had 
visited every home whose members did not attend Sunday- 
school. He usually began by asking them to attend. They 
would give their reasons for not doing so, and he would 
introduce the Home Department. 

All that fall and winter the gray-haired Christian went on 
his rounds. No matter what the weather, those quarter- 
lies were delivered in due time. 

The next spring the friend of the Home Department 
moved away. He had learned to love the work, and was 
loath to leave it. Yet he saw in this—his leaving—a new 
opportunity. As the'time for departure drew near, he re- 
doubled his efforts. He urged those who could to become 
members of the main school, and of the church as well. I 
am glad to say that several of them did. In bidding fare- 
well to those who were really shut-ins, he found the way 
open for a few earnest words regarding their Saviour. 

That was several years ago. Our Home Department is 
still alive and active. Its friend did not fail to make for it 
other friends. He engaged them to take up the work at 
once. It is now well organized. Our pastor is its super- 
intendent. He has a Visitor in each neighborhood. One 
of them was once a member of the Home Department. 





I wish that I could tell the story of every home into which 
the Home Department has entered. What a volume it 
would make ! 

Here is a typical family. They could not attend Sun- 
day-school. It was too far. The mother was never very 
well. They had so much to do, and it took so long to 
get all the children ready. But perhaps the father best 
explained the situation when he said, ‘‘ 1’m not a religious 
man myself.’’ The mother accepted one of the quarter- 
lies, though she ‘‘ didn’t know that she’d get time to study 
it.’’ But she did, and soon inquired about some little 
lesson cards for the children. These were gladly supplied. 
The mother is still a member of the Home Department, 
and is now an earnest Christian. The father is not yet ‘‘a 
religious man,’’ but he takes the older children to Sunday- 
school, and always stays for church, 

Here is a glimpse into one of the homes in our Home 
Department. Mrs, C is an invalid. She lives with her 
daughter. There are four little ones in the home. With 
the care of her mother and her babies, the daughter is little 
less of a shut-in than is the invalid. What a blessing the 
Home Department is to them ! 

Our Home Department takes in a number of parents 
who attend church, but ‘‘ can’t keep the babies still through 
two services,’? a number of old people, several who are 
sick, many overburdened mothers, a few who ‘‘ can’t get 
up early on Sunday mornings,’’ and others who have 

**somehow got out of the habit.’’ About these last there 
has been some question. Some will say, ‘‘ Why do you go 
there? They are as well able to come to Sunday-school 
as you are.’’ We have found, though, that this is a good 
way to get them there. The Home Department gets them 
interested. And that is just what they need,—to get in- 
terested. As one man said: ‘‘I used to think I couldn’t 
get to Sunday-school, after working hard all week, but I 
found I could when I wanted to, that is, when I wanted to 
bad enough. And I don’t feel any more tired, either.’’ 

Has your Sunday-school a Home Department? if not, 
you are missing a glorious opportunity. It has helped 
others, it will help you. Through it you may follow in the 
footsteps of him who ** went about doing good.’’—A Union 
County, lowa, Worker. 





. 
“The Home Department Corner” 


The Home Department was given a place in the Sunday- 
school room called ‘*The Home Department Corner’? at 
the Rally Day service, and a typewritten list of the mem- 
bers with their addresses was placed there. For more 
than a year it has been the custom of many of the mem- 
bers, when they reach the church on Sunday for the morn- 
ing preaching service, to go into the schoolroom, sit in 
their Home Department Corner, and join in the closing 
exercises, which are generally conducted by the pastor, 
thus keeping in close touch with th. school. 

This Home Department is wide awake during the sum- 
mer also, for when the members leave town for their 
vacations their addresses are recorded, and their lesson 
papers mailed to them, Often new members are gained in 
this way, for the Home Department is brought to the no- 
tice of those with whom they are spending their vacation, 
and new departments are started. 

One member spent her vacation in the country last sum- 
mer, and when the time came to go home she left her 
Home Department quarterly with the lady of the house, 
for those remaining there. Soon after her return home she 
reported this to the Visitor, who supplied her with another, 
and added the new names to the mailing list. As the new 
quarter comes around these people have lesson papers 
mailed to them, and so the work continues to grow.—/da 
B. Anderson, New Orleans, 


“ 
A Home Department Reception 


Not long ago the officers of a large Sunday-school were 
impressed with the idea that it would be a gracious ser- 
vice for the workers of the school to tender a reception to 
the members of the Home Department thereof. Accord- 
ingly plans were discussed, and the reception thoroughly 
advertised. Every worker in the school was put on a com- 
mittee with something to do in order to help make the func- 
tion a great success. Invitations were sent to the members 
of the department, with return postals for their acceptance. 

On the eventful evening the lecture room, which was 
arranged as much like a parlor as possible, was decorated 
with the school colors. Committees were on hand to re- 
ceive the guests, to introduce them to one another and to 
the workers of the school, to entertain them with music and 
recitations, and to serve them with ice cream and cake. 

It is difficult to decide whether the entertainers or 
the entertained had the better time. It was the unani- 
mous opinion of all present that the reception should be 
repeated some months hence, If you have not already 
done so, try a Home Department reception, as well for the 
sake of interesting your school in its Home Department as 
for interesting the Home Department in its school.— 7he 
Rev. A. H. McKinney, Ph. D., Newark, N. J. 
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Ways to Help That Class of Yours 








Becoming a Trained Questioer 


To many a Sunday-school teacher the art of questioning 
is unknown, or, if known, is neglected. And yet it is one 
of the best weapons a skilful teacher can use in the de- 
velopment of the lesson, She who would be a successful 
teacher in the real sense of the word must master this im- 
portant art, 

No public school teacher is permitted to stand before 
her class without having first been trained in the art of 
questioning. This training is just as necessary for the 
Sunday-school teacher who would do good work, and that 
is what the earnest teacher aims to do. 

The teacher who stands before her class and asks no 
questions, but does all the talking herself, however uplift- 
ing her theme, however pure her diction or eloquent her 
discourse, is a failure as a teacher, and is out of her proper 
place. Her place is in the pulpit or on the lecture plat- 
form, and not before a Sunday-school class, 


Why You Ought to Question 


Let us lpok at the advantages of proper questioning : 

1, The teacher finds out what the pupil knows, and how 
he knows it. af she lacks this knowledge, she cannot con- 
nect new truths with the old, and thus she violates an im- 
portant educational principle: ‘* Proceed from the known 
to the unknown,”’ 

2. She has no means of discovering the child’s difficulties 
and misconceptions except by questioning. 

_ 3. A child remembers what he has said to you in answer 
to a question long after he has forgotten what you said to 
him on a certain occasion. 

4. Questioning excites the interest of the pupil, and thus 
secures his attention. A good question should have the 
elements of the unexpected in it. It should surprise the 
mind with some fresh and novel view of the subject. 

5. It cultivates the habit of self-questioning on the part 
of the pupil. In all after-study a pupil who has been 
properly taught will find himself asking questions in his 
own mind as he reads his Bible. 

6. At the end of the lesson a few well-planned and well- 
put questions test the result of what you have taught. 


How to Question 


1. Avoid long questions. Let them be short and to the 
point. Use the fewest possible words in shaping them. 
They should also be such as will not require long answers. 

2. Never ask three or four questions in succession before 
receiving an answer to the first. It is confusing. The 
child does not know which to answer. 

3. Asa rule, questions that require the answer ‘ Yes’”’ 
or **No”’ should not be asked. Not, ‘‘ Did Nicodemus 
come to Jesus by night?’’ but, ‘* When did Nicodemus 
come to Jesus?”’ 

4. They should contain no hint or clue to the answer. 
Not, ** After leaving Nazareth jesus made his home in 
Capernaum, did he not?’’ but, ** Where did Jesus make 
his home after leaving Nazareth ?’’ 

5. They should not be of the alternate form. Not, ‘* Did 
Jesus sit or stand when teaching in the synagogue ?’’ but, 
‘*What was the position of Jesus while teaching in the 
synagogue ?’’ 

6. They should not be elliptical. Not, ‘‘ As they went 
through the corn-fields, his disciples were hungered, and 
began to do what?’’ but, ‘* When the hungry disciples 
passed through the corn-fields, what did they do ?’’ 

7. They should be definite. The class should not be 
thrown into a state of’ wonder as to what the teacher is 
driving at. Here is an example of a vague, indefinite 
question: ‘* What was Solomon’s temple like?’’ Put 
that question to yourself, teacher, and answer it if you can. 
Then why expect the children to know what you want? 
Such questions only serve to bewilder them. 

8. Adapt your questions to the age and capacity of the 
pupil, They should not be too difficult, yet by no means 
pointless or silly or too easy, Children know more than 
you give them credit for. They don’t require spoon-feeding, 
Too much of that kind of thing 1s done in Sunday-schools, 

The child is interested in, ** What is it?’’ 

The boy in, ** How is it?’’ 

The youth in, ‘* Why is it? ”’ 

The man in, ** Whence is it?” 

9. Never ask a question for the sake of killing time. 
Your bright boy will soon find you out. 

10. Never ask questions intended to display your sharp- 
ness or your own learning. Your class will say, ‘* She 
thinks she knows it all.’’ 

11, Vary the form of your question to avoid monotony. 

12. Questions should lead the pupil some whither. They 
should not be haphazard, but should be in such an order 
as to form a systematic and progressive development of the 
subject. 


In the Absence of Special Training 

A teacher says: ‘*I know I am a poor questioner, but 
how am [| to learn the art without attending a training- 
school ? ” 

1. Be in earnest about wishing to improve. 

2. Have a thorough knowledge of what you wish to 
teach. Know a subject in itself and in all its relations. 
Have a clear conception of its important points and its 
difficulties. 








Your superintendent would doubtless welcome the 
suggestion from you that next Review Sunday can 
be made a great success through the use of The 
entitled 
$1 pays for a hundred, postpaid. 


Sunday School Times Review 


** God’s Goodness.’’ 


Exercise, 











3. For some time write out your questions at home pre- 
vious to presenting them to your class. Of course you will 
not take them into the class with you. Then test your 
written questions by the above rules. After a little prac- 
tise, you will have gained such facility in shaping your 
questions properly that you will, later on, fashion them 
according to educational principles without writing them, 
—Miss Etta Campbell, Deseronto, Ontario. 
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For the Day After Christmas 


The girls of Blaketon were a pretty lively set. There 
were the Academy girls, and the High-school girls, and 
Madame Lafitte’s girls; and many of the brightest of all 
three sets were in the First Church Sunday-school. They 
were scattered through half a dozen classes, and when 
school was over, each Sunday, what a chattering of girl 
voices and laughter! The tired superintendent would toss 
his gray hair back and smile, for it was a very pleasant 
sound to hear, 

Of course there were various clubs and secret societies 
(which really were not ‘‘secret’’ at all, for what girl could 
help telling her own particular friend and room-mate ?), 
but the most successful of all, that winter, was the 
**A,C,C.’’ This is the way it was formed: 

‘*Isn’t it jolly that Christmas is so near?’’ exclaimed 
Madge Arkwright, as she pulled herself into her fur- 
bordered jacket, three minutes after the bell had sounded 
for dismissal. 

‘*Splendid! You can’t guess what I’m going to give 
you!’’ returned Susie Petersen, ‘‘It’s the funniest —’’ 

**Oh, tell me! Tell me! I won’t tell!’’ cried their 
companions, crowding around Susie. But she shook her 
head till her bright-red braid flew out straight, and its bow 
flew off. 

‘*Do you know,’’ put in one of the quieter girls, named 
Dorothy Star, as she picked up the ribbon and returned it 
to its owner amid a gale of laughter, ‘‘I almost dread 
Christmas ! ’’ 

“Why, Dolly Star, 
mean ?”’ 

The girls separated into little knots and began to move 
towards the door. 

‘Well, I'll tell you, girls. From now till Christmas, 
these three weeks, we shall feel—well, Christmasy. You 
know what I mean—generous and forgiving and full of 
‘good will,’ you know. But the day after Christmas 
(it’s Morday this year) we shall feel tired and cross (I 
always eat too many chocolates) and sleepy, and the tree 
will be thrown out into the vacant lot next door, and the 
holly will begin to turn yellow. Oh, it’s miserable to think 
of. I’m always just horrid, after Christmas, in spite of all 
the good resolutions I’ve been making for three weeks.’’ 

Dolly paused, breathless, after her long speech. Her 
face was flushed, and her brown eyes shone with just a bit 
of suspicious moisture. It was not easy to speak about 
these things to the other girls, you see. They were silent 
a moment; then Susie broke out impulsively, 

** Look here, girls, let’s get together and have a club for 
carrying Christmas, the real Christmas spirit, right over 
into January—’’ 

‘*And clear on to the next Christmas!’ put in Madge 
with enthusiasm, 

** What shall we call it? 
or three. 

** Anybody can belong. 

**The Well Wishers !”’ 

** The Good Cheer Society !’’ 

** The Keep-It-Up Girls! ”’ 

These and other titles for the new organization were sug- 
gested, but the name finally adopted was the ‘‘ After Christ- 
mas Club.’’ Several meetings were held in the homes of 
the founders of the club. New members flocked in, at- 
tracted by the novelty of the idea. 

On the very day after Christmas the test came. As 
Dorothy had predicted, every one was disposed to be a 
little irritable and fault-finding ; but the fact of the exist- 
ence of the A. C. C., and eagerness to live up to its aim, 
helped its members to put down all unpleasant feelings and 
meet the day, and those that followed, with a sunny face 
and cheerful heart. 

**I declare,’’ said old Mrs. Brown, the wash-woman, 
** 1 believe rich folks have some feelin’s, arter all. They’re 
gin’rally satisfied with givin’ away suthin’ at Thanksgivin’ 
an’ Christmas, but them gals came round the next day, 
jest as ’twas beginning to seem lonesome, an’ I could see 
the end o’ the cold turkey, with my four children so keen 
arter it, an’ what do you think? They’d found two new 


what an idea! What do you 


Who will belong?”’’ cried two 


Now for a good name.’’ 





jobs for me, reg’lar ones, an’ besides, they gave me this 
shawl, an’ a real nice warm one ’tis!”’ 

This is not a chronicle of all the doings of the “ A.C.C.,’’ 
nor has the story any special ‘‘end.’’ In true life, stories 
have no real end, but keep right on, as these girls are 
doing. The task was not an easy one, for there were 
times when the skies were gray, and spirits flagged, and 
gentle deeds and words were thanklessly received ; but the 
Club persevered, and bids fair to grow in numbers and 
usefulness all through the year until ‘* Merry Christmas ! ”’ 
is again heard on every side, and the Christmas spirit of 
cheer and good will makes life glad and full of sunshine. 

Who will be the first to start another ‘‘ After Christmas 
Club’? ?— Willits Boyd Allen, Boston, 


% 
How a Boys’ Bible Class Grew to Sixty 


Seven years ago, a Sunday-school superintendent be- 
came convinced that his work as leader of his schoo] might 
better cease. As an inducement to one of his teachers to 
take his place, he offered to relieve him of his class of half 
a dozen boys whose ages averaged about twelve years. 
This was really done with the hope that the ex-superinten- 
dent would soon find a substitute. 

But to the amazement of the new teacher, his interest in 
that class of boys grew until he found himself eager to meet 
them, not only on Sunday, but during the days of the week. 
His wife assisted. She was busy with her own Christian 
work, besides having the responsibilities of her home 
duties ; but her enthusiasm for the group of boys, who 
had unexpectedly become the charges of her husband, 
caused her to make many a sacrifice in the matter of open 
ing her home to them. 

That’s how the work began. The development of the 
class into the ‘* Young Men’s Junior Bible Class ’’ of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Evanston would make too 
long a story, but of its present state and work I feel im- 
pelled to write briefly. The teacher is Mr. Arthur Mar- 
shall Morgan, a busy business man. The class has a mem- 
bership of sixty boys ranging from sixteen to eighteen 
years. Practically every one of them grew up with the 
class. At nearly every communion service one or more 
members unite with the church. The teacher makes this 
a matter of very deep concern, but he does it in the health- 
jest manner imaginable. 

The class is regularly organized, the officers, of whom 
there are eight, constituting the executive committee. 
There are five standing committees, as follows: mission- 
ary, literary and musical, social, lookout, and athletic. 
Membership in the class is only by nomination and elec- 
tion. Considerable attention is given to athletics. There 
are three base-ball teams, a foot-ball, indoor, and a basket- 
ball team. To be eligible to the clubs and teams of the 
class, dues must be paid up to date, and an average attend- 
ance of fifty per cent maintained at all meetings. Mem- 
bers absenting themselves from more than three consecu- 
tive meetings of the class, ‘* without regrets or excuses,’’ 
shall be liable to forfeiture of membership. Each member 
makes a semi-annual pledge of the amount to be con- 
tributed periodically. Each member is expected to do the 
work assigned to him, or furnish a satisfactory substitute. 

One can readily see that all mawkishness is left out. 
There is a constant appeal to the manly side of the boy’s 
nature. He feels a personal responsibility for his share of 
the class wurk, and no one is exempt from the performance 
of some duty. 

An interesting yearly program is placed in the hands 
of the members on or before October 1. This year 
the Bible lessons which occupy the first six months’ time 
were on the life of Christ. During the second period the 
class was occupied with ‘‘Studies in the Christian Life,’’ 
introduced by the topics ‘* What is it to be a Christian ?’’ 
and ‘* What is Expected of a Christian?’’ Then follow 
** The Christian and his Creed,’’ ‘* The Christian and the 
Commandments,’’ ** The Christian and the World,’’ ‘‘ The 
Christian Himself,’’ ** The Christian and Other Men,’’ and 
** Typical Christians.’’ 

‘* Once a month during the winter season the class meets 
for a program. This year there was a mock trial, an 
exhibition of athletics, a literary entertainment, the annual 
banquet, a ladies’ night, a debate, closing the season with 
an entertainment with stereopticon. 

Interesting indeed is the motto of the class: ‘*To do the 
best we can, and rejoice with others who can do better.’’ 
Possibly the young men who have adopted this motto will 
soon be called upon to exercise the latter part of it, at 
least so far as their relationship with other Evanston Bible 
classes is concerned. Because of the success of this 
class, the teachers of the yonng men’s classes in practically 
every church in Evanston have formed a Bible Class League, 
whose object it shall be to develop their work in the 
lines outlined in the plans of the Junior Bible Class of the 
Second Presbyterian Church. Committees and conferences 
have been appointed, the uitimate ébject of which is to 
reach for Christ and the Sunday-school the young men of 
Evanston, working immediately through the young men 
who are already in these Bible classes. In this they have 
the hearty co-operation of the splendid Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association of Evanston.— 7he Rev. Charles Stelsle, 
Chicago. 
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Isa. 9 : 1-7. 
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(Read Isa. 11 : I-10.) Memory verse: 6 
Golden Text: Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. I : 21* 
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COMMON VERSION 


1 Nevertheless the dimness sha// not de such 
as was in her vexation, when at the first he 
lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, and afterward did more 
grievously afflict her dy the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 

2 The po that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light : they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not 
increased the joy: they joy before thee ac- 
cording to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his bur- 
den, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, a3 in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior is with 
confused noise, and garments rolled in blood ; 
but ¢Ais shall be with burning avd fuel of fire. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


t ! But? there shall be no gloom to her that 
wasin anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali; but in the latter time hath 
he made it glorious, by the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, * Galilee of the nations. 
2 * The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwelt in the land 
of the 5 shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied the na- 
tion, * thou hast increased their joy: they joy 
before thee according to the joy in harvest, as 
men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of 
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou 
hast broker as in the day of Midian. 5 For 
7 all the armor of the armed man in the tumult, 
and the garments rolled in blood, shall be for 


COMMON VERSION 


6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder : and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of Ais government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal ofthe LORD of hosts will perform this. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


burning, for fuel of fire. 6 For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 

overnment shall be upon his shoulder: and 

is name shall be called ® Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, Mighty God, ® Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts 
will perform this. ’ 


* Go_pen Text (Am. Rev.).—Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people 


from their sins. 


1(Ch. 8:23 in Heb.] 2 Or, For % Or, the district 4|Ch.9:1in Heb.] 5 Or, deep darkness © An- 


other reading is, thou didst not increase the joy. 
counsellor % Heb, Father of Eternity. 


7 Or, every boot of the booted warrior 


8 Or, Wonderful 


Pronunciation.— Zebulun, Zéb’u-lin ; Naphtali, Nafta-li; Midian, Mid‘i-an. 





































The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HAT is darkness? Perhaps some of your pu- 
pils will give the correct answer to this ques- 
tion very easily. Or you may get a good 

many different answers from them before they hit 
upon the simplest one, Darkness is simply aé- 
sence of light, just as a vacuum is absence of air. 
Is there as much physical darkness in the world 
at night-time in this year 1905, on the streets of cities 
and towns and villages, and inside our houses, as 
there was fifty or twenty-five or ten years ago? Why 
not? Because men have learned, and are still learn- 
ing, how to make better and brighter and cheaper 
light. From ‘tallow dips” to fine paraffin can- 
ae. and refined kerosene oil, then gas, and elec- 
tricity, and incandescent gas mantles,— inventors 
have been lighting the world better and better, 
year after year, until we have almost turned night 
into day. And no one knows how much better, 
and more easily within reach of all, the lighting 
— of fifty years hence may be than they are 
to-day. 

Bue there is only one way, after all, that men have 
ever discovered, or ever will discover, of getting rid 
of darkness. What is that? Can we keep out the 
darkness of night from our homes by shutting our 
doors and windows tight as night comeson? Can 
we pump the darkness out, as we would pump water 
out of a well or air out of a glass? No; the only way 
to get rid of darkness is by /e¢ting in the light. 

Ketter a few minutes’ preliminary talk with your 
class, in some such way as this, about darkness and 
light, having drawn out from them, if possible, the 
answers to all the questions asked, tell of the wel- 
come message that Isaiah had for his countrymen 
more than twenty-six hundred years ago, when he 
said, ‘‘ The ople that walked in darkness have 
seen a great iight: they that dwelt in the land of the 
deep darkness of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.” It was the coming of the first Christmas 
Day that Isaiah was announcing. That day did not 
come for more than seven hundred years after 
Isaiah’s message, but the brightness of the Christ- 
mas light was so great that the glimmer of its 
beams could be seen seven centuries ahead of time, 
and its light has been growing brighter ever since,— 
for it ‘‘shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 

Let us look at Isaiah’s message, and see how our 
facts about light and darkness fit it. What was the 
cause of his people’s darkness? Absence of light, 
here as always; but we can put that particular form 
of absence of light in one small word of three letters: 
sin, They were paying the heavy price of sin; they 
were ‘‘ in anguish,” in contempt, bearing the yoke of 
their victorious enemies,—we know something of the 
long series of misfortunes of Israel and — from 
our Sunday-school lessons since June. he reasons 
for their gloom at this particular time are set forth 
in Professor Beecher’s first paragraph, Dr. McLaren's 
first paragraph, and Dr. Dunning’s third cy 
The meaning of the special reference to ‘‘ Zebulun 
and Naphtali” is explained by Dr. McLaren in his 
second ae. 

And Isaiah joyously proclaimed an utter change 
of all this wretchedness, a burst of light that should 
scatter the gloom, a coming leader who should make 
the most exposed and dangerous part of their land 
glorious, and should break down the opposition of 
their enemies, as had been done in the great day of 
Gideon's historic defeat of Midian—whaf Professor 
Beecher calls ‘‘ the most signal overthrow in war of 
Israel's enemies that was on record” (see Judges 7). 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Not only this, but warfare itself was to be done away 
with, and their joy was to be like the joy of men over 
their division of ‘‘spoil,”--and that, Mrs. Howie 
shows in her second paragraph, means much to an 
Oriental. 

We know who it was whose coming into the world 
was to bring to the world its richest blessings. Did 
Isaiah know ? Isaiah and other prophets looked for- 
ward to a coming ‘‘ Messiah,” that is, one ‘‘ anointed” 
todeliver them. But we may be very sure that Isaiah 
and the other prophets had no such complete revela- 
tion of who that Messiah was to be, and how he 
was to deliver, as we have to-day. Men could only 
know Christ fully after Christ had revealed him- 
self. Some of Isaiah’s limitations of knowledge are 
pointed out by Dr. McLaren, in his eighth and ninth 
paragraphs. The Jews’ hopes of a Messiah are 
touched upon by Dr. Dunning in his first paragraph. 
But Professor Sanders, in his second eeey a h, 
shows how the prophets were gaining in their under- 
standing of God, and Dr. McLaren, in his ninth 
paragraph, refers to the depth of truth that is in this 
prophecy. Mrs. Howie’s suggestion, also, in uer last 
paragraph, as to the possible meaning of the prophe- 
sied annihilation of ‘‘ garments rolled in blood,” is 
interesting, in view of what such garments mean to 
an Oriental. 

Whatever Isaiah may or may not have fully under- 
stood as to Christ, let us recognize the truth that ‘‘ we 
shall not reach the depth of this prophecy unless we 
dear the voice that says to us, ‘ye were sometime 
darkness’” (Dr. McLaren's third paragraph). Sin is 
darkness, and sin is death. Christ is Light,—the 
only light that can scatter the darkness of sin, and 
the only Life that can conquer the death that sin as- 
sures. We may have been in darkness without 
knowing that it was dark,—that is one of the terrible 
deceptions of sin,—but when we have let in the only 
sure gloom-killing Light that Dr. Goss tells about 
in his first paragraph, we are likely to feel as 
Bishop Whipple's Red Man did, of whom Dr. Banks’ 
second paragraph tells, who said, ‘‘It is no longer 
dark. t laughs all the while.” Think what it 
meant to that African missionary and to the men he 
was trying to reach when, in the way that Dr. Banks’ 
opening paragraph so interestingly describes, they to- 
gether discovered the native word for ‘‘ saviour !” 

Through such prophecies as this God was helping 
men to be ready for the world’s first Christmas Day. 
Christmas, 1905, ought to find us with more light in 
our hearts and lives and faces than did any Christmas 
that has gone before. Will it? It only depends 
upon our willingness—and that means our will--to 
let Christ come into full, absolute possession and 
control of our lives. And to give him control is to 
turn myself over, so to speak, as a gift to others : to 
count life worth living only as a daily, hourly, oppor- 
tunity to serve others in love. The Son of God made 
of himself a Christmas Gift to the whole world. Are 
we willing to become Christmas gifts too? 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


What of our bondage, and our victory? (McLaren, 4.) 

The great bonfire of our sin (McLaren, 5). 

Our wonder at Christ will be eternal (McLaren, 6). 

The different kinds of peace that Christ brings (Mc- 
Laren, 10). 

The martyred missionaries’ joy ; would we have thought 
of calling it joy ? (Banks, last.) 

Why the world grows better (Goss, 3). 

The driving power of zeal (Goss, last). 

Some of the things that Christmas means (Dunning, 2). 

What the making of preparations for Christ’s coming 
will do for us (Dunning, 4). 


We must fight our way to personal freedom from sin 
(Dunning, 5). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


How many different books of the Bible have we 
studied this quarter, and what are they ? 

The books studied during the quarter have been of 
three kinds: prophetical, historical, and an epistle. 
Can you name the book or books belonging to each 
of these three classes ? 

How many times did some one risk life in order to 
do right ? ho were the persons, and what were the 
circumstances ? 

What do you think was the bravest deed in the en- 
tire quarter's lessons? Why? 

What do you think was the most wonderful thing 
done by God in the quarter's lessons ? What do you 
believe was God’s reason for doing it ? 

Name the most important Jews who returned from 
captivity to Jerusalem ? 

Vame the different countries mentioned in the 
quarter’s lessons. Can you locate them on a map? 

In what ways were the Jews, in these lessons, pre- 
paring for the coming of Christ ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The greatest of all wonders is the wonder of his 
grace. 
ta et 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson , 


N THE face of it this section of prophecy bears 
marks of having been uttered to encourage 
Judah at a time of deep depression, caused by 

peril from Assyria. Perhaps the best conjecture is 
the one that assigns it to the time when Sargon, two 
years after his first capture of Samaria, marched into 
the region, defeated the allies of Samaria at Raphia, 
and began the final siege of Samaria. At that time 
the situation was full of peril to Judah as well as to 
the northern kingdom. It is likewise to be noted 
that there was then unusual sympathy between the 
two kingdoms, as evinced by the participation of 
many northern Israelites in Hezekiah’s great pass- 
over. If one rejects this conjecture, he will probably 
locate the situation a few years later, connecting it 
with the invasion by Sennacherib. 

Time.—Conjecturally 720 B.C., or a few years later. 

Place.— Fhe land of Judah and the world. 

Persons.— Citizens, enemies, the child that is born. 
In the prophet’s mind the child is the representative 
of the line of David, the heir of the promise to David. 
Supposably the prophet may have had in mind an 
actual person then recently born or about to be born, 
or a person to be born in the distant future, or an 
ideal person. In any case, the child stands in his 
thought for something eternal, the fulfilling of an 
eternally operative promise. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—It is the close of a description, several 
verses long, of the situation contemplated in the 
prophecy.—Nevertheless: So in old version. Cor- 
rectly ‘* For,” as in margin of Revised Version. The 
sentence is obscure. I should translate it ‘‘ For there 
is no gloom equal to that poured out for her.” The 
land fee reached the deepest possible gloom.—As 
when at the first one dealt lightly with the land o 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and later dealt 
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heavily, the way Y the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee 
of the nations: The King James translators thought 
that the idea of afflicting is implied,—dealt lightly in 
afflicting, dealt heavily in afflicting. The Revisers 
regard the lightness and heaviness as figurative ex- 
pressions for contempt and honor. Either interpre- 
tation is supposable. If the King James translators 
were right, the sentence is possibly an allusion to 
two Assyrian invasions (perhaps 2 Kings 15 : 29-30; 
1 Chron. 5 : 6, 26). 

Verses 2-7.—The prophet meets the depressing 
situation by preaching the promise made to David. 
Note that the conjunction ‘ for” occurs three times. 
The prophet announces a rejoicing, and two reasons 
for it, and a reason for the reasons. Let us take 
these up in reverse order. 

Verses 6-7.—As a basis of comfort the prophet re- 
calls the promise that had long before been made to 
David.—A child ts born . a son ts given: See 
2 Samuel 7:12, 14, and the multitude of passages 
that depend upon this.— Ufon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom: See 2 Samuel 7: 12, £3, 16, 
etc.— There shall be no erd... from henceforth 
even for ever: See 2 Sam. 7: 13, 16, 29, etc. f one 
says that the prophet thought that this ‘‘ son” was 
Hezekiah or a son of his, he should also note that the 
prophet thinks of this person as reigning to eternity 
over an ever enlarging kingdom, and that he calls 
him by such names as ‘‘ mighty God,” ‘* everlasting 
Father." Itis not in his character as a mortal human 
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erson, but in his character as the representative of 
Fhe eternal promise, that the prophet is here speak- 
ing of him. 

Verses 4-5.—For the yoke of his burden, etc.: On 
the basis of the promise thus cited, the prophet an- 
nounces the deliverance of Judah from the calamities 
that cause such gloom.—7ze day of Midian: The 
most signal overthrow in war of Israel’s enemies 
that was on record.—/or: But there will be another 
and wider result of the dominion of the Prince of 
Peace, namely, the cessation of wars.—Armor: A 
military boot.—Armed man; One who wears mili- 
tary boots, or marches with them.—7umu/t: Liter- 
ally, ‘‘earthquake.”’ The picture is that of the equip- 
ment of drilled soldiers, who make the earth shake 
as they march in their war-boots.—Aud the gar- 
ments rolled in blood; All warlike equipment will be 
burned as useless. 

Verses 2-3.—The result of these results of the 
promise to David will be the substitution of the most 
jubilant joy for the gloom now resting upon Judah. 
—Thou hast increased their joy: The Old Version 
and the margins of the Revised Versions follow a 
different reading,—‘‘thou hast not increased the 
joy.” In Hebrew the word /ow (‘to it’') is pro- 
nounced like the word /o (‘‘ not "’), so that these words 
are easily confused.—/u harvest, .,. when they di- 
vide the spoil: The two occasions when men are 
most demonstrative in their expressions of rejoicing. 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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The Great Emancipator 


By Alexander 


ERSF 1 links the joyous promises of light and 
victory which follow, with the tragic picture of 
misery and darkness which closes chapter 8. 

The prophecy really begins with verse 1g of that 
chapter. We have there a terrible description of the 
people's despair which drives them to consult wizards 
and necromancers, and of their utter wretchedness 
and famine. ‘There is no help or hope in heaven or 
earth; wherever they look there is nothing but ‘‘ dis- 
tress and darkness, the gloom of anguish and thick 
darkness.” The historical basis of the representa- 
tion is, of course, the Assyrian invasion, 

Then, as it were, a magic window is opened, through 
which a beam of light pierces the gloom, The Re- 
vised Version gives the true force of the very enig- 
matic words: ‘‘ there shall be no gloom to her that 
was in anguish.” They are the first vague promise 
of the dawning light, and contrast the past misery 
with the glorious future. That contrast is worked 
out with special reference to the northern regions of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, and ‘‘the way of the sea,” 
which is probably a name for the west side of the Sea 
of Galilee. These districts are all included in ‘‘ Gali- 
lee of the Gentiles,” and, as the most northern, were 
the most exposed to, and the severest sufferers by, 
an invasion from Assyria. ‘‘In the former time he 
God] brought them into contempt; but in the later 
hich the prophet saw as puned he hath made 
them glorious.”” That divine act of illuminating and 
glorifying inspires Isaiah with rapture, and lifts his 
style into winged words of lofty poetry, which pass 
far beyond the deliverance from the Assyrian, how- 
ever the prophet and his disciples may have had 
their own horizon of interpretation limited by the 
immediate needs of the nation. 

We have, first an exultant burst of joy over the 
burst of light, ‘*at whose bright presence darkness 
flees away.” What that lightis and whence it comes 
the prophet does not yet tell. The blessed, sudden 
change makes his heart leap and his strains, as it 
were, dance and sing. Darkness means ignorance, 
sorrow, and sin; light is the symbol of knowledge, 
joy, and purity. The gloom of anguish that wrapped 
Israel in the time contemplated by the prophet was 
little compared with the Arctic night of the soul that 
lives without God for its light and salvation,a darkness 
dense and a true ‘‘ shadow of death.” We shall not 
reach the depth of this prophecy unless we hear the 
voice that says to us, ‘‘ ye were sometime darkness.” 
The breaking of the light is welcomed by the songs 
of birds, and all things are glad. So this light sets 
the men that walked gloomily and uncertainly in 
darkness, leaping and rejoicing, like reapers at the 
harvest feast, or conquerors as they share their 
** loot,” 

The prophet comes nearer the historical occasion 
of his prophecy in the next verses (4, 5). The light 
that he sees breaking, the cause of the exuberant 
joy, is a great victory. Israel had been, as of old in 
Egypt, a thrall of a hard taskmaster,—its neck laden 
with a yoke, its back scored with a rod: and now 
these were grasped by a strong hand and snapped in 
two, and the slave was free. It is to be a victory 
like that on the fateful day in which the Midianite 
was, once for all, routed by Gideon. We were under 
a harder taskmaster, and had to perform a more 
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ignoble service, and to bear a heavier yoke, and our 
emancipation from the tyranny of sin is assured by, 
and only by, our union with Him who has ‘ over- 
come the world,” and by the dear might of his re- 
demption who proclaims and brings ‘‘ liberty to the 
captive.” 

Ihe completeness of the victory is set forth by the 
grand image (v. 5) of a great bonfire on the battle- 
field, on which are heaped armor (or, according to 
another rendering, ‘‘ boot,” the heavy mailed boot of 
the foot-soldier), blood-stained clothing, and all the 
spoil left behind by the defeated host. It is all food 
for the fire. We may take heart from the hidden 
assurance that the dominion of our oppressor, sin, is 
broken, and that his instruments of conquest are 
destined to be burnt up by the fire of the spirit of 
burning dwelling in us. 

Next the prophet unveils the heart of the promised 
light, the source of the joy, the author of the victory, 
the personal Messiah. The name by which he is to be 
called is, according to Scripture usage, a revelation 
of his characteristic qualities and actions. The last 
three designations in this many-syllabled name in 
the original consist of two words each, and some 
would make ‘‘ wonderful, counsellor” to correspond 
to these others, by regarding it also as one bi-verbal 
title, to be rendered either ‘‘ a wonder of a counsel- 
lor” or ‘‘a counsellor of wonderful things.”’ But the 
rendering of the Authorized and Revised Versions is 
»erfectly defensible, and probably to be preferred. 
*ollowing it, we are led to think first of the mystery 
of the Messiah's origin and nature. And we have an 
anticipation of Christ’s great declaration that ‘‘ No 
man knoweth the Son save the Father.” Isaiah saw 
a little of his glory when he ‘‘ spake of him.” We 
see more of it, but he remains to us, as he remains to 
the saints in heaven after millenniums of experience 
and exploration, an unsounded ocean of love and 
power. Wonder will be as eternal as love and 
gratitude. 

He is *‘ Counsellor.” That designation brings into 
great prominence Christ’s teaching and guiding 
office, and its highest meaning is explained by our 
Lord's own words: ‘‘ He that followeth me shail not 
walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
He dwells in his servants, and guides them by his 
voice, speaking in their inmost spirits. He guides 
and counsels by monitions and providences, by his 
own example and commandments. If we take his 
advice, we shall not go wrong. If we turn deaf ears 
to him, we shall not go right. 

The next name, ‘the mighty God,” startles us. 
But we must not suppose that on the prophet’s lips 
it meant to ascribe divinity to Messiah. It did mean 
that the divine might worked through him in an 
eminent degree and manner, beyond the degree and 
manner of its manifestation in other men. It also 
meant that that might was warlike might, for the 
word rendered ‘‘ mighty ” is used for a hero, and the 
picture brought before us is that of the strong God 
dwelling in and working through Messiah as a war- 
rior. The prophet did not know, as we know, that 
the mightiest manifestation of divine power is clothed 
in gentleness, that the victor is love, and that the 
scepter was not ‘‘a rod of iron,” but the reed which 
mockers put into Christ’s hands with a deeper truth 
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than they knew. Christ crucified is ‘‘ to them which 
are called, the power of God and the wisdom of God,” 
both counsellor and *‘ hero-God.” 

‘‘ The everlasting Father” is to be taken, like the 
preceding epithet, not as declaring the divinity of 
Messiah, but as asserting that he will unceasingly 
exercise the kingly office of paternal care of his sub- 
jects, whom by his victorious warfare he has eman- 
cipated and made a people for a possession. But 
both this and the previous title go strangely near to 
investing Messiah with divine attributes and divine 
names; and one cannot but feel that a prophetic 
strain which began with the announcement of a 
birth, and went on to array the ‘‘son born” with 
such a vesture of glory, must have been felt, both by 
the prophet and his hearers, to be pregnant with 
more truth than they yet discerned, and, at the low- 
est, to ascribe to Messiah a closeness of relation to 
Jehovah far more intimate than was possible to other 
men. 

“The Prince of Peace” beautifully closes the 
whole, and derives increased force and sweetness 
when taken in connectidn with the preceding picture 
of warfare, and with the former part of the name, 
‘*the hero-God.” We need not dwell onit. It has 
become the most familiar of all the appellations of 
Jesus, and its familiarity is a witness of our longings 
for peace, and our sense of not having it. He brings 
peace, first between a sinful man and God, then 
between a sinful man and himself, calming con- 
science and subduing inward battles of passions 
with it, then between a man and his neighbors, and 
last between a man and externals, so that all things 
become servants and allies of him who is the servant 
of Christ. 

Lastly, Isaiah describes in broad outline the char- 
acteristics of Messiah's kingdom, set up as the result 
of the conquest of the oppressor. It is to be a kingdom 
of peace unbroken; it is to be ‘‘ the throne of David”; 
it is to be a kingdom of judgment and justice; it is 
to be unending. And all this is made sure because 
the ‘‘ zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

This culmination of the prophecy still tarries, 
Christ’s kingdom is indeed established, but it has not 
yet transformed the kingdoms of this world. He has 
still a warfare to wage before the tyrants are slain 
and his kingdom has fully come. 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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All the prophecies are but one page in the book 


of promises. 
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st HE PropLe THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE 
SEEN A GREAT LIGHT” (vy. 2).—In the Avesta 
(the Zoroastrian bible), Mithra was originally 
the deity of the shining heaven. Later, he became 
identified with the source of light, the sun. The Baby- 
lonians, Syrians, and misguided Israelites worshiped 
the light-giving sun under a thousand forms, and the 
Maronites to-day worship a saint in many a shrine, 
called the Lady of the Light (Sazdat-e/- Noor). 

‘* As MEN REJOICE WHEN THEY DIVIDE THE SPOIL.” 
(v. 3).—Even the venerable and sedate Abu Sofian, 
father of the founder of the Omiad dynasty in Damas- 
cus, actually leaped in an ecstasy of joy when he saw 
the division of the spoil which Muhammad allotted to 
him. ‘* By Allah! thou apostle of God,” he ejacu- 
lated, ‘‘ thou art verily generous in peace as in war.” 
Oriental conquerors knew no difference between 
state and private properties. The scepter and jewels 
of the king and the ornaments of the peasant girl 
were alike spoils to the victors. 

‘*THE GARMENTS ROLLED [bespattered] IN BLoop, 
SHALL BE FOR BuRgnincG [food for the fire] (v. 5).— 
‘*Such are the deeds done in the days of thy happi- 
ness,” said a neighbor lately to the Kaiamak&am (rep- 
resentative of the Sultan), and she emphasized her 
words by throwing at his feet the blood-bespattered 
garments of her foully-murdered master. his was 
a plea for revenge or punishment of the murderers. 
Moreover, up till recent years, blood - bespattered 
garments, whether his own or those of his vanquished 
competitor, were retained and exultingly exhibited 
by the victor (Isa. 63:3). Can it be that the anni- 
hilation by fire of armor and garments rolled in 
blood is a prediction of the extinction of all desire for 
revenge and forceful triumph over others? (comp. 
Isa. 9: 5 with 2: 4 and 11: 6.) 

Suweir, Mt. LEBANON, Syria. 





A calendar containing the full list of International 

Lessons, a Bible-reading bearing on the lesson attached 

to each day’s date, and selected Scripture texts promt- 

nently displayed in two colors, is most useful for Sun- 

day-school distribution. Sample sheets of the Wisdom 

Calendar will be sent, when requested, by The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

















LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 (isa. 9: 1-7) 





YOUR Department of Lesson 
Illustrations for 1906 





NE dollar for every anecdotal lesson illustration 
that can be used in the Times, and two dol- 
lars for the Jes? illustration used for each 

week’s lesson,—such is the offer which was fully ex- 
plained in the Times of November 11 and 18. All 
readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
mutual department. The date on which illustrations 
are due is shown by this calendar: 


. Jan. 7.—Shepherds Find Jesus . Luke 2: 1-20. Due Dec. 9, 1905 


I 

2. “ 14.—Wise Men Find Jesus . Matt. 2: 1-12. “_, ° 
3. “ 2t.—The Boy Jesus... . Luke2: 40-52. “ *“ * 
4. “ 28.—Baptism of Jesus... .Marki:1-11, “ “ 16, “ 
5. Feb. 4.—Temptation of Jesus. . Matt.4: 1-11. “ “gn, “ 
6. “ «a1.—Jesus Calling Fishermen, Lukes :1-11. “ en, * 
7. “ 18.—Miracles in Capernaum, Mark 1: 21-34. ‘‘ Jan. 6, 1906 
8. “ 25.—Jesus’ Powerto Forgive. Mark2: 1-12. “ “se, “ 
9. Mch. 4.—Who are Blessed . . Matt. 5: 1-16. ‘“ “0, * 
10. “ 411.—Tongue and Temper . Matt. 5: 33-48. ‘“ “on 
11. ‘* 18.—Review: Golden Text. . Matt. 4:23. “ Feb. 3, “ 
12. “ 25.—Temperance Lesson . Prov. 23: 29-35. “ “nm, * 


§] Manuscripts must be legibly written or type- 
written, on one side only of each sheet, and ad- 
dressed to ‘‘ Illustration Editor The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.” 

“| Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
full name and post-office address of the sender. As 
many illustrations as one pleases, ou the same or on 
different lessons, may be sent at a time. 

“| Do not take your illustrations from published 
collections of illustrations, Other books or period- 
icals may be drawn upon, but remember that the 
best illustrations are those that have come out of your 
own or a friend's actual life-experiences. The source 
from which each illustration is taken must be very 
fully stated. 

{ No single illustration should exceed 300 words in 
length; shorter ones will be still more acceptable. 

§| The form for each illustration should be exactly 
as the illustrations now appearing in this column. 

Very important.—Every illustration must bear 
the date and title of the lesson which it illustrates. 
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The progress of the race may be measured by its 
estimation of the child. 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


A Mighty Saviour 


HOU shalt call his name Jesus ; for it ts he that 
shall save his far Srom their sins (Golden 
Text). One of the early missionaries to Africa 

says that when he first went to Africa he sought fora 
word to make known Jesus as a Saviour. Two 
years and a half went by, and it seemed as if he 
never would have results until he found that word. 
One night he heard some of the men telling stories 
of adventure. One related how his master had res- 
cued him from a lion. The missionary listened 
eagerly, hoping to catch the word—the long-sought 
word. The incident was finished, but the word was 
not spoken ; his hope was crushed, his heart was 
sick. After the company broke up, he called the 
man who had told the story, and asked him: ‘*What 
did you call your master when he saved you from 
the lion?” At once he gave the longed-for word— 
the word which means “saviour.” Then the mis- 
sionary was able, for the first time, to make clear to 
him what the Saviour would be to him. With joy on 
his face the native caught the message and exclaimed, 
‘‘Is that what you have been trying to tell us all this 
time!” The missionary, telling of the joy of that 
moment, says: ‘‘I spent four years in Africa. For 
fourteen months I never saw bread; for months I 
have lived on African beans and sour milk; I have 
eaten everything from ants to rhinoceri: thirty times 
I had fever; I have been attacked by native bands; 
three times I have been attacked by lions, and four 
times by rhinoceri; but I would go through it all again 
for the ineffable joy of that moment when IJ heard the 
word Saviour and saw the light of that man’s face at 
the message it conveyed to him!”’ 


Light in the Darkness 

The people that walked in darkness have seena 
great light: they that dwelt in the land of the 
oe ae death, upon them hath the light shined 
(v. 2). he late Bishop Whipple, who was a true 
apostle to the North American Indians, relates this 
story: ‘An Indian came six hundred miles to visit 
me in my home. As he came in at the door he knelt 
at my feet. He said: ‘I kneel to tell you of my 
gratitude that you pitied the Red Man.’ He then 
told me this simple, artless story: ‘I was a wild 
man, living beyond the Turtle Mountain. I knew 
that my people were perishing. I never looked in 
the face of my child that my heart was not sick. 
My father told me‘there was a Great Spirit, and I 
have often gone to the woods and tried to ask him 
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for help, and I only got the sound of my voice.’ 
And then the Indian looked into my face and said: 
‘You do not know what I mean. You never stood in 
the dark and reached out your hand and took hold of 
nothing. One day another Indian came to my wig- 
wam, He said to me he had heard you tell a won- 
derful story at Red Lake; that you said the Great 
Spirit’s Son had come down to earth to save all 
the people that needed help; that the reason the 
white man was so much more blessed than the Red 
Man was because he had the true religion of the 
Son of the Great Spirit; and I said I must see that 
man. They told me that you would be at Red Lake 
Crossing. I came two hundred miles. I asked for 
you, and they said you were sick, and then I said, 
where can I see a missionary? I came a hundred 
and fifty miles more, and i found the missionary was 
a Red Man like myself. My father, I have been 
with him three moons. I have the story in my heart. 
It is no longer dark. It laughs all the while.’ ” 


The Noblest Joy 

Thou hast increased their joy (v. 3). Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor tells this incident of the Chinese riots: 
‘* During the recent trouble in China, I, with some of 
the other missionaries, was in one of the greatest 
riots short of a massacre. We were driven from the 
city and stoned. Bruised and wounded, the realiza- 
tion suddenly came to us that we had been permitted 
to suffer for Christ. We had learned the blessedness 
of sharing his sufferings. For four days and four 
nights we hardly knew whether we were in heaven 
or on earth, for the happiness we felt in this con- 
sciousness.” 

Nyack, N. Y. 
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Love's light ts ever enlarging. - 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


UT there shall be no gloom to her that was in 
anguish (vy. 1). I have seen men and women 
in whose spirits the most poignant and pro- 

tracted anguish seemed impotent to produce gloom. 
These are the people who have walked in dark- 
ness and have yet seen a great light even while en- 
veloped in the shadows. ‘* Upon them that dwelt in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined,” even before they changed their resi- 
dence. This, it seems to me, is the supreme glory of 
manhood and womanhood. This is also the supreme 
beatitude of childhood. Little children are so often 
happy even when they are miserable. I have seen 
them down 1n ‘‘Rat Row” and “ Bucktown,” dirty, 
ragged, hungry, sick, and yet radiant with happi- 
ness. An old shoe for a dolly, a gutter for a fish- 
— a roller-skate on one foot, a crust of dry 

read, produced ecstasy. I envy kings in my worst 

,0ments, but children in my best. Who would not 
rather have a child’s spirit than an emperor's throne 
and scepter? To be incapable of gloom in anguish, 
to see light in darkness, to behold the land that is 
very far off while in the realm of the shadows of 
death, is the supreme victory in Christ. 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder 
(v. 6). Nothing can be more impressive to the im- 
agination than this figure of the divine Redeemer 
carrying the whole burden of government upon his 
broad shoulders. No conception of antiquity was 
greater than that of the god Atlas bearing the 
globe upon his back. I have a photograph of a big 
six-foot friend supporting his little son on his right 
arm without the slightest symptom of muscular 
strain. He upholds the child with no more effort 
than Mont Blanc puts forth to uphold its snows, or 
than an oak puts forth to uphold asparrow. The 
burden of government becomes sometimes insupport- 
able to kings. But how lightly the burden of the 
moral government of the universe rests upon the 
shoulders of our God! All may appear discord and 
confusion to the subjects, but to the Governor, har- 
mony and order. 

Of the increase of his government and Y mend 
there shall be no end (vy. 7). The last end of things 
will be a thousand times better than now. Life is 
advancement, progress, development, ‘‘ increase "— 
according to the word of God. ‘‘ Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there shall be no end.” 
It is to be upheld with ‘‘ justice and with righteous- 
ness,” not to-day only, but ‘‘ henceforth even for 
ever.” 

The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this 
(v. 7). Zeal, then, is a divine as well as human 
trait. Zeal is ‘‘eagerness, and especially disinter- 
ested eagerness in the promotion of some end.” Zeal 
is like atmosphere in motion: water boiling, electricity 
flowing. It is zeal that possesses the ‘‘driving” 
power. Zeal is dynamic. No great program was 
ever carried to its accomplishment without eager de- 
sire. If you are not zealous in a good cause, it is as 
important to kindle up your zeal as to start a fire 
under an engine. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
What Christ Brings to Men 


1. Honor to a Despised Land : 
Contempt... he made it glorious (1). 
Called a Nazarene (Matt. 2 : 23). 
Can any good... come out of Nazareth? (John 1 : 46.) 
Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet (John 7 : 52). 


2. Light to Those in Darkness : 

Walked in darkness... a great light (2). 
‘To shine upon them... . in darkness (Luke 1 : 78, 79). 
In him was life... the light of men (John 1 : 4, 5). 
I am the light of the world (John 8 : 12). 
3. Joy to the World: 

They joy before thee... as men rejoice (3). 
Good tidings of great joy (Luke 2: 10). 
Rejoice . . . names written in heaven (Luke 10 : 20). 
We also rejoice in God (Rom. 5: 11). 
4. Liberty to the Oppressed : 

Yoke of his burden... thou hast broken (4, §). 
To proclaim release to the captives (Luke 4: 18, 19). 
The truth shall make you free (John 8 : 31, 32). 
Ye, brethren, were called for freedom (Gal. 5 : 13). 
5- Royal Authority : 

Government... upon his shoulder (6). 
All authority... given unto me (Matt. 28 : 18). 
Name of Jesus every knee should bow (Phil. 2 : 9-11). 
‘The blessed and only Potentate (1 Tim, 6 : 15). 
6. Wise Counsel : 

His name... Wonderful, Counsellor (6). 
A good understanding have they (Psa. 111 : 10). 
‘The opening of thy words giveth light (Psa. 119 : 130). 
Unto you... to know the mysteries (Matt. 13: 11). 
7. Peaceful Rule : 

Prince of Peace (6). 
Nation shall not lift up sword (Isa. 2 : 4). 
On earth peace among men (Luke 2: 14). 
Peace I leave with you (John 14: 27), 
8. Just Government : 

With justice and with righteousness (7). 
He will judge . . . with righteousness (Psa. 72 : 1-4). 
A king shall reign in righteousness (Isa. 32: 1, 2). 
Shall not God avenge his elect ? (Luke 18 : 7, 8.) 
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He can bring heaven to earth only as He gives 


himself to us. 
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Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Isa. 9: 1-7. . The Character of the Messiah 


Tuesday.—Isa. 11: I-10. . . The Branch 
Wednesday.—lIsa. 42: 1-8. . The Deliverer 
Thursday. —Isa. 61: 1-6. . . The Comforter 
Friday.— Psa. 72 : 1-17 oe The King 
Saturday.—Isa. 59: 16-21 . . The Redeemer 


Sunday.—John 3 : 5-16 . The Saviour 


% 
The slavery of love is liberty indeed. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


ALL for title and for Golden Text. From what 

_s book in the Bible is this lesson taken? How 
long before Christ’s birth did the prophet write 

these words ? Where was Jesus born? Give the first 
name that Isaiah says shall be his. ‘* Wonderful.” 
Now let us see in what respects this name was ap- 














WONDERFUL 
IN HIS 
BIRTH — WORDS 
DEEDS — DEATH 
propriate to the Lord Jesus. Put down now the 
word Wonderful on the board. Add to it the words 


In His Birth. Draw out from the school the wonder- 
ful angelic message and song. Draw out the star in 
the East. Show that no other child ever born has had 
such wonderful events take place as did this child. 
Now add to the board the word Words. Here have 
some teacher or older scholar, who has been prepared 
beforehand, read some of the wonderful words of the 
Master, such as ‘‘ Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,” or, ‘I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life.” Take any 
others that you think are truly wonderful words. 
Now add to the words on the board Deeds. Call out 
any wonderful deeds that the school can give, such 
as deeds of healing or of calling to life. Then add 
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the word Death. Here we have the wonder of his 
forgiving spirit, of his loving suffering, and the 
greater wonder of his resurrection from the dead. In 
view of all this, was not Isaiah right in saying that 
his name was to be called Wonderful? Now sing, 
‘* All hail the power of qeeee, name,” and follow the 
hymn with prayer, thanking God for this wonderful 
gift of his Son to us all. 


New York Ciry. 


The Superintendent’s Lantern 


The ae, black-and-white lantern slides are sug- 
gested for use in connection with this lesson. Where the 
electric lantern is used, these slides may be shown upon the 
screen without materially darkening the room. For further 
information address The Sunday School Times Company. 


This lesson does not furnish material that will admit of 
direct illustration, and very few lantern slides could be used 
to advantage. ‘The Golden Text for the day might be repro- 
duced in bold lettering upon a lantern slide, and kept upon 
the screen during the entire lesson. This would be an effec- 
tive way to impress its truth upon the mind through the eye. 
Hofmann’s Painting of the Messiah, which is used as ‘lhe 
Sunday School Times Lesson Picture, may be obtained on a 
lantern slide, and will prove of permanent value as an addi- 
tion to the regular collection of slides. 


The season of joy comes fully only to those who 
know the joy of the Saviour. 
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Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘‘Hark! the herald angels sing.’’ Psalm 27 : 1-5. 
**O little town of Bethlehem.’ (37 : 1-3 57: 1-5.) 
‘‘ And is the time approaching."’ sal - 1-8 
** Watchman, tell us of the night."’ — <s: yr :I- 
: - 4 (60: 1-8. 94: 1-4.) 
**O'er the eg hills of darkness."’ 1 : 
“Thou, whose almighty word."’ say tag 
‘“While shepherds watched their (137: 1-4. 197 : 1-4.) 
flocks by night."’ Psalm 8 : 4-6. 
‘*Thy kingdom come, O God."’ (9:46. 12: 4-6.) 
‘Stand up, my soul; shake off thy Psalm 72: 10-12. 
fears."’ (98:1, 2. 145: 3-5.) 
oe 
Lesson Calendar 
. October 1.—Daniel and Belshazzar ........ Dan. 5 : 17-30 
. October 8.--Daniel in the Lions’ Den... ... . Dan. 6 : 10-23 
. October 15.—Returning from Captivity ....... Ezra 1 : 1-11 
. October 22—Rebuilding the Temple. . . . . . Ezra 3: 10t0 4:5 


October 290—Power through God's Spirit ech. 4: I-10 
. November 5.—Esther Pleading for Her People, Esther 4: roto 5:3 
. November 12.—Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem . . . Ezra 8 : 21-32 
November 19.--Nehemiah’s Prayer. ........- Neh. 1: 
. November 26.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Abstinence for the Sake of Others. . . . 
zo December 3.--Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of 
EE LN oR a era a) . . » Neh. 4: 7-20 
11. December 10.--Reading and Obeying the Law . . . Neh. 8 : 8-18 
12 December 17.—Preparation for the Messiah _... . Mal. 3: 1-12 
13. December ~ he Character of the Messiah . Isa. 9 : 1-7 
Or, P igrim Gemgs. . . ccc ccces Psa. 121, 122 
14. December 31.—Review. 


I-tt 


Cc eI oustwun 


1 Cor. 10 : 23-33 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Quarter’s Thought: God’s Goodness and Care Over 
His People. He Careth for You. 


Christmas Lesson: God’s Goodness was Best 
Shown in the Gift of Jesus to the Whole World. 
INTRODUCTION, 


Present-day preparation for Christmas. What 


day is to-morrow? Have you been getting ready for 
it? Tell me how. Some of you have a few secrets 
about it. Almost everybody prepares for Christmas. 


All last week people have been sending Christmas 
— om and letters.to friends who are away. They 

ave bought and made presents for friends at home. 
Your mothers have already prepared some things for 
your Christmas dinner, and you are wishing that to- 
morrow was here. Christmas is such a happy day 
for you, as it should be to all who know what it 
means. 

In our class and Sunday-school we have brought 
our offerings to help make Christmas happy for —— 
(Mention your special object.) In the cities kind 
men are planning Christmas treats for the newsboys, 
the Salvation Army will feed thousands of the poor, 
Christmas dinners will be sent to the Children’s 
Home, the Old Ladies’ Home, etc. (Mention any 
local charities.) People say that ‘‘ Christmas brings 
good cheer,” and so it does, to those who give and to 
those who receive. Would you like to live in a land 
without any Christmas? Yet there are some such 
lands, and to-day we will learn why we have Christ- 
mas, and what it all means. 


REVIEW. 


Doesn't it seem strange that long, long ago, there 
wasn’t any Christmas in anyland? Whose birthday 
do we celebrate on Christmas Day? So, before 
Jesus was born nobody kept Christmas, yet people 
were happy in thinking of God's promise that he 
would send a Messiah or King sometime, but the 
did not know he would be called Jesus. Throug 
all the Old Testament, beginning with Genesis, there 
were promises of the Messiah who should come. The 
SS told about him. Often, when a baby boy was 
»orn in a Jewish family, the parents hoped he might 
be the Messiah. But so many years went by that 
some became discouraged. Malachi was the last 
prophet of the Old Testament to tell about his com- 
ing. He said, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I 
send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me.” 


LESSON MATERIAL. 


Isaiah had also promised that the Messiah would 
come like a light out of darkness. ‘‘ The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great light,” etc., that 
they would rejoice and say, ‘‘ Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given...and his name shall he 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” (Place 
initials of these names in the Christmas star. See 
comments on the same lesson given a year ago in 
the Times of December 10, 1904.) Isaiah also prom- 
ised, ‘‘He shall bring and his government 
shall never end.” Another prophet had said that he 
should come in the little village of Bethlehem. 


Through all the years there were always faithful 
ay who watched and waited for the Messiah until 
e really came. 

Preparations for the first Christmas. Nearly four 
hundred years had passed since Malachi’s message, 
when one day an angel came with a wonderful mes- 
sage toa ey ab ap named wre! saying that the 
long-expected Messiah or Christ-child should be hers. 
(Show how close together Malachi and Matthew are 
in the Bible.) The ange! even told Mary what the 
baby’s name should be, and why ‘‘ Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from 
theif sins.” (Write Jesus in the center of the star.) 

For such a wonderful baby you would think beau- 
tiful things would be prepared,—pretty dresses, soft 
comforts, a dainty bed, etc. But the Bible tells 
(Luke 2) how he came when the parents had gone to 
Bethlehem, which was so crowded that they could 
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Immanuel 
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not even find a room; so the baby’s first bed was a 
manger of hay, and his first clothes were pieces of 
cloth wrapped about him. But his mother loved him 
just as much, and named him Jesus, as the angel had 
said. All of next year we will study about his life, 
and learn what he did for the whole world. Because 
of him we have Christmas to-day. 

Iam sure you know many names for him besides 
Jesus. I think if we write Christmas on the board 
we can find a name to suit each letter. Write verti- 
cally.) The first syllable of Christmas is —? Christ. 
We will put that first. Our lesson title calls him 
the Messiah. We will put that by M. There are 
two S’s. ‘God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son,—Son of God. Our text says 
— came to save people from their sins,—Saviour. 

ause he was God's Son, he was sometimes called 
Holy One (opposite H). Our twenty-third 
begins ‘‘ The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
The Lord ors T). 


salm 
any call him 
One of our songs begins, 
“*T will — of my Redeemer” (opposite R). The 
prophet had said, ‘‘ He shall be called Immanuel, 
which means ** God with us.” Because he really was 
a king, he is sometimes called Anointed. How many 
different names we have that belong to him ! a. 
my Saviour, is the one we love the best. Sing a 
Christmas song: 


** Christ was once a little baby, 
Just like you and me, 
Born in Bethlehem of Judah 
Far across the sea,’’ etc. 
—Primary Hymnal. 
Peoria, Itt. 
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The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HIS passage from Isaiah includes chapter 8 : 19 
to chapter 9:7. It is not easy to understand 
without interpretation, and it has often been 

misinterpreted. In Sanders’ and Kent’s ‘‘ Messages 
of the Earlier Prophets” it is well paraphrased 
under the title, ‘‘ The Bright Future for Those Who 
Trust in God.” You are to use it as a Christmas 
lesson, and it is appropriate for that purpose. But 
much has been read into it which could not have 
been in the thought of the rg The conditions in 
which it was spoken throw light onits meaning. If you 
will read W. Robertson Smith’s ‘‘ The Prophets of 
Israel,”” pp. 274-278, and 300-316, you will see what 
was Isaiah’s Messianic idea, and how it may be used 
to help your pupils to know the nobler meaning of 
Christmas. Show them that it is a convincing evi- 
dence that God continually thinks of human beings 
as his children, that he revealed himself to the people 
of Israel and to their human King David, and that 
through their history and by their 6 ongpes he guided 
their hopes to center in a coming fuller revelation of 
himself through the Son of David, hisown Son. The 
et looked forward to a Christmas Day without 

nowing what it was to be. They anticipated a com- 
ing Deliverer, whom we call the Messiah. That gave 
them courage to endure trials, and made life attrac- 
tive even under hard conditions. That anticipation 
saved Israel as a nation until it rejected its ideal 
when it was manifested in Jesus Christ. 

What does Christmas means to Christians now ? 
It is the fact that the Messiah came, the anointed 
King, the Christ; and the assurance through that 
fact of history that he is coming again in glory to 
rule the world. Men do not agree as to what that 
coming will be. Some speak of it as the ‘‘ second 
coming,’’ and are looking for a man to descend on 
the Mount of Olives, from which Jesus ascended. 
Others 1. that coming will be realized in the 
Spirit of Christ becoming supreme among men, his 
character reproduced in their lives, that king- 
dom everywhere established whose principles were 
taught by him, and its blessings of righteousness, 
peace, and love ———. mankind. Men's ways 
of trying to bring in that kingdom are as diverse as 
the forms in which they look for it. But Christians 
do look for it; and each one in his best moments 
has some foregleams of it and is glad. That is our 
meaning of Christmas. It is a joyful day, because 
Christ is coming again to fulfil the promise of his 
first coming. ow did the ancient prophet describe 
Christ’s coming in the tic utterance of our lesson, 
which each of your pupils should commit to memory ? 
It tells of 

National Joy from Expecting Christ’s Coming (vs. 
2,3). Israel had reason enough for gloom. The As- 
syrian army was drawing nearer and terrified them 
flea. 8: 7, 8) No anxieties which the Japanese or 
Russians have suffered from war this year could 
compare with that fear of the people of Israel. 
Some of them, Isaiah said, were seeking comfort 
from predictions of fortune tellers and spirit mediums. 
He told them that the only light for them was in 
what God was saying tothem. If they could see no 
light in his Word, only darkness was before them 
(Isa. 8 : 19-22). But he foretold that to those who 
walked in gloom a great light was coming, dawning 
first in those northern provinces most exposed to the 
Assyrian attack (9: 2.) It was the anticipation of a 
mighty leader, worthy to be called by the noblest 
names (v. 6). That hope would make those who 
cherished it glad, as men rejoice when they reap 
great harvests (v. 3). 

Now show what such an expectation will do for 
American Christians. If we look for the Christ, if 
we constantly work for his coming by making peace 
among men, uplifting the weak to make them strong 
in manhood, we shall lead the nations. Already we 
are cheered by doing this worthily. No sacrifice we 
can make to this end but will help to fulfil the ideal 
which Christ has revealed, which will be fully real- 
izedin hiscoming. Thisis the prophecy of Christmas, 

Personal Freedom in Looking for Christ’s Coming. 
We do not know much of the feeling of relief in 
Israel when the yoke of Midian was broken in the 
day of battle (vs. 4, 5). But these are noble verses, 
a vision of oppressing nations destroyed, and peace 
gained by overcoming. I have seen men suffering 
under cruel foreign authority, rulers hiding knowl- 
edge from them, laying heavy burdens of taxes on 
them, giving them blows in answer to their com- 
plaints. How would such men feel to find the yoke 
of tyranny broken, to be led to victory till the armor 
and weapons and bloody garments were burned up 
and peace won through heroic sacrifice? Personal 
freedom is always the fruit of conflict. We look for 
the coming of Christ to destroy all wickedness. 
What is its effect? Read 1 John 3: 2,3. In that 
way the great victory is coming. Ask ae foe 
how they are trying to realize this meaning of Christ- 
mas. 

The Complete Establishment of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Isaiah described what Christ is (v. 6). Then he de- 


, (Continued on next page, second column) 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 








Education 
of Any Sort 


Free 


For Boys or Girls 


or Women 
Offered by Tue Lapies’ 


Saturpay Eveninc Post. 





You can keep on study- 
ing and earn enough money 
to pay your expenses while 
you ’re doing it. The work 
is getting new subscribers 
for these periodicals and 
looking after the renewals. 

And, if you work system- 
atically, you can get $1000 
extra in a few months; or 
maybe $500, $400, $300, 
$250, $150, $100. 

Surely your expenses. 
Whoever has success in him 
can get his start now. 

Write to 


The Curtis Publishing Company 
W 03 Arch St., Philadelphia 





(Isa. 9: 1-7) 


| pand forever, 
| righteousness. 
| your pupils. 


|in the years when he lived the human 


Home Journat and THE 

















HOLIDAY BOOKS 





AN ORCHARD PRINCESS 


By RALPH HENRY BARBOUR, Author 
of ** Kitty of the Roses.’ 

‘It is impossible to describe in common- 
place prose the charms of the lovely heroine 
this pleasant author delights in creating.’’ 
—Augusta Herald, 

Illustrated in color, with page designs in 
tint, by JAMES MONTGOMERY FLAGG, 
Bound in cloth, with portrait. cover, in or- 
namental box, $2.00. 


MISS CHERRY-BLOSSOM 
OF TOKYO 


By JOHN LUTHER LONG 


An especially beautiful edition of this 
popular novel. On each page of the book, 
from cover to cover, are Japanese pictures 
printed in the tints of old Japan. Nine full- 
page illustrations in colors and tints, lining 
papers of cherry blossoms, a cover of espe- 
cially characteristic design, and an orna- 
mental box with cover printed in colors, 
complete one of the handsomest and most 
artistic holiday books of the year. Illus- 
trated. Ornamental cloth, $2.50. 


Send for Illustrated Holiday Catalogue, 





J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia 











The Travel Lessons 


On the Life of Jesus 
By Rev. William Byron Forbush, Ph.D. 


Author of “ The Boy Problem” and “‘ The Boys’ 
Life of Jesus.” 

The Sunday School Times: “ Dr. Forbush is 
proveng in his Sunday-school that it is possible to 
get a class of twenty-five healthy, restless boys as 
much interested in studying the life of Christ as 
they are in football scores.” 
The plan of these lessons is to teach Jesus’ lif 
while the students are in the very atmosphere o 
the places where His life was spent. 

ev. Alfred H. Barr: “ You have certainly 
blazed a new pathway in your Lessons.” 

- Ballentine, LL.D; “‘ Dr. Forbush’s idea 

is an inspiration of genius. ’ 
Accompany International Lessons for 1906, 
or used independently. These Lessons have been 
thoroughly revised for a new edition 

Send a postal card at once for Dr. Forbush’s 
Free a riptive Pamphle: 


DERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
Bible Study Dept. 3 and 5 W. 19th St., N.Y. 











(Continued from preceding page) 


clared that his government should ex- 
through judgment and 

Make the vision clear to 
Tell them it can be seen 
| only by those who look for Christ, and 
live in Christ, making themselves worthy 
to be his companions. Show them what 
he was when he came into this world 
at Bethlehem. Tell them what he was 





life that revealed the eternal life. | 
‘Everything we are accustomed to call | 
great and holy, heart purity and lofty 
spirituality, courage and heroism, pa- 


| tience and devotion to the death, self- 


knowledge and self-sacrifice—all these 
noblenesses bound in one human figure 
—that is Jesus.” The apostle who knew 
him best said, ‘‘ We beheld his glory, 
glory as the only begotten from the 
Father.” 

Christ is coming again. The joy we 
have in anticipating his coming is our 
Christmas. ‘ He shall appear a second 
time apart from sin, to them that wait 
for him, unto salvation.” ‘‘ Of the in- 
crease of his government’and of peace 
there shall be noend.” This is the root 


| of all worthy ambition, the motive of all 


holy living. This is our Christmas. 


Boston, 
% 


This world’s peace comes from an- 
| other world’s sacrifice. 


ae 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


| 


| The Character of the Messiah 


| I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Isa. 9: 
| I-7; II : I-10). 


[For each member of the Bible class.] 


It is fitting at this Christmas sea- 
son that we turn back to those fore- 
shadowings of the Messianic reality 
which were given expression by the 
noble prophets of the eighth century 
before Christ. It is well to consider 
them with care that we may realize in 
what respects they anticipated the Jesus 
who walked in Galilee. 

As we read these and other similar 
passages with care, it becomes clear 
that the prophetic declarations were 
somewhat general. They were describ- 
ing the qualities which the needed 
leader must possess, rather than sketch- 
ing such a leader as he was. For cen- 
turies these men of keen and clear spir- 
itual vision, themselves great-souled, 
unselfish, thoughtful, dependable ad- 
visers of their countrymen, were en- 
gaged in the process of formulating an 
ideal. They were continually making 
discoveries regarding God and his true 
relationship to men, in the sense that 
an ever broadening vision of spiritual 
realities and conditions was coming to 
them. They assumed that Israel was to 
be made the divine instrumentality, and 
| that as yet she was unfitted for her task. 
They seemed to be trying to express the 
qualities which he should possess who 
could guide the people and prepare them 
| for their duty. 

These passages in Isaiah emphasize a 
variety of qualities. He should dispel 
the gloom resting on the land, conquer 
its oppressors, govern wisely, promote a 
real era of peace, uphold righteousness, 
reveal God, embody (11 : 1-5) ideals of 
practical wisdom and piety, promote the 
highest interests of humanity, and exalt 
the power and wisdom and justice of 
God. This expected one should be, in 
short, just such a leader as Israel needed 
in order tg attain God's wishes in glori- 
ous fashion. Thus was constituted an 
inspiring ideal, which the Master more 
than made real. 


II. ReFrerence LITERATURZ. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the lessons from Isaiah to Malachi will 
be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., upon 
request, for a two-cent stamp 

For a paraphrase and explanation of 
these passages in their proper connec- 
tion, see ‘‘ Messages of the 
Prophets” (105-107 George Adam 


( Continued on next page, fourth column) 
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TEACHER 


SUP’T 
PASTOR 
FATHER 
MOTHER 
YOUNG MAN 
MAIDEN 
BOY OR GIRL 


EVERY ONE 


New Illustrated Holiday List Free to Any 


Fleming H. Revell Company 


WHY NOT BOOKS «::. ? 


A gift of a book is in itself a compliment to the intellect, and whether 
for young or old, grave or gay, there’s nothing more suitable. 


Pencil Points for Teachers By Robert F. ¥: 
with illustrations of blackboard drawings and suggestions. Forms 
a fitting companion to Dr. Pierce's popular book, “ Pictured ’ Truth.” 
illustrated, net, $1.25. 


How to Conduct a Sunday School Py Marion 
General Secretary of the International Sunday School Association, 


** Packed full of useful information. Filled with details, specific and 
practical, for which a host of'Sunday-school workers have longed and 
prayed.”’—7he Examiner. Net, $1.25. 


St. Cuthbert’s 4,Parish Romance. By R. E. Knowles. 


Fifth edition, ‘What lan Maclaren has 
done for Drumtochty, and what Barrie has done for Thrums, Robert 
E. Knowles has done for his parish on this side of the water.’’— 
Albany Argus. Cloth, $1.50. 


4 A Story of the Theft of an Empire. James M. 
Sir Raoul,‘ giow's new novel, ‘‘ The C aptain of the 
Janizaries’ has outlived ee hundreds of historical novels, and 
‘Sir Raoul’ should prove equally successful and permanent,” — The 
Independent. Illustrated, $1.50. 


A Mother’s Year Compiled by Helen Russ Stough. 


Among the contributors are President 
Roosevelt, Lowell, Dickens, Channing, Holmes, Hawthorne, Whit- 
tier, Riley, etc. Illustrated. $1.25, net. 


Its Kingship and Majest By William 
Self-Control George Jorden. Should. sell by tens of 


millions. It’s just the counsel universally needed, and it ? tendered 
as from man to man."’—/Ailadelphia Telegraph. Cloth, $1.00, net. 


The Village Artist BY Adctine M; Teskey. | Mrs. 


tells her experiences 
in a quaint, simple manner, that is itself a rare delight.’’"——Wash- 
ington Star. Cloth, $1.00. 


St. Cecilia of the Court By, !sabella R. Hess. 


ictures many sides of life 
in the whirling metropolis where a little red-haired girl rises above 
the environments of the alley—irresistible."’"—Boston Globe. I\lus- 
trated, cloth, $1.25. 


Yet Another Day By J. H. Jowett. A brief prayer for 


every day of the year. ‘The flower of 
the sweetest, open-eyed love of Christ. Leather, 35 cents, net. 
Cloth, 25 cents, net. 
Address. 
ew York, 1 
Chicago, 80 


8 Fifth Avenue 
abash Avenue 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 








Leading Fall Books 





1. net. 


Dr. Amory H. Bradford's 


The Inward Light 


A powerful plea for individual conscience. 
20 Postage, 10% 


Pres. Chas. W. Eliot's 


The Happy Life 


Full of the wine of right living. 
75c. and $1.50 net. 


3d edition. 
Postage ,8 





ad edition. 
75 cts. net. 


“ Parsifal.’ 


Oliver Huckel’s 


Lohengrin 


A delightful poetical version, uniform with 


Postage, 8c. 





Pres. Samuel V. Cole’s 


The Life that Counts 


A book to read, remember and quem. 
75 cts. net. Postage, 8 





More than a million copies 
devotional books sold. 


Dr. J. R. Miller’s 


When the Song Begins 


65 cts. and 85 cts. net. 





Dr. Chas. E. Jefferson's 
The Minister as 
Prophet 


A popular treatment of a modern clergyman’s 


of this author's 


Postage, 8c. 





and new theological beliefs. 


Dr. N. McGee Waters’ 


A Young Man’s 
Religion 


And His Father's Faith. A comparison of old 


duties. 90 cts. met. Postage, roc. 





Dr. Henry D. Chapin’s 


Vital Questions 


A physician of wide experience discusses 


90 cts. net. some momentous topics. 1.00 net. 








THOMAS Y. 


CROWELL & CO., NEW YORK 











lesson hour, how to 


new.’ I ee 





Sunday-School Problems 


This new book by Professor Amos R. Wells tells how to get home 
study, what to do with backward scholars, how to build up the adult classes, 
what to do with the harder lessons, how to use the last five minutes of the 


carry on teachers'-meetings, what to do when the 


attendance wanes, how to inspire love for the Bible, how to tell a Bible 
story, what to do with disorderly scholars, etc. 


“ A wealth of yy hints. 

ishop John H. Vincent, D.D., 

ae The author is a genius in gesting new ways and means, and transforming old ways into 

N. Peloubet, D. vom 

Whoever eT carefully 

ful Sunday: school worker. — 

‘ No one can read this book without being stimulated into better ways of working.—Aev. A. F. 
Schauffler, D.D., Secretary of the International Lesson Committee. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston, Mass., and Chicago, III. 


Price, $1.00. 


A book of great value to all classes of Sunday-school workers.”’ 
unday-school pioneer and founder of Chautaugua. 


author of Peloubet's “ Select Notes.’ 
this book and follows its counsels will be a better and more success- 
ev. Jesse L. Hurlbut, D.D., author of “ Hurlbut’ s Notes.” 
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it will pay you. 


Sunday School Times Les 


set of The 
son Pictures 






















































———— 





































































730° 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





TA Les 





son Help 


That’s Different 


“Gives me the sort of help I need most’’ 


UR years ago Pell’s Notes on the 

Sunday-school lessons was known 

only to a small coterie of progressive 
S. S. workers—the sort that have a knack 
ot getting the first bite at all the good 
things going. To-day it is known where- 
ever progressive S; S. workers are to be 
found, aid everywhere, and among ail 
denominations, it is spoken of with en- 
thusiasm as the help that gives you the 
sort of help you need most. What is the 
secret of its wonderful popularity? Just 
this: It gives you the sort of help 
you need most! 

Doctor Pell has a talent for getting at 
the heart of things. He cracks your 
hard nut at a blow, casts the hull aside, 
and holds up the kernel before your very 
eyes. You just can’t help seeing the 
heart of.the lesson. And he not only 
makes you see it—e warms your heart 
with it, His words stir your brain and 
set your heart afire, and when he is done 
you are fairly tingling with desire to im- 
part the precious truth to others. You 


go to your class in a glow, and with a de- 
lightful sense of spiritual and intellectual 
preparedness. 
ell’s Notes is a complete /sson 
help. There’s no gap between the lessons, 
The lessons for 1906 are not mere dis- 
connected glimpses of Jesus; they form a 
complete life of Jesus. Don’t confuse it 
with the vestpocket annuals, which, 
though excellent, are mere outlines. It 
is published monthly—/welve little vest- 
pocket books a year—and jt contains all 
the information directly bearing upon the 
lessons that can be found jn any other 
lesson help. Only fewer words, that’s all. 
And, by the way, it uses not only the 
Authorized and American Revised Ver- 
sions, but also the version of the Twen- 
tieth Century Testament, which, as you 
know, ‘translates the text into modern 
English, 
quveliian vonipechet book form, which enables 
them to carry it with them through the week, so 


that when one must wait for a car, or for dinner, 
or for somebody that’s late, one may turn to it 





and add another item to his knowledge of next 
Sunday’s lesson. 

In our day a live teacher is no more content 
with one lesson help than a live preacher is con- 
tent with one commentary. He takes his own 
denominational nem course, but in addition he 


takes all the good 


Ss to tr 


elps he can buy. We want 
Pell’s Notes. The price is 75c a yr. 
special offer, two years for $1,00), but to get you 
to test it we make the following remarkable offers 
which give you— 





Pell’s Notes a 
Geikie’s 
Life gf Christ 
$1.00 


You'll want to read Geikie (it’s the 
standard) along with your lessons 


Art of 


a@ marvel of cheapness. 








studying an 
sands), or 
which should have a 


Pell’s Notes Free! 


A dollar bill, if sent now, wil] pay for the Cosmopolitan Magazine 

(price, p20) and Pell’s Notes One year. 
ree. If preferred, you may have in place of Cosmopolitan either Pell’s 
Er the Bible ($1.00,—a book on intelligent methods of 


njoying | 
using the Bible 
Cram’s Quick Reference Atlas of the 


lace in ever 


in-3606. This is at cloth-bound send Pell’s Notes and Woman’s Home Companion (or, if preferred 
etition (coptaining all the matter of Harper’s Bazar). For $2.50 Pell’s — Review of Reviews 
the $2. 50 edition), price, 60 cents,— ($3.00), and any dollar magazine except cClure’s. 


may be either new or renewals, 


Thus you get the Notes 


which has proved an inspiration to thou- 
R World ($1.00,— 
intelligent home),.« For $1.10 will 


Subscriptions 


Pell’s Notes aa 
Superintendent’s 
Book @f Prayer 


$1.00 


Prayers for opening exercises for 
every Sunday in the year, besides 
peyes for Fmt mee occasions, all by 

Ir. Pell. Subscriptions may 
either new or renewals. 











We may be compelled to withdraw 
these offers soon. Better order to-day. 


Robert Harding Co., Inc., Richmond, Virginia 

























HOOKCASES 


That which promotes inter- 7 
est in good literature and adds 
beauty to home environment, 
maturally appeals to those who 
exercise careful judgment in 
the selection of 
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Smith in his ‘Isaiah I to XXXIX,” 
chapter 7, entitled ‘‘ The Messiah,” has 
a long, pertinent discussion, very well 
worth reading. P 


III, QuEstTions For STuDY AND Discus- 
SION, 

To be allotted in advance, by the Jeader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the class.] 

1. Israel's Prophets. (1.) What was 
their distinctive aim? (2.) In what 
group of four men, who did their work 
within a half century, did Isaiah belong ? 
(3.) Was the portrayal of the Messiah 
an incidental or a principal objective in 
their predictions ? 

2. Lheir Messianic Ideal. (4.) Do 
such verses as Isaiah 9 : 3-5 imply that 
the Christ would be a warrior? (5.) 
What other distinct expectations regard- 
ing his work are fostered by this pas- 
sage ? (6.) Was it strange that the 
Jews looked forward to his earthly 
reign ? 

3. [ts Fulfilment. (7.) Did Jesus re- 
mage any of these idealizations? (8.) 

ow did he explain them? (g.) Do we 
to-day regard them as satisfactorily ful- 
filled ? 

4. The Christmas Message. (10.) 
What is the value of an ideal ? 


IV. A Leapinc THOUGHT. 

[For general discussion under the leader’s directions. ] 
People must be judged by their best, 

not by their average; by that which in- 

spires, enlarges, and directs. By this 

standard how would we rank the Jew? 
BosTon. 


% 


The hand of a child is the tie that 
binds the peoples together. 





Have you ever tried The Sunday 
School Times Lesson Pictures as a 
help in interesting your class in the 
lesson? Ten cents will pay for a 
guarter's set,—eleven different pic- 
tures and a map, each on a separate 
sheet of enameled paper. 








school periodicals. 


worth, 


of the immediate Sunday-school. 


Western Office: 
192 Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Teachers’ 


{The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons 
in the most helpful and concise form. 


Home Department Quarterly 


Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit those outside 


Peloubet’s*Gziven’ Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded to be 
unexcelled, and have won the first place for themselves among Sunday- 


Our corps of editors, comprising Rev. F. N. PELouBET, D.D., REv. A. F. 
SCHAUFFLER, D.D., Mrs. M. G. KENNEDY, and Mrs. ANNA L. BURNS, 
stands at the head of Sunday-school writers, and their names guarantee their 


Quarterlies 


It contains a full page of illustrative 


explanation upon the lesson, in addition to the regular matter. 
Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Department requisites. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


120 Boylston Street, Boston 






























































“SUPPOSE I DIE” 


We have helped the people to answer 
that question for half a century or more ; 
to make provision for their survivors. We 
do more : We assist men in making pro- 
vision for their old age, when the money- 

roducing power is waning. Get our 
ree booklet, ‘‘The How and the Why.” 
It brushes cobwebs from the brain. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
921-923-925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


















































Introduce yourself to some of the ad- 
vertisers whose goods you want by men- 
tioning The Sunday School Times when 
you write. 





























k for Sunday-schools, revivals, etc. 
ice, 2c. Ln ordering, name this 
‘A Bottle of Tears.” 
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Be-yondthe si- lent riv- er, 
This beautiful song is only in our ‘‘Gems No. 2.” 
which has made such a stir, and 18 others, among them many remarkably beautifu 





In the glorious summerland ; 


pieces. The v 


ery 
und notes or shapes; state choice, 


paper yor com of the great te rect: 
and we w ve you free, a co e t tem t 
PICKETT PUBLISHING CO. Louleville, Ky, 


It also contains “* Tell Mother I'll be There,” 











Best HOME DEPARTMENT RECORD for Superintendent, Secretary, Treasurer, Re 
Cloth, size 9% X6%, 5oc., postpaid. 


School, etc. 
BOOK 


Supplemental Help—Colored 


S OF THE BIBLE. Artistic, unique, $2. 


Three Best Hymnals—The Sundav School 
Standard Songs with complete ORCHESTRA 


T 


Send for returnable sample copies, 30 cents. Descriptive booklets. 


HEIDELBERG PRESS, 1308 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


rts to 
hart— 


yee. The Primary Sunday School Hymnal, 
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20th Century Limited 











Eighteen-hour train to Chicago. 
New York Central and Lake Shore, 





Saint Cecilia of the Court 


(Continued from page 722) 


here all the time?’’ and quite uncon- 
sciously, ‘‘I’'m the Saint,—don't you 
know, Jim ?’’ 

But Jim muttered on incoherently and 
unweariedly ; she straightened the coves 
let, as he tossed it about, and gave him 
water, and bathed his forehead. It was 
noon when the doctor came in, and 
Mickey was with Cecilia, sitting discon- 
solately by the stove. 

With practised eye he took in Jim's 
flush, and dimmed eyes, and he felt his 
pulse, and bent over until his head rested 
on Jim's chest ; all the time his face grew 
graver, and when he stood up, he simply 
asked, ‘‘ Little girl, is this your father ?’’ 

‘*No, sir, he ain’t nothin’ !'’ Her 
voice shook so, she herself hardly recog- 
nized it. 

**Who’s here to take care of him, 
child ?’* The doctor's tone was kind, 
but he had many more charity calls to 
make, and his time was valuable. 

‘*«Me? I'm all Jim's got.’’- At the 
simple, plaintive words, the doctor scanned 
the tired, pinched face, and the hurried 
edge to his voice was gone, and he spoke 
very low and tenderly. 

‘Then, my dear little girl, you have 
a hard case for such a little nurse! If 
he weren't so sick, we'd take him to the 
hospital, but as it is, you and I will try 
to fight it out, and if he isn’t better to- 
morrow, we'll try to send a mission nurse 
in.”’ 

‘« Has he got something bad?’ Her 
voice didn’t quiver now, but was strained 
in its intensity. 

‘*Pneumonia.’’ This was very clear 
to the doctor, but to Cecilia, who had 





( Continued on next page, second column) 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 


that is not only a 
safety but a razor 





Triple silver - plated. Always 


sharp. Alwaysready. Yousim- 
ply lather and shave. 
Each set contains 12 double- 


edged blades. 24 keen-cutting 
edges. Each blade is tempered 
so hard by our secret process it 
will give an average of 20 to 40 
velvet shaves, 


An Ideal 
Holiday Gift 
for a Gentleman 


For sale by all leading hardware 
and cutlery stores and dealers in 
gents’ fine toilet articles. 

Ask to see ‘‘ The Gillette,’’ and 
call for our descriptive booklet, or 
write us, 


Gillette be Sanne © Com 
City 














From 1611 to 1901 


For nearly 300 years the Bible was 
not re-translated. The language of the 
1611 or ‘King James’’ edition had all 
these years remained qochengsd wane 
the English language itself changed so 
much that at least twenty-five different 
dictionaries were necessary. 

For these reasons 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD 


Revised 
Bible 


is welcomed by al] Eng- 
lish-speaking people. It 
gives the Scriptures in 
plain modern English, 
easily understood by 
every reader. Bible 
— worked 29 years 
© produce it. 
All seabeiben Shave in stock, or can_quick! 
§t free from us, any apt of the American Standa’ 
Bible le you order. Prices, asc. to $18.00, 
according to size and binding. e sell direct 
where booksellers will not supply. 


Free—“The Story of the 
Revised Bible’ 





our boo hich tells why the Bible was 
sed w AS ‘accomplished, and shows 
sample bindings, etc., of the many styles 
yy om, mame on a ey hy 4 
our bookseller 
this booklet, ‘ahs 
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never heard of it before, it was therefore 
all the more awful. She clinched her 


| teeth, and drew a long breath. The words 
| came slowly, but her heart pulsed through 


| 





37 A East 18th Street, Hew York 


BLACKBOARD Si itrie's “cutis 
crayons, eraser and latest saproves “ Handy” Biack- 


board, with finished edge, 50c .; with oak frame, 75c., 
express paid. Dept. G. rt Press, Orange, Mass. 


Read Prudential {Gili pay yeu. 
$10, 000 bh it buy paying business estab. 19 years. 


lity, good schools, ch Ny, 
no saloons. i F. A. Breck, Vineland, 

















| every one. 


«I know I'm only—a little 


|—girl, but I'll take good care of Jim!"’ 


“Tm sure you will!’’ The doctor's 
voice, too, wasn't quite steady. ‘‘ This 
little boy will go to the drug store to get 
the medicine, I know, for I'll give him 
a penny.”’ 

Mickey sprang to his feet, and glared 
at the doctor. ‘*No, I won't! I'll go 
fer nothin’ !"’ 

And before very long he was back, and 
between them they gave Jim the medi- 
cine. All the long afternoon they watched 
there, and no one could possibly have 
known Mickey, the pugilistic Mickey, 
had they seen how tenderly he did the 
Saint’s bidding, how tirelessly he poked 
the little stove, how quietly he tiptoed 
about. It was almost evening when 
Cecilia remembered that she had had 
nothing to eat all day, so she made tea, 
and they ate the two buns; and when 
she tried to tell Mickey that they had 
been Jim’s surprise of the day before, 
her voice broke, and she cried. And 
Mickey, never having dreamed that tears 
were of any kin to Cecilia, was awed 
into horrified silence; but when Jim 
murmured for water, they sprang to their 
feet, and Cecilia forgot her tears as she 
raised his head to drink. 

In the evening, Mickey's mother came 
in, and she nodded approval at the three 
bottles of medicine that stood on the 
table, and the packet of powders. ‘‘ He 
must be a fine doctor,’’ she commented, 
‘* for no other would be givin’ four kinds 
to one person to be taking.’’ 

When she had felt Jim's head and 
hands, she lightened the load on Cecilia’s 
heart by saying that she knew Jim was 
much better than in the morning, she 
could fee/ it. Then she cheerfully re- 
lated the little happenings of the day, 
and told innumerable tales of people 
who had had ‘; Amonia,’’ and had had 
a variety of fates. And as Jim seemed 
quieter and needed less attention, the 
Saint’s weary lids began to grow heavy. 
The mother-heart within Mrs. Daley's 
breast saw the tired droop, and she 
caressingly bryshed back the red hair as 
she said : ‘‘God bless you, Saint Cecilia ! 
*Twas Him knew well when Jim took you 
in that he'd have need of you. If it 
wasn’t fer the washing to-morrow, I'd be 
watchin’ this night! But do you go to 
sleep here, and please God Jim will be 
better the mornin’!’’ And with that, 
she and Mickey went away. 

As the night went on, Jim grew res 
less again, and Cecilia took up her tire- 
less round of duties. She listened anx- 
iously for the church bells, and as she 
counted each stroke, gave Jim the medi- 
cine. It seemed less lonely there with the 
bells to keep her company. And al- 
though it seemed she would drop with 
very weariness, she seemed to grow more 
alert with every stroke, and she heard 
Jim's lightest murmur, and his every 
movement. And when morning dawned 
slowly, she felt that Jim was better than 
he had been. He did not talk so much 
in his sleep, and lay more quietly. 

Mickey came again early, and said his 
mother had said he wasn't to go to school, 
but to stay with Cecilia. The boys, see- 
ing him go in, felt a pronounced envy 
that Ae should be the one to shoulder 
the responsibility of Jim's well-being. 
The doctor came again later in the morn- 
ing, and said that Jim was indeed better, 
and that as Cecilia had done so well, 
he wouldn’t send a nurse. And she and 
Mickey, sitting cuddled there beside the 
stove, felt a certain grateful kinship that 
they had watched by Jim so well that he 
was getting better. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


HAS THE 
STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 


The First Gleam of Sunshine 


to brighten thousands of homes has been a Life 
Insurance Policy in The Prudential. Are you willing 
¢o look around the . bountiful Christmas table and 
know that you haven't saved a cent against the day 
when your family may be sitting there without you? 

Now is the time to act. Secure a Prudential 
policy and hand it to the wife and family at Christ- 


mas dinner. 
ever enjoyed. 


It will be the best Christmas you have 


Write for Plans and Payments today, to Dept. 126 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


Insurance Company of America 


SNCORPORATED AS A STOCK COMPANY BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Prest. 


Home Office, NEWARK, N. J. 














Se Abi jail 


f+ 
Pin Os 





St. Abigail of the Pines 


By William A. Knight 
Author of “ The Song of Our Syrian Guest.” 
Pp. 175. $1.00, 


A book to warm the heart of every lover of stirring 
outdoor life on sea and shore, and which makes its 
appeal to every man and woman who knows what it is 
to ee. A tale of old New Bedford paling Ls 

T. historic fact, but touching the of 
ee 


New Edition in Ooze Leather of 


“The Song of Our 
Syrian ce af 


$1.25. 


About 75,000 coples have been told of this charming 
interpretation of ** Shepherd Psalm” in the light 
of Syrian shepherd life. The illustrated edition 
printed in two colors, with stamping in white and 
gold, is 50 cents net. Plain cloth and same contents, 
35 cents net, Leatherette and same contents, 25 cents 
net. Pamphlet editions, 5 and 10 cents each. 


SONGS FOR LITTLE PEOPLE 


By Fra: 


Primary Departments. | 


eld Danielson 
and Grace Witeae Conant 


| Price, 60 cents, 


THE PILGRIM PRESS, Boston, New York, Chicago 
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Quarterlies and Requisites 


This 
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outside of the immediate Sunday-school. 


It contains a full page of ilhus- 
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Superiutendents are invited to send for samp 
set of Home Department 
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Requisites. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
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192 Michigan Ave., Chicago, Il. 
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good 
home work on their Sunday-school lessons ? @ Use Wilde’s Bible Pictures in 
connection with our Scrap Albums in which they can write out the lesson 


Price, 1 cent each, Postpaid 
Send for catalogue of pictures. Size of cards, 6 x 8 in. 


These have borrd covers, cloth flexible back, and contain 70 leaves, 
size 7 x 8' inches. 
Price, 10 cents each (5 cents additi 


MADONNA CALENDAR A\<tuilul tec dieet Calendar on which ate mounted 
colors of the originals. 5% x6 taches in cine. Size cf Calendar, 1t'z I4ia. 


WILDE’S 
Bible Pictures 


Do you want to hold the attention 
of a class of restless boys or girls ? 
@ Use Wilde’s Bible Pictures in 
the class. 

Do you want to have afull attendance 
of your class each week? @ Give your 
scholars Wilde’s Bible Pictures. 
Do you want your class to do 


I for post 5 





masterpieces 
e Price, $1.25 
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192 Michigan Avenue 





W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


BOSTON 
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EPAGE’S PHOTOPASTE =a 


IN JARS AND TUBES. 
For photo or general use. Dries 
quickly — never iieny print, Very & 
rong — corners will not cur!, Largest 
bottle now sold for 6c.( bymati,10c.) In Mae ae 
bulk for large users, carton work, etc. 
PACE’ MAUOILA = 
2 02. size retails be. ; by mail, 10e, 


Mah ise ebot. oe tuber nieatt ChWkW 
©O., 121 Resex Avenue, Gloucester, 
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How often when compan ne 

comes you are * in despair |" Sead a 
because you haven't those feet 1 
things cooked that you want to J ; 
set before guests. MINUTE ¥ a y” 
TAPIOCA is a great help at 
such a time, because it is quickly 

prepared, wholesome, delicious, andevery« 

bod likes it If your grocer hasn't it, we 

send enough for one pint and Minute Cook 

Kook for 4 cents v4 pte A name. Also 

ask your grocer for Minute Gelatine, Minute Malta- 

Coffeena, and Minute Gelatine Flavored. 


Whitman Grocery Co., Dept. P, Orange, Mass. 
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}0n SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS by REV. 
13.M. COON, All the Lessons for 1906 in 
right to 
Small in size, but | 
large in suggestion, Daily Bible Read- | 
ings, Topics of Young People’s Socie- 
ties, also Pledge, Benediction, etc, 128 
pages, Pocket Size. Red Cloth 26c, Mor- | 
occo 35c, Interleaved for Notes 50c, pre- | 
Agents Wanted. 
Lakeside Bidg, Chicago. | 








Over 400 beautiful pictures 


of Eastern lands and customs 
illustrate the Bible stories in 


On Holy 
Ground 


By WILLIAM L. WORCESTER 


A book for the young and old. 492 pages. 
$3.00 net. VPostage, 31 cents extra. 





“ With this book in the hands of an intelli- 


gent mother, any family of children could 
easily be made interested in the Bible.’’ 
Bishop Whitaker. 


**Specially for children, but the grown-up 
who is too old to enjoy its varied charms is in 
need of pity.""—Aansas City Homestead. 

‘Will appeal to Sunday-school teachers 
as well as to scholars.’’— Chicago Advance. 





For sale by all booksellers, or 


J. B. Lippincott Company, Publishers, 
Philadelphia 























BORATED 
TALCUM 





CHAPPED HANDS, CHAFING 


and all afflictions ofthe skin. 
“A littl higher in price, per- 
haps, than worthless subdsti- 
tutes, but arcason for ét.”’ Delightful 
after shaving, Gold everywhere, or mailed on 
receipt of Get Mennen's (the original). 
Sample Free. 
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THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF 
Dear Sirs: ts6 Bain %., 
Please 


method 
Invaluable for the 
mer. 
Fadorvemonts mF ge pm purses and 
Letters from hundreds of graduates 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Peace Sunday 


HE attention of peace committees, 
ministers, superintendents of 
Bible schools, and other Christian 

workers, is called to the third Sabbath 

in December, which has by agreement of 

peace organizations been set apart as a 

day when the thoughts of all may pro- 

sy be turned to the subject of peace. 
t is hoped on this day special effort will 
be made to inculcate from a Christian 
point of view the great principles of 
peace and justice between man and 
man, and between nation and nation, 
in order that people, young and old, 
may be led to see that a full acceptance 
of the teachings of Jesus Christ implies 
an acceptance of his doctrine of love and 
brotherhood. ‘‘ Nothing but the Golden 

Rule of Christ can bring about the 

golden age of man.” 

Programs for public meetings, data for 
sermon preparation, and samples of lit- 
erature for distribution may be obtained 
at the office of any of the peace socie- 
ties, or from Mrs, H. J. Bailey, the 
superintendent of the peace department 
of the National W. C. T. U., at Win- 
throp Center, Maine, or from Alice May 
Douglas, Bath, Maine. 


ee 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


(Continued from page 720) 





handle the subject of amusements, about 
which you differ, is, in my judgment, the 
indirect method. You certainly will make 
no headway by openly opposing those who do 
the things you do not approve of. The 
higher state of religious interest you can de- 
velop in the class, the less interest there will 
be in these other things, not simply on the 
ground that they are not right, but because 
they are of so much less importance than 
other things. The cultivation of right prin- 
ciples, the plain teaching of the truth of the 
gospel, the development of the spirit of soul 
winning, will gradually drive out matters of 
less importance. Neither those who in- 
dulge in these amusements nor those who do 
not should ostracize the others, The spirit 


cumstances, no matter what the differences 
of opinion are on these things. The ad- 
mission of a new member now and then will 
not affect the class any when the proper 
spirit is developed in the class as a whole. 





FAMOUS PICTURES 


Reproduction of famous paint- 
Ss by old and modern 
masters. 
2,200 subjects in Black 
Nand white or Sepia. 
Size, 54% x8. 


ONE CENT EACH 
120 for $1.00 
Our new 48 - page 
catalog, with 1,000 
small illustrations 
and two sample pic- 
/ tures, sent for 2-cent 
stamp. Colored pic- 
tures of See. Size, 

Xg. goo subjects. 
Gimple and catalog for 
2-cent stamp. 

George P. Brown & Co., 
verly, Mass. 


A GOOD INVESTMENT 


THE ECONOMY 
HOME EXPENSE LEDGER 


(Copyrighted 1905) 

This simple, practical, short-cut home and 
personal expense book is indispensable in 
every well-managed home. { System is ab- 
solutely necessary in the art of saving money. 

Sent to any address, postpaid, on receipt 
of One Dollar. Furnished only b 
Established, WM. G. JOHNSTON & CO. 

7 908 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 







































A MAP of EUROPE 


outlining in detail the best itineraries 


FOR TRAVELERS 


and containing helpful suggestions as to the 
best way of seeing the best in Europe. 


SENT UPON REQUEST 
A postal card will bring it. 
BUREAU OF UNIVERSITY TRAVEL 
Dept. F. 201 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass. 





By all means I would effect an organization. 
I would make the organization first of all 
religious, then social. The two are not 
inconsistent. Do not allow the social to run 
away with the religious. There are a few 
things which young ladies of this age can 
do which will interest and hold them, pro- 
vided they have wise and intelligent leader- 
ship. Throwing the responsibility of disci- 
pline upon the class itself oftentimes works 
well. There is a little book entitled ‘‘ Class 
Organization ’’ issued by David C. Cook Co., 
Elgin, Illinois, It may help you by way of 
suggestion. Do everything you can to cul- 
tivate a class spirit. The adopting of colors, 
of a motto, of an emblem which harmonizes 
with the motto, the printing of neat class 
stationery containing the names of your 
pastor, superintendent, and teacher, as well 
as those of the officers of the class,—all such 
things help to create and maintain a class 
spirit. Put first things first, do thoroughly 
whatever you undertake, maintain a strict 
loyalty to the church and to the school itself, 
and I doubt not the result will be satisfactory. 


LYNCHBURG, VA.—We have a Union Sun- 
day-school attended by all denominations of 
| the neighborhood, and are laying aside the 
offering of the first Sunday of each month to be 

used for missions or some other worthy object. 
| Please advise us where we can send this fund 
to the best advantage.—R. E. J. 

The most active, beneficial, and needy in- 
terdenominational Christian work I know of 
is in your own state of Virginia. Itis the best 
interdenominational right-here-at-home mis- 
sionary society in your siate. Its efforts are 
given up wholly to the advancement of Sun- 
day-school interests, though it does not fur- 
nish any supplies nor directly establish 
Sunday-schools. On this account, it does 
not in any way antagonize any of the de- 
nominational agencies, but is looked upon 
by all of them as a very great ‘‘ helper.’’ 

It causes many Sunday-school conventions 
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Mother’s 
Magazine 


An Illustrated Monthty Publication for the 
Mother, Intended as a Practical Help to Her 
in Each Department of Home Life. 


The Only Magazine 
of the Kind 


The “‘ Mother’s Magazine” is a new publication 
which is issued in answer toa tomate; eeded cry 
for help from mothers. ‘The mother’s problems 
are many, her unanswered questions innumerable, 
and she is practically without help. 


Every trade and vocation has its magazine. 
Why should not the mother? There are books 
and magazines from which she can secure some 
help, but until now there has never been any peri- 
odical published expressly for the great realm of 
mothers. The mother, of all others, needs help. 
She spends many sleepless nights and anxious 
days because she does not know what is best to do 
with regard to questions which confront her. 
Many are the sins of the home because of ignor- 
ance, where the best was intended, and og are 
the cares and worries which would not be if the 
mother knew what was right or what was best. 
The “ Mother's Magazine’ is devoted exclu- 
sively to the interests of mothers, and will give 
them the best help which the best workers can 
render. It is conducted by Marion Wathen, a 
woman of wide experience, and has on its staff of 
contributors many of the best thinkers and ablest 
writers. 

A Dollar Magazine for Fifty Cents.—The 
“* Mother’s Magazine” will be beautifully printed 
and illustrated, and each issue will have a new 
and handsome pictorial cover, and will in every 
way equal magazines which are sold for $1.00 to 

1.50, yet the price will be only Fifty Cents a 

ear. 


Three Months for 10 cts. 


In order to quickly introduce the ‘‘ Mother’s 
Magazine,”’ we will send to any one for three 
months on receipt of ten cents, Every mother 
who tries it for three months will surely renew, 
and bless the day she heard of the publication. 

Order Sent to Other Mothers.—Not only 
order for yourself, but send trial orders for other 
mothers. Doing so will confer a lasting blessing 
on each one by giving her a chance to know about 
this magazine. 

If you will send us three trial subscriptions at 
ten cents, we will send you a trial subscription 


free. 
Address 


Mother’s Magazine 


David C. Cook Publishing Co. 





of the class should be united under all cir- , 
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EBLGIN, ILLINOIS 


For the 1906 LESSONS 


Studies in the Life of Jesus Christ. E. I. 
BosworTH. Cloth, 90 cents; paper, 
60 cents. 

Based upon the Gospels by Mark and John, with 
briefer surveys of the Gospels by Matthew and Luke. 
Studies in the Life of Christ. H. B. SHAR- 

MAN. Used in connection with a Har- 
mony. Sold in sets. Cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 75 cents. 

Historical and devotional in character, and ar- 
ranged for daily studies for thirty weeks. 

The Life and Works of Jesus. W. D. 
MurrAy. Wide margins for notes. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents, 

An introductory course in the life of Christ, suited 
to intermediate work generally, and for private per- 
sonal study. 

The Teaching of Jesus and His Apostles. 
E. I. BoswortH. Cloth, 75 cents; 
paper, 50 cents. 

Especially adapted for osname class work in 
church, Sunday-school, young people’s society, and 
for personal study. 

Send for descriptive circular. 
The International Committee 


of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
ee West 29th St., New York 


Ss 0,00 Oa 23d year. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


WANTED to the 


MAGAZINE of Religious and 
To share in the combination benefits with 


HTS FOR TH n g0-00. 8 volumes, 
Tpoud $1 28 for 10.00. 
CLERIC eae ARY, 8 volumes, 
HRIE’S SELECT WORKS, 8 volumes. 
GUTHR S1ab5 . 


5.00. 
Send for particulars. AGENTS WANTED. 
B. B. TREAT & CO., Publishers, New York. 



























Hoarseness or loss of voice 
immediately relieved. Noth- 
ing excels this simple remedy 























r- 


-d 
2 id 


Ss. 
35 


nd 


eUie//' >! 


lr? 








LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 


requires fine 


blades must be 

rp from end to end; they must meet 

exactly at the points and the joint must be 
tightand firm. Every pair of 


KEEN 
KUTTER 


Scissors and Shears 


have those virtues and better stil/—they retain 
usz oe of them after long service. Keen 
Kutter sc are from the very finest 
cutlery steel and adjusted with the most 
—— precision. The blades stay tight, true 
and s 


Latter cutlery has been standard of 
America for 36 years and was awarded 
Grand Prize at the World’s Fair, St. Louis. 

you want a really perfect pair of scis- 

sore or , remember the Keen 
Keen Kutter Pocket Knives for men and 
women are the very best 


If your dealer does not keep 
coe Kutter Tools, write us 


B 
plete 
under this Mark 


A com 
is sold 
whe "Recollection Quality 
foneme cone fler the 
ets Forgo ten.” 
Trade Mark Registered. 
SIMMONS HARDWARE COMPANY, 
St. Louis, U. S. A. 

















Knit underwear and hosiery 

made by American Hosiery Co. 

is plainly stamped with The 

Company’s name, which in 36 

years has become equivalent to 
“No Better in the World.” 


Men’, Women’s and Children’s Silk, 
Merino, Balbriggan and Natural Wool, 
in all weights. Adapted to all cli- 
mates and seasons. Every length of 
sleeve and drawer. Non-shrinkable. 
Black, Blue and Red Stamps show 
relative quality. A size to fit every 
age and figure. Retailed everywhere. 


AMERICAN HOSIERY CO, 


WHOLESALE ONLY 
108-110 Franklin Street, New York. 





PICTURE MACHINES AND FILMS. 


ee 2 yf 





HARSACHACO. 806 FilbertSt. Phila. Pa. 
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to be held within the borders of your state 
every year, and greatly stimulates all features 
of Sunday-school activity. Its annual meet- 
ing is to be held in the city of Newport News 
next April. 

I know of no better place where money 
can be invested than here. Its name is 
the Virginia State Sunday-school Association, 
and the name of the treasurer, who will be 
very glad to hear from you, js Mr. W. H. 
Wranek, Lynchburg, Va. 





MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.*-I have just taken a 
class graduated from our primary department, 
and would like to keep on with grade work, but 
our school is not graded, and I do not know 
how. Will you please tell me where I can get 
the information? The children have learned 
the books of the Bible, Lord's Prayer, Beati- 
tudes, First and Twenty-third Psalms. What 
ought to be taken up next?—F. W. L. 


Your class is facing a very choice oppor- 
tunity. It is possible for you to maintain 
the work in your class that should be done 
by the junior department into which you 
have now gone. Write to Mrs. J. W. 
Barnes, Newark, New Jersey, for the Inter- 
national leaflet on this subject, and you will 
have as choice an outline of material for the 
purpose you desire as can be obtained any- 
where. Do not fail to call the attention of 
your superintendent and other officers to the 
fact that you are doing this kind of work. It 
may be it will open their eyes to the desira- 
bility of having it done by the other depart- 
ments of the school, 





KNOXVILLE, TENN.—We wish to start a 
Beginners’ class in our Sunday-school. Will 
you kindly suggest some helps?—A. F. C. 


The Sunday School Times issues a book, 
price fifty cents, covering the lessons of 
the Beginners’ Course. This is by George 
H. Archibald. You will find it well- 
adapted to the purpose, and very helpful to 
you, indeed. The Times Company also 
supplies a set of fifty pictures (for fifty 
cents) which admirably illustrates the lessons 
in the course. If you will write to our 
International Primary and Junior Secretary, 
Mrs. J. W. Barnes, Newark, New Jersey, 
she will send you some leaflets that will help 
you by way of suggestion. You will need a 
separate room for your Beginners’ class, and 
ought to have chairs and other furniture 
adapted to the needs of the scholars—a good 
blackboard, a good sand map, and other 
things of that sort will be very helpful to 
you. 














FROM Our NEIGHBORS 


Christ With Us 


By Edwin Markham, author of “‘ The Man with 
a Hoe and Other Poems,” in the Woman’s 
Home Companion, 


** Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of 
these, ye did it unto me.’’ 


CRIED aloud, ‘‘ There is no Christ 
In all this world unparadised ! 
No Christ to go to in my need, 
No Christ to comfort me and feed ! 
He passed in glory out of sight. 
The angels drew him into light : 
Now in the lonesome earth and air 
I can not find him anywhere. 
Would God that heaven were not so far 
And I were where the White Ones are !’’ 


Then from the grey stones of a street 
Where goes an ocean drift of feet, 

I heard a child’s cry tremble up, 

And turned to share my scanty cup, 
When lo, the Christ I thought was dead 
Was in the little one I fed! 

At this I drew my aching eyes 

From the far-watching of the skies : 
And now whichever way I turn 

I see my Lord’s white halo burn, 


Wherever now a sorrow stands, 

’Tis mine to heal his nail-torn hands: 
In every lonely lane and street 

’Tis mine to wash his wounded feet,— 
*Tis mine to roll away the stone 

And warm his heart against my own, 
Here, here, on earth I find it all,— 
The young archangels white and tall, 
The Golden City and the doors, 

And all the shining of the floors! 


“To say that a Bi 
Yet the 
The New Editions will 







an Oxford is oulticient. 
on impro . 
prove a delightful surprise.’’ 
—Christian Nation, 1904. 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 


Teachers’ Bibles 


With New 2oth Century Helps ar- 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 


OXFORD 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New Helps Under One Alpha- 
bet. 








** The most complete and best 
arran of ali the heips in vari- 
ous Bibles.’’ 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 








JUST ISSUED! 


‘A “OXFORD 


Brevier Black Faced 


Large type in small compass. 


Ready August, 1905 
Pearl, Black Faced Type 


Size, 543% inches 
A wonderful cue ty, 


in a smail- 
size boo. 


The Oxford Bijou 


Gospels 
Size of page, 21% inches 
Printed in Large Clear Type on the 
Famous Oxford Jndia Paper 
THE FOUR GOSPELS 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 
Leather binding, 50 cents each 
The set in leather case, $2.50 








be purchased. 
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UNDAY-SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 


Send for 1o4-page catalogue of Sunday- 
School Helps and Church Supplies—Free. 


McCALLA & CoO., Inc. 


249 DOCK STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


It’s worth a Danone deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where supplies may 

ere is a list of prominent dealers, any or all of whom would be glad to 
correspond with our readers about supplies required in church, school, and class. When 
you need anything of the sort, consult this Directory. 





It appears once a month. 





Pees 


A.B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 


Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


and 
Shoe Store Settees 
81 Causeway St., Boston 


Send for new catalogs. 














IN EXCELSIS FOR 
SCHOOL AND CHAPEL 


‘The best Sunday-school Hymnal. Carefully 
selected and classified hymns, high quality of 
music adapted to the hymns and capable of 
being sung by all children; careful exclusion 
of doggerel in poetry and jingle in music. 

Quantity price, 35c. A sample copy for asc. 
The Century +» Union «+ N. Y. City 

















ACKBOAR S 
|“NEW IDEA" | 


FLEXIBLE. NEW IDEA PLATE. 
RECORD. OUTLINE B. B. MAP OF PALESTINE. 
SCREEN AND BLACKBOARD. 8.5. BANNERS. BADGES. 
THERMOMETERS, ETC. SEND FOR CATALOGUE 29. 


American Blackboard Co., St. Louis, Mo. 





OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 


. These maps cover all Biblical 
Palestine Geography, and are accepted 
Western Asia authority, containing all re- 


cent discoveries. The map of 


Egypt and Sinai Palestine is essential for the 


coming lessons. Special terms 
St. Paul’s to Sabbath-schools for these 
Travels maps; also for the four maps 


as a set. 





OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


In ordering goods, or in making tn- 
quiry concerning anything adver- 
tised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday 
School Times. 














A Commentary on the Interna- 
tional Sunday-School 
Lessons for 1906 


By Rev. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., and 
AMOS R. WELLS, M.A. 

Sales More than One Million Copies 
Contains the best and latest illustrations 
and explanations of the lesson-matter, pre- 
sented in a concise and effective manner, 
thus giving to the teacher the power to 
impart the truths in an interesting and 
forceful way. As the whole year of 1906 is 
devoted to studies on the Life of Christ, it 
can be used with great profit by those who 
are taking up special courses on this subject. 
Price in cloth, postpaid, $1.25. or sale 
by all booksellers. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston 
- Chicago 








Che Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 9, 1905 


Entered at the Post-oflice at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year, 
$1.00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 

. . One free copy addi- 
Free Copies jionai will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Suadey School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

‘ive or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 14 Pater- 
noster Square, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly ebectpione at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other 
publications of ‘he Sunday School ‘limes Company. 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Tims Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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___. time, saves your 


easier and pleasanter. 
the house with so little trouble and fuss. Less 
rubbing with PE ARLINE, 
wood-work, everything. 


out soap or any other help—use it for war * 
article in the house. 


Don’t Drud e—Use Pearline | 








strength, makes the whole work 
Nothing gets dirt out of 


less wear to paint, 
Use PEARLINE with- 





The Life Story 
¢ Henry Clay 
Trumbull 


By Philip E. Howard 


Mr. Howard has gathered into a single volume his 


series of the past year, 


material. His purpose throu 


with additions of important 


ghout has been the de- 


lineation of a singularly strong and noble character in 
its beginnings and growth, and in its influence in won- 


derfully varied fields of service. 


Descended from a 


noted New England family, and nurtured in a historic 


New England village ; 


led under providential guidance 


as the years passed into business life, political activities, 
Sunday - school field work, an army chaplaincy, and 
into the field of religious journalism, Oriental explora- 


tion, and authorship of more 
varied themes, Henry Clay 


than thirty volumes on 
Trumbull bore a distin- 


guished part in political and religious progress. 
To find the secret of such a life and ‘character, and 


to follow the marvelous events 
providentially continued, 
compelling desire for the kind 


by which the process was 


is to gain new ideals and a 


of serving that counts. 


Five hundred pages ; six photogravure portraits ; gilt 
top ; bound in blue and gold ; $1.75 net ; 
postage, 20 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








For a Trained Laity 


Secure, read, and circulate. 


Individual Work for Individuals 


Trumbull, Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 35 cents. 
Personal experiences which stimulate to ac- 
tion, 
In its 77th thousand. 


Studies for Personal Workers 


Johnston. Cloth, 66 cents; paper, 45 cents. 
Special abridged edition, 25 cents. 
A complete hand-book and study course 
combined. 
Over 20,000 copies sold. 


The International Committee 
of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
7 West 29th St., New York. == 
Seeing 


-'sWOR Using 


Worthiield byomunal 


CEO. Cc, STEBBING. 


Use 
ITS SEE 883 GOOD 
by A E DOES 
ts ROYALTY is 
“The Yorthield Schools*’ on wary ony sold. 
Cioran Bounp, $25 per 100, 80c. postpaid. 

Returnable Samples mailed to “ earnest ee. 
Published by the publishers of the famous “Gespe! Hymas.” 
THE Stenew & MAIN CO., New York or Chicage. 


LIVE SONGS 


found in Tillman’s Song Books. Send 24c. and 
get a full cloth-bound copy of No. 4. 


Charlie D.Tillman, 14 Austell Bidg. 





,Atianta,Ga. 


EST HYMNS No. 3 


Month's trial free. Returnable at our 
expense. 180 songs Manila cover, 
40 Lakeside Bldg. ‘Chicago 


roc.; limp cloth, 15c 
Evangelical Pub. Co., 





Butcher’s 
Boston Polish 


is th t fated made for FLOORS, 
7 pee rior Woodwork a 
Furniture. 


Not brittle; will neither scratch 
nor deface like shellac or varnish. 
Is not soft and sticky like beeswax. 







” Perfectly transparent, preserving 
the natural color and beauty of the wood. Without 
doubt the most economical and satisfactory Povisn 
known for HaRpwoop FLoors. 

For Sale by Dealers in Paints, Hardware 
and House-Furnishings. 
Send for our FREE BOOKLET telling of the many 
advantages of BU'I'CHER’S BOSTON POLISH. 
THE BUTCHER POLISH CO., 356 Atlantic Ave., 
Boston; Mass. 


Our No. 3 Reviver RE -&, 24 
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Lightened 


Zo Use PEARLINE for house-cleaning. It saves 








Worth Repeating | 





The Joke that Failed 


Condensed from The British Workman) in 
¢ (British and Foreign) Bible Society 
Monthly Reporter. 


Cc. H, 


ORPORAL BENNETT woke up on 
Christmas morning with a heavy 
heart. His first thought took wing 

from the African veldt to England in a 
second or two, and alighted in the dear 
old home. Clearly, too, most of the 
soldiers felt the same spell of associa- 
tions, for there was a general listlessness 
and quietude in camp, while many of 
them, as soon as duties would allow, for- 
sook even their own chums, and cast 
themselves down on the veldt, like King 
Bruce of old, ‘‘in lonely mood to think,” 
and amongst these was Corporal Ben- 
nett. Dreamily, he lay back wondering 
how he would be missed in the family 
circle, and imagination brought near 
him the faces of mother and children 
and wife, the dearest of all. An over- 
mastering yearning seized him to have 
them about him, and the dismal mood 
got the upper hand. At last he mut- 
tered,‘ This will never do!” and taking 
from his pocket the Book which has been 
the companion of many a soldier on the 
veldt and many a sailor on the sea, he 
began to read the grand old Ninety-first 
Psalm. 

Watching him from a distance were 
two privates who belonged to his com- 
pany, and often had a little joke among 
their comrades about their ‘‘ religious” 
corporal. 

‘*He’s at that blessed Book again, 
Tim,” said Joe Elgin. ‘* What a lark it 
would be if we could get him to read 
out of it to us to-night. Bein’ as it’s 
Christmas Day, he might think we 
meant it, if we asked him serious like.” 

‘*Good idea, Joe!” said the other. 
**T’ll put it to him to-night.’’ 

That evening they all sat late by the 
camp-fires talking freely, with an at- 
mosphere of fun and frolic pervading 
every group; for human nature, especi- 
ally when it is British, will not be 
beaten, and since Christmas at home 
was impossible, they determined to have 
the nearest substitute on the veldt. 
Presently some of them began to doze, 
and Tim saw his chance. 

‘*Don't you think, corporal dear,” 
he observed insinuatingly, ‘‘it’d be nice 
and homelike if we had a little bit out of 
the Bible? 
know.” 

The corporal reddened, but Tim went 
on relentlessly:—‘tOut of that little 
Book you ‘keep in your pocket, you 
know,” winking aside at his comrades. 

Bennett was about to refuse, but the 
thought struck him, ‘*‘ Why not? Even 
if this is only a plant at my expense, the 
words may do good.” So he nodded, 
“If the chaps want it.” Delightedl 
expecting some fun, Tim roused the fel- 
lows with a howl. ‘ Hi, wake up! Cor- 

ral’s going to read the Bible to us!” 
The men woke up, laughed at the ver 
idea, as Tim expected, but Tim ef 
with assumed gravity, ‘‘Shut up, you 
chaps! I asked him to.”” Andthey sat 

to listen to the corporal, whom they 
all respected at heart. 

Coloring, but proceeding bravely, Ben- 
nett began to read, and soon they were 


You could read to us, you 
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started individual service; have the best o have 
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ndividual Communion 

your church 

po ed it in the most c -hurches. ae: for our hist of 
Send for free catalogue. 





Return outfit at our expense Uf not satisfied. 








Sanitary Communion Outfit Co. 7th St. Rochester,N.Y 





gb ‘Make Ye Your Church a a Christmas Present 


SNS VIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials in many 
designs. Service sent on trial. Write 
for particulars. As for otaar. 

io.21. George H Seria 
Manager, 258 and 260 ashing 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 








D85e co COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
rton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, la. 





listening indeed, for the words stirred 
| an answering echo in their hearts. 

| ‘*The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
| not want.” Clearly the words cut upon 
| the still air, as in the solemn quiet of the 
| Syrian desert, and amidst its dangers, 
| the thought first came home to the shep- 
herd David. 

Unnoticed by them all, two other | 
forms drew near the group and stood | 
listenin They were the major of the | 
regimen with the correspondent of one | 
of the great dailies ; and the corporal | 
| read on, ‘*‘ Yea, though I walk through | 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for Tnou art with me ; Thy | 

|rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

‘*Canting hypocrite !"" murmured the 
journalist, as he turned away with a 
'sudden movement. The major looked 
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NOURISH 


the body, don’t dose it 
with. medicine. Scott's 
Emulsion is the _ best 
nourishment in existence. 
It is more than a food; 
you may doubt it, but it 
digests perfectly easy and 
at the same time gets the 
digestive functions in a 
condition so that ordinary 
food can be easily di- 
gested. Try it if you are 
run down and your food 
doesn’t nourish you. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York, 


ChurchMoney 


If you wish to raise cash easily and 

church, Sunday-school or Society fun 
to-day for the Booklet MONEY AISING PLANS 
FOR CHURCH WORKE ew Method Sou- 
venirs oF church and — ite already raised in cash 
over $200,000. We will send yeu hundreds of letters in 
which church workers tell how they used the plans. 

Write for this book to-day. 


New Method Co., 5896 Prairie Ave., Chicago. 
Advertisement. 


Read P Prudential It will pay you. 





uickl oY h 
disend a 














him up and down, and answered with a 
choke in his voice, ‘‘ That’s my wife's 
favorite chapter, sir, and she never 
‘cants.” We read _ it together the night 
before I left England.’’ Then he walked 
off, leaving the correspondent staring 
after him. 

As Bennett closed the book, Joe Elgin 
looked up, and said, huskily : ‘‘Do you 
know where to find the bit about the 
prodigal and the old man, corporal ?”’ 

The corporal turned to it, and read 
the story, and as he finished there was 
a curious sound from Joe Elgin’s direc- 
tion,—something like the twang of a 
‘cello. It was a man’s deep sob. 

The joke had failed, They all turned 
over to slumber; the moon bathed the 
sleeping camp in silver, and nothing 
broke the stillness of the Christmas 
night save the tread of the sentry; but, 
unheard by others, there went up to the 
great Father-heart the cry of a yearning 
human spirit that knew itself ‘‘a great 
way off": ‘“‘I will arise and go to m 
Father. And while he was yet afar o 
his Father saw him, and had compassion 
on him.” 





Children Built 


The Certain Way to Grow Healthy, Sturdy 
Children is by Intelligent Feeding 
An Iowa mother tells of the naturally 
correct instinct of her five-year-old boy. 
She says he thinks there is nothing 
equal to Grape-Nuts for breakfast. 





‘*When he was a little baby he was 
puny and pale, and to find the right food 
to properly nourish him was a difficult 
problem. When he got to be about 12 
months old we commenced using Grape- 
Nuts food in our family and I began 
feeding him a little moistened with milk. 
We all liked Grape-Nuts, but he liked it 
especially well. 

‘It agreed with him. He began to 
grow plump and rosy, and for years he 
| had scarcely eaten a breakfast without a 
dish of Grape-Nuts, and he usually eats 
nothing else. He wants it and will take 
no substitute. He has never been sick 
and to-day is a@remarkably robust child 
with a fine muscular development, and a 
quick, active brain—by far the healthiest 
and strongest, even if he is the young: 
, est, of my five children. 

‘** All this I attribute to his regular use 
of Grape-Nuts food.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There’s a reason. Read the little 
book, *‘ The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
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THE BUTCHER 
7 ona 





This is the Butcher of Spotless Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brigatens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no —_ like cleanly 
surroundings, hat is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 

















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








The Brotherhood of 
(1 John 2; 7-11; 3 : 12-15). 


December 24, 1905. 
Man. 
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and do dishonest business when they 
love their brothers. Workmen will not 
use violence, or do inadequate work or 
war against their employers when they 
love their brothers, The liquor business 
will stop when men love their brothers, 
and there will be no evil in great cities. 
The love of God in the hearts of men 
would banish all hate and unkindness 
and sin from the world. 

This is the time for us to enlarge and 
to express this love in our own lives. 
The Christmas season tells of the un- 
limited love of God and of the boundless 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
should ponder the story in our hearts. 
We should talk of it in our homes. We 
should speak about it in the world. We 
should forgive any injury to-day and 
ask forgiveness for all that we have 
done to pain or injure others. We 
should make all about us feel the 
warmth of the love of God in our hearts 
toward them. 

5 4 


And human brotherhood is not a 
limited thing. It includes not white 
races alone, but black and red and yel- 
low and brown races, too. Over the 
world to-day there are a thousand mil- 
lion men and women and children who 
are the children of God and members 
of His family, and related therefore 
to us by the closest ties. The love of 
God in our hearts must go out to them, 
and we must do all that-it is in our 
power to do to help them to understand 
their Father and to come into the right 
place in his family. 

Let us apply the great truths of human 
+ brotherh in our own homes and com- 
munities to-day. There are many who 
will have little this Christmas time. We 
shall have plenty. Let us share with 
them. There is much care and burden- 
bearing and loneliness and want, such 
as ought not to be felt by some whose 
brothers have plenty and to spare. 
Freely we have received. Let us freely 
give. 

5 4 

What God has made our Christmas for 
us, let us in his love try to make Christ- 
mas mean to some one else. 

If we do not do this, do we deserve 
what has been given to us? 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—God declares men brothers (Gen. 
9 : 2-6) 

TuEs.—‘‘ No respecter of persons’’ (Acts 
10 : 34-45). 

WED.—The gospel for all (Rev. 14 : 6-13). 

‘THUx«S.—The Elder Brother (Heb. 2: 10- 
18). 

FRI.—Greek, Roman, Jew (Rom. 16 : 1-23). 

SAT.—Brotherlv love (1 Thess. 4 : 6-10). 











Where do Scriptures teach the brotherhood 
of man? 

How is Christian Endeavor realizing bro- 
therhood ? 

How will the recognition of our brotherhood 
stop war? 


T IS good to have such a simple and 
practical test of our love of God and 
the reality of our Christian life. 

God we have not seen. Are we sure 
that we love him? Yes, if we love our 
brothers. Them we can see, and if we 
do not love them, John tells us we can- 
not be lovers of God. If we hate them, 
we are murderers. If we love them, we 
abide in the light. This brings within 
the reach of each one of us the power to 


‘it? 
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A Manual of Family Worship 


MINISTER of an Oak Park, IIl., 

church, whose men for the most 
part have éheir business in Chi- 
cago, and who find it difficult to main- 
tain family worship, has prepared a 
| little manual called ‘‘Four Weeks of 
Family Worship for Busy Homes.” If 
other pastors think that they might find 
|it of use, more copies will be printed, 
and the type will be held a few days. 
| A sample will be sent free to any one 
interested, so long as the present supply 
lasts. Request should be made to the 
Rev. W. E. Barton, D.D., Oak Park, IIL. 
If the sender prefers, he may inclose 10 
cents, which just covers cost and postage. 








A Business Friend 
To be Counted on Under all Circumstances 


One of the bright business women of 
New York city who found that coffee 





test our religious faith. Are we lovers 
of our fellows ? 


“ 

Such love will prompt to the deeds of | | 
love. It is not love unless it does. 
‘*Whoso hath the world’s goods, and | 
beholdeth his brother in need, and 
shutteth up his compassion from him, 
how doth’ the love of God abide in| 
him?” Itcan’t. For men who love the 
world will help the world in its need. | 
They will not be able to look upon the | 
sufferings of their brothers unmoved. 

And this is the only thing that will | 
heal the world and meet its needs,—the 


to love their brothers. Legislation will | 
not do it. The right legislation will not | 
be passed without love. If it is, it will | 
not be enforced. If the ilove comes, the | 
legislation will not be needed. Em- 

ployers will not maintain unhealthful | 
factories and pay inadequate wages, 


was wrecking her nervous system, bring- 
ing on severe neuralgic attacks and mak- 
ing her ‘‘extremely irritable,” writes 
that she has found a staunch friend in 
Postum Food Coffee: 

‘I left off the old kind of coffee com- 
pletely and entirely. This I found was 


| easy to do, since Postum was pleasing to 


my palate from the beginning. Indeed 
all my family are with me in thinking it 
delicious when it is properly prepared— 
and by that I mean boiled long enough. 

‘*I] have not had one single attack of 
neuralgia since I began to drink Postum 


Can we long keep it if we do not share | 





Don’t forget the half you save by using 


BENSDORP’S 


ROYAL DUTCH 


COCOA 


There’s economy under the Yellow Wrapper. 
Try Bensdorp’s (Blue Label) Cooking Chocolate, 


Send 10 cents for trial can, equal 20 cups. Stephen L. Bartlett, Importer, Boston. 














some months ago, my nerves have be- | 
love of God in men’s hearts leading them | come steady and the old annoying irri- | 


tability has, thank Postum, passed away. 
I cannot withhold this acknowledgment | 
which is made in all sincere gratitdue.’ “<j 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
' Creek, Mich. 

There's areason. Read the little book, 
‘The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
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BECAUSE HOUSEWORK and 
steady sewing are hard on the hands 
is no reason why a house - worker 
should have hard, stained, unlovely 
ones, or why a seamstress should 
be disfigured by roughened fingers. 
HAND SAPOLIO will gently re- 
move the loosened cuticle and impart 
strength to the new skin below. 





THOSE WHO USE HAND SA- 
POLIO need no cosmetics—nature, 
relieved, does its own perfect work. 
Other soaps chemically dissolve the 
dirt—HAND SAPOLIO removes it. 
Other soaps either gloss over the 
pores, or by excess of alkali absorb 
the healthful secretions which they 
contain. 


TRY HAND SAPOLIO. Its 
steady use will keep the hands of any 
busy woman as white and pretty as if 
she was under the constant care of a | 
manicure. It is truly the “Dainty 
Woman’s Friend.” 
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LYMYER 
CHURCH 


LLS. 
WRITE TO CINCINNATI GELL FOURDRY CO. 


GOALIE OTHER BELLS. 
SWEETER MORE DUR- 
ABLE, LOWER PRICE. 


OUR FREE CATALOGUE The most perfect, 
TELLS WHY. Meneely & 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BELLS 


Ot purest refined eke 
hest class bells in the vor 
~W oe West Troy P. O.. 





cinciananl 6. Send ten cents for a sample 





When answering advertisements mention this paper. 


of The 


Sunday School Ti mes Lesson Pictures 
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~ GRISTIAN HERALD 


Over 1,200 Large ss a Year. Not a Dull Line from New Year's Day to New Year’s Eve. Always Full of Bright Pictures 
Published 52 i a Year at $1.50 Annum Our “‘Home-Coming of the Bride’ Calendar). Louis rietor 


Greatest Premium Offer of the Season 


Evan Year The Christian Herald, by Dint of Exceptional Business Enterprise, Offers Premiums that Cause 
Even Experienced Publishers to Exclaim: “How Can They Give so Much Value for so Little Money?” The 
Explanation is Found in the Enormous Quantities Used. We Never Issue a Work of which We Print Less Than 
Twenty-five Thousand Copies. Of a Certain Premium We Issued as Many as 650,000 Volumes. This Immense Con- 
sumption Enables us to Secure our Paper, Printing and Binding at the Lowest Figures, while the Initial Expenses are 
Distributed over this Great Output, Reducing the Charge Against Each Volume or Set to a Veritable Minimum. 
ss 2 es 

~ @ This is Why we Can Make such a Remarkable Offer as the following, in which we give Eight Superb Volumes, Edited 
by Jeannette L. Gilder, the World's Most Noted Literary Critic, Exquisitely Bound; a Suitable Book-Rack; The Christian 
Herald Every Week for One Year, and our Lovely “Home-Coming of the Bride” Calendar, all for Only $3. 


Eight Volumes, 2,560 Pages, and Book-Rack to Match 


This Wonderfal New Library fontans © ME actarniaces of World’s Literature 











This Rack goes FREE with Every Set. 
All Charges Prepaid on Books and Book- 
Rack. Remember, that if you are not 
Truly Delighted with your Purchase, we 
will Immediately Refund Your Money. 

: « = ¥ 

@ Six Dollars for these Books should 
be the Price, but as we are Determined to 
Build up our Subscription List to Heights 
Never Before Attained, the Price of this 
Superb Set, Including Book-Rack, together 
with The Christian Herald, the Queen of 
American Weeklies, to January 1, 1907, 
and our Magnificent Calendar, has been 
fixed at Only Three Dollars for All. We 
Prepay Charges. 

x * * 

@ As it is Out of the QueStion to Pro- 
duce Another Edition in time for the 
Coming Holidays, you Must Act To-day 
to Secure this Prize. To-morrow may 
be Too Late. You will Regret it if You 
Miss this Opportunity. 

x xk * 

@ As Every Volume is Complete in Itself, 
these Elegant Books, with Gilt Tops and Silk 
Book-Marks, Constitute Eight Separate and 
Exceptionally Desirable Christmas Presents. 


Here is Our Great Proposition in a Nut-Shell 


To Induce You to Subscribe to The Christian Herald, the Brightest and Bes Family Magazine in the World—Published Every Wednesday, 52 times a year—We 
Will Send, All Charges Prepaid, on Receipt of ONLY THREE DOLLARS, The Christian Herald, from Date of Your Order to Jan. 1, 1907, our Library of Masterpieces, 
consisting of Eight Beautiful Volumes, entitled ‘‘Masterpieces of theWorld’s Literature,” with Artistic Book-Rack, as Described Above; a Life-size Facsimile of the Declaration 
of Independence, and our Lovely“Home-Coming of the Bride” Calendar for 1906. For The Christian Herald and Calendar only, send $1.50. Foreign Postage $1 Extra. 

We Refund Your Money Immediately if your Order Comes Too Late, or if you are Not Altogether Pleased. No Need of Explanation. Act To-Day. Address: 


THE LOVELIEST CALENDAR EVER PUBLISHED-="FREE REE The Christian Herald 


bdotrrdedtiethtatadehe blke cad inued by The Christian Herald, = Pa . 
is Achievement Spot Covers 18x 20 Inches. 
is the King of all Calendars, and a Superb Christmas $3 EREE wath Every Christian Herald eee F 160- 1 70 Bible House, New York 


Eight Volumes, Superbly Printed, and Bound 
in Soft, Flexible Olive Green, "Never- 
Wear-Out" Leatherine, with Full, Genuine 
Gold Backs. It contains 2,560 pages, ag- 
gregating one million words, of the Best 
Literature of all Nationalities and all Ages. 
Every Volume contains an Exquisite Illu- 
mined Title-Page. The Binding is Highly 
Artistic, of the mos Modern Type, Light in 
Weight, very Flexible, and mos Delightful 
to the touch. x «x * 

@ Miss Jeannette L. Gilder, the World’s 
Best Known Literary Critic, is the Editor- 
in-Chief of this Comprehensive Work. 
Over Two Hundred of the World’s Great- 
es Authors are Represented in this Superb 
Compilation, and the Cream of their Master 
Efforts will be Found Enshrined within its 
Pages. Your Library will be Greatly En- 
riched by the addition of this Artistic Set of 


Unusually Useful Books. 
x * * 


@ The Volumes are placed in an Exceed- 
ingly Attractive Book-Rack, Mission Style 
---Specially Adapted in Finish and Color for 
this Unique and Elegant Set and an Orna- 
ment for any Library Table, however rich. 










Greatly Reduced Illustration of 
Set of Books and Book-Rack. 
8 VOLUMES, 2,560 Pages, 1,000,000 Words 





























